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THE EMPIRE the Muslim be equipped with modern join the Congress and on the whole his 

 (1). EXTINGUISHED education Sir Syed Ahmed Khan's advice was followed by the Muslims. Sir 

The Struggle for freedom which led to the Syed Ahmed Khan knew that the 

uprising of 1857 ended in disaster. The Congress was virtually controlled by the 

Mughal Empire was extinguished and Hindus; the Muslim therefore would not 

British rule was established over the be in a position to play any significant role 

whole sub-continent. With the recapture in it and, indeed, on the contrary, would 

of Delhi in September 1857, dire seem the risk of being exploited. His 

vengeance visited upon the helpless apprehensions about this party were based 

Muslims of this city. Bahdur Shah Zafar on realities, and subsequently proved true; 

was put through the indignity of a mock when the Congress took part is the anti-

contribution to Muslim renaissance in trial and exiled to Rangoon; Mughal Urdu and anti-partition of Bengal 

India can be summarized in one phrase, Princes were beheaded, summarily, with movement. The subsequent events 

that it was the inculcation of self-Hodson boasting about it, wine glass in showed that the Congress was altogether a 

confidence in his people. Before the hand. In every department of life where Hindu body and was determined to 

appeared on the scene, the Muslim government patronage was essential the established Hindu rule under the cover of 

community in India was adrift: he doors were closed on Muslims. There was representative institution; 

supplied the rudder. The Muslim were scarcely a government office where a MUSLIM LEAGUE
under a cloud be made efforts to remove Muslim could get any job other than that The rise and role of Congress, infect 

from them the stigma of disloyalty. His of a porter or a carrier. changed the outlook of Muslim leaders a 

greatness lies in providing a firm A STAR ABOVE THE Indian political life. They soon come to 

foundation on which those who came after STORM reckon for a need of Separate political 
 (2)him could build with confidence . The great trauma of 1857 marked the organization is order to protect their 

1 .  Pakis tan pol i t ical  roots  and formal end of a long period of Muslim rights; The Muslim leaders therefore held 

development by Safdar Mahmoodpolitical primacy and they went through a meeting on 30 December 1906 in Dhaka 

2. The struggle for Pakistan by Ishtaq  one crises after another till Sir Syed to discuss the matter at some length 

Hussain Qureshi  Ahmed Khan rose like a star above the Nawab Waqar ul Mulk presided over this 

CONGRESS AND storm to guide them out of their distressful meeting, He noted Muslim are only one-

MUSLIMSsituations, he under took the formidable fifth of the population of India. It is 

In 1885 the Indian National Congress was task of improving the conditions of the obvious that it at any time the British 

formed at the initiative of the retired Muslim and suggested: (i) that the distrust Government ceases to exist in India the 

British official A.O. Hume. Sir Syed prevailing between the British and the nation which is four time Nemours will 

Ahmed Khan advised the Muslim not to Muslims should be removed and (ii) that rule the country. It was resolved after great 

THE MAKING 
OF PAKISTAN
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EVENTFUL DECADE  deliberations that this meeting composed 

1909-1919of Muslims from parts of India assembled 

Quaid e Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah Morlay-Monto reforms of 1909 are an is Dhaka decider that a political 

whose subsequent efforts won him the important are is the political history of association be formed styled the all India 

title of the, ambassador of Hindu Muslim India. The reforms were encouraging for Muslim league. The establishment of the 

unity, to prepare a plan for future reforms. Muslims because their demand for Muslim league marked the emergence of 

The scheme was prepared by a committee separate electorates had been accepted- Muslim Nationalism in India in an 

headed by him was approved both by During the partition of Bangal was organized form and became the main 

Congress and the Muslim League is annulled is 1911 and it came as shock to vehicle of Muslim demands and interests.

Lucknow in December 1916. The the Muslim; the Year 1912 witnessed the EVENTFUL DECADE 
Congress and League entered into the Balkans war which ended the Turkish rule 1909-1919
famous “Laucknow pact”. According to over the Balkons and it sent a wave of Morlay-Monto reforms of 1909 are an 

this pact the Hindus accepted the principle anger among the Muslims. The important are is the political history of 

of separate electorate for Muslim. Government refused to raise the status of India. The reforms were encouraging for 

MASCARE OF the Aligarh College to a university and a Muslims because their demand for 

JAWALANWALA BAGHportion of Mosque in Kanpur was separate electorates had been accepted- 

The match that ignited the great demolished by Government and many During the partition of Bangal was 

conflagration was security legislation Muslim protesters were martyred. Such annulled is 1911 and it came as shock to 

passed in 1919 and known as the Rowlatt events paved the way for collaboration the Muslim; the Year 1912 witnessed the 

Acts. These Acts gave arbitrary powers of with the Congress. The first word war, Balkans war which ended the Turkish rule 

arrest and trial without jury to the aimed at broadening the base of over the Balkons and it sent a wave of 

government, and, naturally, aroused democracy. The British action against anger among the Muslims. The 

widespread indignation. A number of Turkey had already caused great Government refused to raise the status of 

protest meetings were held all over the resentment in Muslim India.the Aligarh College to a university and a 

country. One such meeting, in Jallianwala JINNAH; AMBASSADOR OF portion of Mosque in Kanpur was 

Bagh in Amritsar, was drowned in blood HINDU MUSLIM UNITYdemolished by Government and many 

Muslim protesters were martyred. Such 

events paved the way for collaboration 

with the Congress. The first word war, 

aimed at broadening the base of 

democracy. The British action against 

Turkey had already caused great 

resentment in Muslim India.
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 by General Dyer who opened fire on the Khilafat agitation to back the demand for policemen were burnt alive. It is not 

crowd without warning. Within a few swaraj, he would at one stroke bring about surprising that there was a break-down of 

minutes 379 persons were killed and over unity between the two great communities discipline. What is astonishing is that the 

1,200 wounded---unofficial estimates put of Hindus and Muslims and convert the discipline held as long as it did. Gandhi 

the number of casualties still higher, old constitutional struggle into a mass was so upset by this act of violence that he 

Martial law was declared, and the citizens movement of the most revolutionary kind. immediately called off the movement and 

were  subjec ted  to  innumerable  The international event was the Treaty of confessed that' there is not yet in India that 

humiliating indignities. Dyer's object was Serves whose harsh terms made it clear non-violent and truthful atmosphere 

to  in t imida te  the  people  by  a  that the victorious Allies were not content w h i c h  a l o n e  c a n  j u s t i f y  m a s s  

demonstration of ruthless power. The with the dismemberment of the Ottoman disobedience .” This sudden reversal 

results were exactly the opposite--quite Empire, but were determined to destroy produced bewilderment and dismay 

unwittingly he had aroused a spirit of even the Turkish homeland. To Indian among the masses and the leaders. If the 

fierce resentment against the British raj. Muslims the Treaty appeared to be a movement had been allowed to continue 

JINNAH FINALLY LEFT deliberate attempt by the Christian west to despite the Chauri Chaura incident, the 

THE CONGRESS exterminate forever the political power of British government, so the people felt, 

The political strategist who now assumed Islam as symbolized by the Khilafat, or would have been compelled to make 

control of the situation was Mohandas caliphate. The dynamic leadership of the major concessions to Indian demands. 

The Ali Brothers and many other leaders 

had already been arrested. Now Ghandi 

was tried on a charge of sedition sentenced 

to six years' imprisonment. With the 

movement in disarray and the leaders in 

jail, no one knew what to do.

SIMON COMMISSION 

AND NEHRU REPORT

In November, 1927, the British 

government appointed a commission 
Karamchand Gandhi. He had spent the Ali brothers----Maulana Muhammad Ali 

under the chairmanship of Sir John Simon 
greater part of his working life in South and Shaukat Ali and other religious 

to report on India's future Constitutional 
Africa, where he had fought against racial leaders stirred the deep disquiet of 

discrimination with the weapons of Muslims masses into the white-hot glow 

satyagraha--literally, “holding on the of inten se emotion,  which  became 

truth”--- and ahimsa, or nonviolence. reckless of all sacrifices, that more than 

Ghandi return to India in 1915; he was eighteen thousand Muslims protes t 

then a follower of Gokhale and by no against British Policy toward the caliphate 

means an extremist. He supported the indicates the temper of the time. 

progress. Since the commission had no British war effort and acted as a recruiting On February 5, 1922, at Chauri Chaura, a 

Indian member, it was boycotted by the agent for some time. He alone among the a village in the Forakhpur district, united 

Congress and by the Muslim League. The Hindu leaders had the vision to see that if provinces, there was trouble between the 

Congress invited an all-parties conference he could use the tremendous energies police and a procession. The mob set fire 

to draft its version of the constitution. The aroused among Muslim masses by the to the police station and twenty two 
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 conference which was held in February Muslim League at that time was not without the British Empire, the formation 

1928, decided to form a committee under remarkable for its activity and the session of a consolidated North-West Indian 

Motilal Nehru. The committee published would have passed unnoticed but for the Muslim State appears to me to be the final 

a report known as the Nehru Report. unusual fact that it was presided over by a destiny of the Muslims, at least of North-

The report complete ly ignored the poet who delivered an unusual address. West India.

Muslim demands. Even those principles Muhammad Iqbal is by common consent K, FOR KASHMIR

which had been agreed upon in the the greatest poet-philosopher that Muslim Chaudhuri Rahmat Ali, a student at 

Lucknow Pact of 1916 were set aside. The India has produced. In his presidential 

report recommended the abolition of address, Iqbal surveyed the political scene 

separate electorates and demanded a and illumined it with philosophic insight. 

unitary form of government for India. It In striking words he indicated the goal 

further widened the gulf between the wo rd s wh ic h th e co ns ci ou s an d 

Hindus  and t he  Musl ims.  Ji nnah  unconscious strivings of the Muslim 

described it as 'the parting of ways'. community were taking them.

Expressing his apprehensions about the I would like to see the Punjab, North-West 
Cambridge, England, coined the word 

domination of the Hindu majority 
“Pakistan”, in which P stands for the 

community, he noted: 'Majorities are apt 
Punjab, A for Afghania (North-West 

to be oppressive and tyrannical and 
Frontier Province), K for Kashmir, S for 

minorities always dread and fear that their 
Sind, and TAN for Baluchistan. The word 

interests and rights, unless clearly 
itself means “the land of the pure”. It gave 

safeguarded by statutory provisions, 
concise expression to Iqbal's idea and was 

would suffer and be prejudiced. The 
both a symbol and a slogan. By a natural 

repor t  a l so  f rus t ra ted  Maulana  
extension it applied to Bengal in the 

Mohammad Ali who turned away from 
northeast as much as to the Muslim 

the Congress, never to return.
regions in the northwestFrontier Province, Sind and Baluchistan THE IDEA OF PAKISTAN

THE EMERGENCE OF PAKISTAN              amalgamated into a single state. Self-In December, 1930, the Muslim League 
BY (Chaudhri Muhammad Ali)Government within the British Empire or held its annual session in Allahabad. The 

ROUND TABLE CONFERENCES
The British government decided to hold a Nothing substantial could be achieved at convened in November 1932, did not 

round table conference of the British and the conference. The second round table contribute anything at all.

Indian leaders of all shades of opinion conference held in 1931 failed to make 

when all their efforts to find a solution of any progress either. Ghandi, who attended Both the Congress and the Muslim league 

the constitutional problem failed. The first the Conference as the sole representative were critical of the Government of India 

round table conference was held on 12 of the Congress, refused to accommodate Act, 1935, but decided to participate in the 

November 1930. A vast majority of Indian the Muslim demands and interests. He elections to be held under it during the first 

leaders were present, except the Congress, even opposed the already settled issue of weeks of 1937. Their electoral programs 

which had refused to participate and had separate electorates for the Muslims. The were similar, and it was confidently 

started its 'civil disobedience movement'. third round table conference which was expected that they would be able to 

CONGRESS RAJ 1937
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Cooperate in the provinces as they were Muslims were refused due share in the scheme. The text books extolled the 

already doing in the central assembly. The public services. Muslim Children were virtues of the Hindu culture and portrayed 

results of the elections and the elation they compelled to study India at Schools. Hindu leaders as national heroes. By the 

produced in the Congress camp shattered Attempts were made to re module the middle of November 1939 all the congress 

these hopes. The Congress won a great education system through vidyamandar ministries had resigned. 

electoral victory; it obtained a 

majority in five provinces, and 

was able to form government in 

seven out of eleven provinces 

after securing an informal 

assurance from the viceroy that 

the governors would not 

ordinarily use their special 

powers. The butter experience of 

two and a half year congress rule 

was an eye opener for the 

Muslim. The Congress refused to 

give any share to the league in the 

provincial ministries. The 

            PAKISTAN AND ONLY PAKISTAN
On March 23, 1940, at the historic session readjustments as may be necessary, that minorities…… for the protection of their 

of the Muslim League held in Lahore, the the areas in which the Muslim are religious. Cultural, economic, political, 

resolution that came to be known as the numerically in a majority as in the north- administrative and other rights.

Pakistan Resolution passed. Jinnah's  address on this 

The Resolution was passed. o c c a s i o n  g a v e  c l e a r  

The Resolution was moved expression to the basi c 

by  th e B en ga l C hi ef  concept underlying the 

Minister, A.k. Fazlul Haq, resolution. He Said, it has 

and was seconded by always been taken for 

Choudary Khaliquz zaman granted mistakenly that the 

and others. The resolution Muslims are a minority. The 

stated that. Muslims are not a minority. 
western and eastern zones of India should 

No constitutional plan would be workable The Muslims are a nation by any 
be grouped to constitute independent 

in this country or ac- acceptable to de fi ni ti on  …… wh at  t he  uni ta ry  
States in which the constituent units shall 

Muslim unless it is designed on the government of India for 150 year has 
be autonomous and sovereign…… 

following basic principle, namely, that failed to achieve cannot be realized by the 
Adequate, effective and mandatory 

geographically contiguous unit are de- i m p o s i t i o n  o f  c e n t r a l  f e d e r a l  
safeguards should be specifically 

marketed into regions which should be so government………….. Except by means 
provided in the Constitution for 

co ns ti tu te d,  wi th  su ch  te rr it or ia l of armed force…. The problem in India is 
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 not of an inter-communal character but CRIPPS MISSION leadership of Gandhiji; Gandhije himself 

manifestly of an international one, and it The British Government was disturbed by called it “open rebellion”. This time 

must be treated as such….. The Hindus the initial setbacks suffered during the government did not take long to eat: 

an d Mu sl im  be lo ng  to  di ff er en t war. The British prime minster dispatched Gandhi and other congress leaders were 

civilizations which are based mainly on sir Stafford Cripps to India to find a arrested and congress committees were 

conflicting ideas and conceptions. To constitutional solution. He prepared his declared to be unlawful associations. The 

yoke together two such nations under a proposals which were published on 30 the Muslims were not a whit less insistent on 

single State, one as a numerical minority march. Both the Muslim League and the the attainment of independence, but they 

and the other as a majority, must lead to congress rejected the crisp proposals.   felt that the purpose of the congress was to 

growing discontent and final destruction DIVIDE AND QUIT bring abort the Hindu Raj and to deal a 

of any fabric that may be so built up for the On 8 August 1942 quit India resolution death blow to Muslim goad of Pakistan. 

government of such a state. was passed by the congress. It stated that To Gandhi's slogan quit India Jinnah 

WORLD WAR II AND such a wide spread struggle he under the replied with “divide and quit”.    

The British Government decided to undivided provinces not completely Moulana Abu Kalam Azad states as 

send a cabinet mission to India to sovereign. Jinnah chose the latter on under'' now happened one of their 

evolve some agreement between two the other hand scheme presented by unfortunate events which changed the 

commentates on the further of India. congress was not acceptable to Muslim course of history. On 10 July Nehru 

The Mission reached New Delhi on 24 league. So the negotiations failed. On held a press conference in which he 

March. The talk started with the Indian 16 May 1946 the cabinet mission made an astonishing statement that 

Le ad er s on  22 6 Ma rc h wh ic h announced its own plan wherein alone congress had agreed only to participate 

continued till 11 September 1946. The mentioned concept was available and itself there to change the cabinet 

commissioner gave Jinnah .the choice the compulsory grouping of provinces mission plan as it thought best”. He 

to accept a 'Truncated' but saving would eventually lead to the emergence further describes that “the statement 

Pakistan or to have Pakistan with of Pakistan about the latter events came to Jinnah as a bombshell”.           

CABINET MISSION
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But Mountbatten refused and 

threatened that in that case 'he 

might lose his Pakistan'. Jinnah 

was not to be intimidated: 

n March 1947, Lord Mountbatten back in May and started consultations 'what must be, must be', and was his only 

was appointed the Viceroy of India. with the Indian leaders, including Jinnah. reaction…' On 3 June, Jinnah, Nehru and ISoon after his arrival, he developed Formal announcement of the plan was Baldev Singh broadcast their acceptance 

personal friendship with Nehru and began 

to take his advice in drawing up his plans 

for the transfer of power. Eventually, 

Mountbatten formulated the plan for 

partition of India and went to London for 

its approval by the British Government. 

There is concrete evidence to suggest that 

scheduled on 3 June. Jinnah asked for time of the plan. The League Council approved he had the approval of Nehru before 

to seek opinion of the League Council. it a few days later.leaving for England. Mountbatten came 

LORD MOUNTBATTEN 
AND PARTITION PLANE

The partition plan provided for the was to be held in the NWFP and Sylhet, Pakistan against 2,847 for India. The 

partition of Punjab and Bengal if the to decide their future. The referendum votes cast for Pakistan were 51 precent 

le gi sl at iv e as se mb li es  of  th es e was held from July 6 to 17, was of the total electorate. But since all the 

provinces voted for it. A referendum peaceful. There were 289,244 votes for voters never turn up in any election, a 

fairer idea of the result is gained if the 

fact is taken into consideration that 

only 65 percent of the electorate had 

voted in 1946, and that on this basis, 78 

percent had voted for Pakistan. Thus 

each of the territories which were to 

comprise Pakistan-east Bengal, Sylhet, 

west Punjab, Sind, Baluchistan, and the 

North-West Frontier Province gave a 

positive vote for inclusion in Pakistan.  

NWFP REFERENDUM

THE BIRTH OF PAKISTAN
On 7, August, Jinnah left Delhi for 'Any idea of a United India could Jinnah was sworn in as its first 

Karachi. He addressed the constituent never have worked and, in my Governor-General. Thus came into 

assembly of Pakistan on 11 August, judgment, it would have led us to being the state of Pakistan. The long 

and declared that the partition of India terrific disaster'. On 14 August, and demanding struggle of Muslims 

and the creation of Pakistan was the Pakistan emerged as an independent had finally achieved its ultimate goal 

only 'solution' of the problem in India. Muslim state and on 15 August, and objective of a separate homeland.  
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THE FIRST CABINET OF PAKISTAN
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of its HR commissioner, Zeid Ra'ad Al 

Hussein, for its support to the right of self-

determination.” The 49-page report adds 

to criticism about India's tactics in the 

region, saying its security forces in 

Indian-administered Kashmir used 

“excessive force that led to unlawful 

killings” and caused many injuries. The 

accused India unjustifiably blames 

Pakistan for arming and training rebel 

groups who demand that the territory be 

united either under Pakistani rule or as an 
he Modi government's fervor killed by security forces and up to 20 

independent country. But charges leveled 
for committing human rights civilians killed by armed groups in the 

by UN' report are not without sufficient 
violations in Kashmir has same period, it said. “In responding to T

references that hold Modi's govt 
reached its zenith. “I will still stand by it,” demonstrations that started in 2016, 

responsible for Nazi type HR violations.
UN's Human Rights High Commissioner Indian security forces used excessive 

There is an insidiously-brokered and 
Zeid Raad al-Hussein said at a farewell force that led to unlawful killings and a 

unlawful pact between those in positions 
news conference at the UN Headquarters very high number of injuries,” the report 

of power accrued through democratic 
in New York on last Thursday, referring to said.  U.N. High Commissioner for 

elections and outfits like the ABVP, MNS, 
the report which India not only rejected as Human Rights Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein 

RSS, HSP, Vishwa Hindu Parisha and 
flawed but its media also unleashed c all ed for  ma xim um res tra int  an d 

Bajrang Dal. These outfits are stepping in 
personal attacks on him. According to the denounced the lack of prosecutions of 

as the Indian version of the German 
New York Times, “In the Indian-occupied Indian forces in Jammu and Kashmir due 

Volkssturm or the Sturn Abteiling. 
part of Kashmir, where there was already a to a 1990 law giving them what he called 

Whereas these outfits, including the 
history of bitter conflict, the new politics “virtual immunity”. The decades-old 

notorious SA under Fuhrer Hitler were 
have spurred more people to turn against dispute “has robbed millions of their basic 

official “arms” of the Nazi party, in India, 
the government. Some pick up guns, human rights,” Zeid said. He called for the 

these proto-fascist non-state actors 
others rocks, but the root emotion is the UN-backed Human Rights Council to 

function unlawfully, non-Constitutionally 
same: Many Kashmiris now hate India.” hold a “Commission of Inquiry” to 

and enjoy soft treatment from the state. 
“Walk through Kashmiri villages, where investigate alleged abuses in the disputed 

Octopus-like, they have different names, 
little apples are ripening on the trees and region. Alleged sites of mass graves in the 

shapes and forms, but they are linked to a 
the air tastes clean and crisp, and ask Kashmir Valley and Jammu should be 

larger whole, the RSS. The pernicious 
people what they want. “The most investigated, he said. India rejected the 

infiltration of India's law enforcement 
common response is independence'' , report, calling it a “selective compilation 

machinery over the course of decades by 
Times said of largely unverified information” that 

individuals who swear allegiance to the 
The latest UN report seriously accuses sought to build “a false narrative”.

ideology of the supremacist RSS makes it 
India of serious violations in India's Wel co mi ng  t he  r ep or t,  K as hm ir i 

easy for the police to simply not act. With 
northern state of Jammu and Kashmir separatist leader Mirwaiz Umar Farooq 

a government in power, wedded 
from July 2016 to April 2018. Activists wrote on Twitter, “People of Kashmir 

surreptitiously to the same goals, there is 
estimate that up to 145 civilians were thank the U.N., especially the bold efforts 

NAZIST MODI'S 

KASHMIR

 POLICY RAVAGES

Syed Qamar Afzal Rizvi
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Little calling to account. Under Modi's Given th e min dset  of th e Ind ian What Modi's government needs to 

supervision, a dangerous precedent is government in power, it appears an irony realise to the hilt is the truth that India's 

established: of colouring the Indian at the part of the Indian leadership to old tactics to suppress the Kashmiri 

military with a supremacist brush. The implement such Kashmir policies that freedom cause by dint of force can work 

main reason for political discontent and could only focus on New Delhi's driven no longer. Indian premier's goodwill 

resort to violence in Kashmir has to do strategy of pondering on tactical conflict gesture to talk to Pakistan's future govt 

with repeated infringement of the social managementthereby maintaining the under Imran can only be regarded as a 

contract by the central government of status  quo and procrastinat ing the peace omen if New Delhi is ready to 

India, acting often in tandem with the re so lu tionconsequent ly  ingraining  change its hawkish mindset on Kashmir 

sta te gov ern men t. Thi s has  bee n Indian hatred in the mind of every issue by accepting the ground realities 

accompanied by the insistent erosion of Kashmiri  child, woman and man.  that advocate a strategy of collaborating 

the democratic space that permits Military repression , communal division, and compromising instead of avoiding 

articulation of political discontent. In and forceful displacement of Kashmiri and confronting. According to Burkha 

effect, in Kashmir not only did the state population are the evil hallmarks of Dutt in Washington Post, 'There is no 

violate the social contract, democratic Modi's Kashmir policy that has ravaged military solution, and India will have to 

institutions and organisations failed to Kashmiris' civil rights. Instead of getting develop a dialogue mechanism to talk to 

c h a n n e l  p o l i t i c a l  r e s t i v e n e s s .  paranoid over the UN's fairly published rage-filled, disenchanted Kashmiris.''

Dissatisfied groups had therefore little report, Modi must re-orient its Kashmir  The wri ter,  an independent 'IR ' 

option but to resort to the use of violence; p o l i c y  d i r e c t i o n .  K a s h m i r i s '  re se ar ch er -c um -a na ly st  ba se d in  

and since violence not only breeds its fundamental rights cannot be terminated Karachi, is a member of European 

own trajectories but is self-reinforcing, by abrogating article 35-A. Pakistan will Consortium for Poli tica l Research  

conflict in the Kashmir valley took on a never compromise on the issue relating Standing Group on IR, Critical Peace & 

life of its own. to Kashmiris' right to self-determination. Conflict Studies.

he Aaland Islands had sec edi ng fro m Fin lan d, joi nin g was weak, and as a result it was less of 

al re ad y p et it io ne d t he  Sweden, to come under Swedish a dispute between Sweden and TRussians to secede from government control. The Swedish Finland than a dispute between the 

Finland and join Sweden. The cry for government , however, was not Aaland Islands and Finland.

independence in Finland set in motion uniformly excited by the prospect or Britain had submitted the Aaland 

Swedish aspirations to be among their concerned about the Aaland Islanders Islands issue to the League of Nations 

own, to secede from Finland and join or their interests for reasons having to rather than either Sweden or Finland.  

Sweden as they had been little more do with internal politics more than Britain believed that international 

than a century earlier. anyth ing else.   The ideologica l peace was at stake in a matter that was 

By means of a petition and supported struggles taking place in Russia and seen by Finland as an internal dispute. 

by more than 96% of the population, Finland were causing disarray in (Sounds familiar: “Let me state 

th ey  th en  pe ti ti on ed  th e n ew  execution of policy in Sweden as well.  unequivocally that Jammu and 

government of Finland and proposed As such their support for the petition Kashmir is an integral part of India 

THE AALAND ISLANDS 
MODEL AND KASHMIR Dr.Muhammad Fai
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and will always remain so.” the Commission, Max Huber, a autonomy the Aaland Islands 

Sushma Swaraj, Minister of University of Zurich professor had enjoyed under the Grand 

External  Affairs of  India.  of international law, and A. Duchy of Finland would have 

September  26,  2016).  The  Struycken, a Dutch politician been substantial reason alone to 

Aaland Islands had been the a n d  c o u n c i l o r  o f  t h e  have granted them their wish to 

s u b j e c t  o f  n u m e r o u s  Netherlands' government. join Sweden.  They needed 

The panel determined that, international disputes over the autonomy under Finland 

given the nature of Finland's issue of keeping it demilitarized because they wanted to be ruled 

recent independence from due to its strategic location in by Swedes and Swedish laws in 

Russia and questions remaining the mouth of the Gulf of a culture of a Swedish making. 

regarding its legal statehood, Bothnia, the large body of water The overwhelming opinion by a 

and the separate struggle of the separating Sweden and Finland. 95 percent majority expressing 

When the League agreed to Aaland Islands in respect to such a will was another factor 

consider the dispute, Finland bo th  Russ ia  and Finland,  that should have been given 

immediately declared that the Finland's sovereignty over the more weight. The notion that 

matter was outside the scope of Islands was not set in stone and Finland had been a state for a 

the authority of the League of t h e r e f o r e  s u b j e c t  t o  century, to be treated as any 

Nations since it was a matter to consideration by the League. other sovereign state, was a 

be resolved internally by the "The Aaland question is one that useful distortion of fact and 

country itself.  Procedurally, the extends beyond the sphere of l e g a l  t r i c k e r y ,  c l e a r l y  

Le ag ue  wo ul d t he n h av e domestic policy," they said. challenged by the Commission 
Following the report of the submitted the matter to the of Jurists, particularly since 
Commission of Jurists on the P e r m a n e n t  C o u r t  o f  sovereign control of both 
question of jurisdiction, the International Justice for review Finland and the Aaland Islands 
Council appointed a second to determine the legality of had not been held by Finland but 
commission, known as the Finland's claim over the Aaland by Russia. The Commission of 
Commission of Rapporteurs, to Islands, but since the Court was Rapporteurs obviously ignored 
advise the Council further on just then in the process of the facts and chose to parade the 
the merits of the dispute. Their formation, a panel of three v iews of  tyrants  whose  
decision is quite significant in jurists, the Aaland Commission positions in power were used to 
understanding the issue of how of Jurists, having international advance a narrow agenda not of 
and when, in the international r e p u t e  w a s  s e l e c t e d  t o  the people but of state largesse. 
community, self-determination adjudicate. The Commission State, to them, was land, not 
is regarded as a legitimate c o n s i s t e d  o f  F e r d i n a n d  people. The people were victims 
demand.Larnaude, Dean of the Law of whatever ambitions and 
One would think that the Faculty of Paris and president of greed provoked the state.
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ashmiris living in all the four government proceeds to resolve the It means the new government must ensure 

provinces of Pakistan have procedural hiccups that continue  to that India does not succeed in changing Kvoted for National Assembly impede the process of a UN supervised the demography of Kashmir. Quebec 

and Provincial Assemblies on July 25. vote on Kashmiri people's title to self- Independence vote failed for only 54,288 

They have 12 seats in the Azad Kashmir determination. Whether it decides to drag votes. The Kashmiri referendum has been 

Assembly. The Kashmiri vote in Pakistan on the sac load of confusion hyped by explained by Netherlands at the 566th 

represents a strong  consti tuency  of India that Kashmir must be addressed as a meeting of the UN Security Council held 

interest for the government and the people bilateral  issue as agreed in Shimla in 1951. Netherlands representative in the 

of Pakistan. They have a provincial, Agreement or it would be prepared to Security Council Mr Von Balluseck 

national, regional and international legal argue that bilateral engagement could not stated, “The lack of agreement therefore, 

personality. Their importance in a future be indeterminate and has to be taken over does not concern this right of self-

UN-supervi sed vo te  in  Kashmi r' s by the wisdom laid down in article 103 of determination. It concerns the ways and 

referendum has  not  been proper ly UN Charter. The new government shall means and procedures to establish the 

appreciated. have to be clear that it was after failing in conditions for a fair expression of the will 

their bilateral engagement under article 33 of the people of the State of Jammu and The litmus test for Imran Khan on 

of the UN Charter in 1947, India decided Kashmir who want to make their choice Kashmir begins with his address to the 

to make a reference to UN Security fr ee  fr om  an y ki nd  of  fe ar  or  73rd session of the UN General Assembly 

Council under article 35 of the UN intimidation.”(UNGA 73), which is to be held on 

Charter.September 18, 2018 in New York. To be He further qualified, “When I spoke about 

scrutinised is his appointment of foreign The government of Pakistan has a this problem before the Council on 29th 

minister, minister Kashmir affairs and bilateral agreement with the government March 1951, I contended that the issue 

Gilgit Baltistan and chairman Kashmir of Azad Jammu and Kashmir called should, in the last analysis, be decided by 

committee. One hopes that the new Karachi Agreement of April 28, 1949. It the people of the State of Jammu and 

government does not satisfy itself with the has  ass ume d dut ies  und er UNC IP Kashmir themselves, and not the rulers 

wisdom stashed time and again in the resolutions in the Constitution Act 1974 in heretofore placed over them, and that no 

same A4 size files for the last 71 years Azad Kashmir, to provide  a better prearranged political organization in any 

since signing a Stand Still Agreement with administration and a better government, part of the State concerned, and set up 

the Government of Jammu and Kashmir until such time that there is a UN under the auspices of authorities which 

in August 1947. It should use all intra- supervised vote in Kashmir. had already made their, choice should 

The most immediate concern must be age nci es mec han ism , civ il soc iet y interfere with their complete freedom of 
saving the youth of Kashmir. Neither the 

(NGOs), Hurriyat, AJK Government, choice.”
UN High Commissioner's report nor the 

diaspora and UN resources to spearhead a Pakistan Mission in New York have made Imran Khan's government shall have to 
any input on the profiling of Kashmiri strong and convincing policy on Kashmir. reorganise the Kashmir component, make 
youths by the Indian security forces

It would be interesting to find how the new it genuine, relevant to the distribution of 

PRIME MINISTER 

IMRAN KHAN'S 

KASHMIR TEST Dr Syed Nazir Gilani
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th e pe op le  an d re le va nt  to  th e exercise of the rights of peoples to self- of Kashmir, to Government of Great 

jurisprudence of August 1947 Stand Still determination for consideration on 21 Britain and the Government of Pakistan 

Agreement with the Government of July 2016. The matter has to be picked up that its presence in Kashmir is temporary 

Kashmir, accession of 27th October for further action by the Pakistan and is subject to a free and fair vote.

1947, bilateral agreements with India Mission in New York. Every Pakistani It may be a bit different from the routine 

and the jurisprudence of UN Resolutions Mission abroad and those attached to the if Prime Minister Imran Khan informs 

on Kashmir. The new government has to United Nations in Geneva and New the General Assembly that Indian army 

shake off the lethargy and deny awarding York, should have an online record of has violated the four conditions placed 

an undue advantage to India. their work on Kashmir. on it at the time of granting it a temporary 

The most immediate concern has to be Pakistan should come out of the tangle admission into a part of Kashmir. It has 

saving the youth of Kashmir. Neither the that it has failed to withdraw the bulk of further violated the three restraints 

UN High Commissioner's report nor the its forces from Kashmir. This argument placed on its number, behaviour and 

Pakistan Mission in New York have has passed its expiration date. The location under UN SC Resolution of 21 

made any input on the profiling of requirement of a Pakistani pullout was April 1948. The violation makes the 

Kashmiri youths by the Indian security reversed on January 15, 1948 when India Indian army an occupation force. He 

forces . Kashmiri youth have been surrendered Kashmir's accession for an should be accompanied by a delegation 

profiled into five categories, for killing. UN-supervised vote and when UN of people of Kashmir from all disciplines 

brokered a ceasefire on January 01, of life from both sides of Kashmir The reward for killing category A++, A+, 

1949. The Kashmir question has moved (including GB) and the diaspora. The last A, B, and C militants is fixed at Indian 

ahead from the “emergency” of October and the only formal contact of the Rupees 12.5 lakh, 7.50 lakh, five lakh, 

27, 1947. For a free and fair plebiscite, Government of Azad Kashmir with the three lakh and two lakh, respectively. 

there must be an equity between the UNCIP chair was in writing on July 8, JKCHR has made a written statement to 

armies of India and Pakistan. Even 1948.the UN Working Group on the use of 

before moving to the UN Security Https://dailytimes.com.pk/282492/primmercenaries by India as a means of 

Council India has pledged to the people e-minister-imran-khans-kashmir-test/violating human rights and impeding the 

Illustration: Peter C. Espina/GT is on Modi. So, have his domestic and drew mixed responses. 

Various political parties are gearing up for foreign policies brought actual benefits However, the series of domestic economic 

India's general elections slated for the first for India? reforms initiated by the prime minister 

half of 2019. Apart from the fierce Back in 2014, Modi came to power with have been dwarfed by his foreign policy. 

competition with opposition parties, there pledges to reform and develop. His In the number of overseas visits ever 

are internal conflicts within the incumbent government launched a spectrum of undertaken by an Indian prime minister, 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Opposition socioeconomic and development policies M o d i  i s  s e c o n d  t o  n o n e .  H i s  

parties, notably the Congress party, are like land legislation reform, the "Make in administration has made breakthroughs in 

anxious to  defeat  Pr ime Minister  India" program, demonetization, and the diplomacy with major countries and those 

Narendra Modi and his BJP, while Modi's Goods and Services Tax reform. These in the region. The prime minister aims at 

own party members are trying to replace measures, especially the last two, left a strengthening control over South Asian 

him. It seems that the focus of the struggle profound impact on Indian society and and Indian Ocean countries to consolidate 

FOREIGN POLICY KEY FOR 
MODI IN 2019 ELECTIONS

 Liu Zongyi 

Source :Global Times 



14

 India's dominant role in the region. shunning non-al ignment is also Russia and US President Donald 

Moreover, the Modi administration conspicuous in its approach to Israel. Trump launched a trade war on 

intends to play a balanced or even a The reason why India is valued by Beijing, Washington laid out a series 

leading role in the international order Western countries is its geopolitical of policies beneficial to India, one of 

to improve India's international status. position in South Asia and the Indian which is a $113 million investment 

Modi's maneuvers among China, Ocean as well as its economic package for promoting Indo-Pacific 

Russia, the US and Japan have potential, which however could not regional integration. 

showcased his intention to project materialize to put it at a competitive Moreover, the US has granted India 

India as a "China balancer." India position with major powers like the Strategic Trade Authorization tier-

views China as the biggest variable in China, the US and Russia. Therefore, 1 status, which is enjoyed by its close 

the global and regional order. Modi's predecessor Manmohan Singh Asian allies like Japan and South 

During the Barack Obama era, Korea. And the US National 

Washington and New Delhi Defense Authorization Act 

c l i nched  the  Log i s t i c s  may permit India to purchase 

Exchange Memorandum of the S-400 air-defense system. 

Ag re em en t,  su cc es sf ul ly  After improving ties with 

d o v e t a i l i n g  t h e  U S '  Beijing and Moscow, New 

"rebalancing to the Asia- Delhi is back to its previous 

Pacific" strategy and India's practice of striking a balance 

"Act East" policy. Since then, between China and the US. 

H o w  l o n g  t h e  M o d i  New Delhi has proactively 

administration's China policy interfered in the South China 

will last is in question. Some Sea dispute. 

Modi has also frequently fo rc es  wi th in  th e B JP  

interacted with his Japanese dissatisfied with the prime 

counterpart S hinzo Abe, minister's foreign policy 

l a u n c h i n g  a l l - w e a t h e r  expect him to implement more 

cooperation targeting a rising p r o - We s t  a n d  p r o - U S  

China. They also proposed the measures  while taking a 

Asia-Africa Growth Corridor tougher  s t ance  aga ins t  tried to define India's position to strike 

initiative to offset the influence of neighboring countries. To gain victory a balance with big countries to secure 

Beijing's Belt and Road initiative. in the general elections, Modi may its interests. 

India is also establishing an exclusive have to make use of Hindu But the Doklam standoff and the 

military alliance with the US, Japan nationalism and provoke disputes political turmoil in the Maldives in 

and Australia in the name of "a free with Pakistan. Keeping a balance 2017 revealed that Modi's foreign 

and open Indo-Pacific." In recent between the East and the West policy has gone somewhat "awry." 

years, New Delhi has departed from remains his biggest diplomatic However, whether his diplomatic 

its central identity of non-alignment in challenge for India.  policy is tactical or strategic is worth 

global politics, putting more emphasis Http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1mulling over. After Modi sought to 

on short-term, pragmatic interests. Its 114972.shtmlimprove relations with China and 
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barring students from poor families from 

entry.

Many more poor children are influenced by 

their families, communities, and the social 

environment. Combined with the fact that 

they cannot get along with children from 

upper-class or middle-class families in 

n the very first morning I Minister Narendra Modi spared no effort to private schools, they are more likely to end 

arrived in Mumbai, I went to the attract foreign investments, a crucial up like the young Indian taxi driver - opting 

most emblematic landmark of problem emerged - the quality of Indian O to drop out of school.

the city - the Gateway of India. However, it labor cannot satisfy the need of foreign The gap between the rich and the poor 

was not the magnificent architecture that co mp an ie s.  Li ke  ma ny  de ve lo pi ng  reflected in India's education is not just 

caught my attention, but young people in countries, the unfair education system in related to money, but also the gap in 

threes and fives with backpacks on their India has not only severely hindered the economic and social rights, and traditional 

shoulders passing by the structure in the nation's economic development, but also social classes. India's economist Amartya 

morning fog.They seemed to have just led to the widening gap between the rich and Sen, winner of the 1998 Nobel Prize in 

woken up and were heading to somewhere, the poor, which has become a chronic economics, noted in his book Poverty and 

but it also looked as if they were wandering obstruction that perplexes the country's Famines: An Essay on Entitlement and 

around aimlessly on the streets. I saw the development. Deprivation that the root cause of poverty in 

weather forecast in the morning - the A taxi driver, who looks to be in his 20s, told India lies with the country's societal 

temperature was expected to peak at 40 me that he lived in the suburb of Mumbai, structure which prevents social mobility 

degree Celsius that day. Those who have dropped out of primary school and started to among different classes. Compared with 

traveled in India must have noticed the most do part-time jobs because his family needed India, thanks to the 1949 revolution, which 

prominent feature in the country - the huge money. He added that many young people completely eliminated the division between 

popula tion. Mos t tou ris ts wou ld be he knows are the same - "Do we have other social classes and realized free and 

surprised by those idling young people on choices?" He shrugged his shoulder. When compulsory education for all, China has 

the streets. When I was in Jaipur, Rajasthan we passed by a splendid building in the achieved rapid development over the past 

in northern India, I saw quite a few young center of the city, he pointed at the gate, decades. 

men and women sitting on the grass, telling me it requires a large sum of money But this does not mean that the education 

chatting since the early hours of the day, to go to a private school like that. His words system in China is flawless. Like in many 

even though it was not a holiday or a made me think of the kids selling souvenirs o the r  deve lop ing  na t i ons ,  c l a s s  

festival. Yuan Jirong, a People's Daily outside many tourist attractions. differentiation is a major barrier in 

correspondent in India, told me that 60 It has been over two decades since India obtaining higher education. What India 

percent of the population in India is below made primary education universal. In 2009, needs to focus on is how to continuously 

the age of 25. That means, in a country with India also passed the Right to Education Act break the barrier to class mobility. And what 

1.2 billion people, approximately 700 and forced private schools to reserve 25 China needs to do is to prevent the gap 

million are youths. This is an enormous percent of its enrollment for low-income, between classes from widening. From this 

amount of wealth when it comes to the labor poor and disabled students. point of view, the education situation in 

force. But according to local foreign But my friends told me that private schools India should also serve as a warning to 

enterprises, most young Indians, especially are pretending to have implemented the bill, China.

women and those in the lower castes, are while charging fees for other services and http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/104425

undereducated.  When Indian  Pr ime setting up a number of hidden thresholds, 5.shtml

By Ding Gang 

Source: Global Times  

UNFAIR EDUCATION 
EXPOSES INDIA'S 
SOCIAL RIFT
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when interviewing 600 women and men 

in India's cities.

India's women are traumatised in less 

obvious ways than by tanks in the streets, 

bombs and warlords. Our oppression 

starts innocuously: it occurs in private 

life, within families, with girls being 

locked up in their own homes. This 

everyday violence is the product of a 

culture that bestows all power on men, and 

that does not even want women to exist. 

This is evident in the unbalanced sex 

ratios at birth, even in wealthy families. 

But India also kills its women slowly. This 

violence is buried in the training of 

women in some deadly habits that invite 

human rights violations, but that are 

considered the essence of good 

womanhood

The first teaches girls to be afraid of their 

own bodies. When a girl is not supposed to 

exist, 1.3 billion people collectively 

Tragic rape cases have shocked the of minor girls increased by 82% compared pretend that girls don't have bodies and 

country. But the everyday suffering of 650 with the previous year. Chillingly, across especially no sexual parts. If girls do not 

million Indian women and girls goes all rape cases, 95% of rapists were not have bodies, sexual molestation is not 

unnoticed st rangers bu t fami ly,  fr iends and possible, and if it does happen, it has to be 

India is at war with its girls and women. neighbours. denied, and if it cannot be denied, the girl 

The planned rape of eight-year-old Asifa The culturally sanctioned degradation of must be blamed.

in a temple by several men, including a women is so complete that the prime Denial of sexuality in homes is another 

policeman who later washed the clothes mini ster  of Indi a, Nare ndra  Modi , habit that is deadly to girls. Almost every 

she was wearing to destroy evidence, was launched a national programme called woman I interviewed had experienced 

particularly horrific. Asifa's rape has Beti Bachao (Save Our Girls). India can some form of sexual molestation. Only 

outraged and shaken the entire country. arguably be accused of the largest-scale two had told their mothers, only to be 

Yet sexual abuse in India remains human rights violation on Earth: the dismissed , “Yes,  th is  happens in 

widespread despite tightening of rape persistent degradation of the vast majority families,” or “No, this did not happen.” 

laws in 2013. According to the National of its 650 million girls and women. And Indian government surveys show that 

Crimes Records Bureau, in 2016 the rape this includes the middle classes, as I found 42% of girls in the country have been 

INDIA'S ABUSE OF WOMEN IS THE BIGGEST 
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION ON EARTH

Deepa Narayan
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 sexually abused. down, by definition must depend on women to demean, dismiss and discount 

Speech is another basic human right. To others, which only serves to breed fear and other women. Almost no woman I 

have a voice, to speak up, is to be violence. Over 50% of Indian men and interviewed belonged to a women's group. 

recognised, to belong. But girls are trained women still believe that sometimes They said, “I don't have time for gossip.”

in silence. They are told to be quiet, to women deserve a beating. One woman is The real genius of this system lies in the 

speak softly, dheere bolo, to have no killed every hour for not bringing enough fact that oppression has been recast as a 

opinions, no arguments, no conflicts. dowry to a husband. But dependency is virtue. So erasure of self  the most 

Silent women disappear. They are easy to still presented as a virtuous habit and treacherous human rights violation  hides 

ignore, overrule, and violate without independence as a bad characteristic. in plain sight, sanctified by loving 

repercussions. Impunity flourishes Dependent women have no separate families, perfumed by our definitions of 

t serves a culture of violence to create identity  and are legitimate only as goodness. And the private sphere, the 

pleasers, another habit that further erodes mothers, wives and daughters. Such f amily, remains  impene trab le  and 

a woman's sense of self . Pleasers  women are trained to put duty over self  untouchable.

compromise and sacrifice, all disguised the suicide numbers are highest for We have underestimated the power of 

through the ubiquitous phrase beta thora housewives. culture in creating violence within our 

adjust kar lo  “darling, please adjust a The right to assemble is a right taken away families. To reclaim our humanity we 

little”. It means to be punished to force by dictators. In India it is the culture that need a national conversation about what it 

you to fit in, to do what others want you to subverts women's desire to organise. The means to be a good woman and a good 

do and never say no. cultural design of oppression is so clever, man in India today.

Women whose sense of self has been worn that it instils a habit of distrust and trains 

troops to prevent people from holding 

anti-India demonstrations. The design to 

forcibly wrest Kashmir began to unfold on 

August 16, 1947, with the announcement 

of the Radcliffe Boundary Award. It gave 

the Gurdaspur Districta majority Muslim 

Eve ry yea r whe n Ind ia cel ebr ate s 2016 against the martyrdom of the young area to India to provide a land route to the 

Ind epe nde nce  D ay on Aug ust  1 5, Kashmir leader Burhan Wani by the Indian armed forces to move into 

Kashmiris on both sides of the Line of Indian security forces. However, every Kashmir. It is notable that since 1947, in 

Control (LoC) and the world over observe year, Indian Independence Day is marked order to maintain its illegal control, India 

it as the Black Day to convey the message by comple te shutdown, as deserted has continued its repressive regime in the 

to the international community that India streets, closed businesses and security Occupied Kashmir through various 

continues to usurp their inalienable right patrolling the streets could be seen in the machinations and State-sponsored 

to self- determination. At present, this Indian-Held Kashmir. Noting intensity in terrorism. Various forms of state terrorism 

very day has come at a time, when the the war of liberation and hoisting of have been part of a deliberate campaign 

Indian-Occupied Kashmir is bracing Pakistani flags by the Kashmiri protesters, by the Indian army and paramilitary 

continued sieges and prolonged curfews, th is  ti me  to o,  In di an  oc cu pa ti on  forces against Muslim Kashmiris, 

while Indian security forces have auth orit ies w ill i mpos e str inge nt especially since 1989. It has been 

martyred more than 600 innocent persons restrictions in Srinagar and other towns by manifested in brutal tactics like 

who have been protesting since July 8, deploying heavy contingents of police and crackdowns, curfews, illegal detentions, 

AUGUST15 
BLACK DAY

 FOR KASHMIRIS Sajjad Shaukat
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 massacre , targeted killings , sieges, various reports of human rights groups sources and human rights organizations 

b u r n i n g  t h e  h o u s e s ,  t o r t u r e ,  have pointed out gross human rights have revealed that unnamed graves 

disappearances, rape, breaking the legs, violations committed by the Indian include those innocent persons, killed by 

molestation of Muslim women and killing security forces in the Indian Occupied the Indian military and paramilitary 

of persons through fake encounter. Kashmir. While, European Union has troops in the fake encounters, including 

In fact, Indian forces have employed passed a resolution about human rights those who were tortured to death by the 

various draconian laws like the Jammu abuses committed by Indian forces in the Indian secret agency RAW. Now, some 

and Kashmir Disturbed Areas Act, and the Indian held Kashmir. It is of particular leaders the Western countries and their 

Armed Forces (Jammu and Kashmir) attention that in 2008, a rights group media have also taken notice of India's 

Special Powers Act and Public Safety Act reported unmarked graves in various gross human rights violations in Kashmir. 

in killing the Kashmiri people, and for the regions of the Indian-Held Kashmir. Then Indian authorities are not willing to talk 

arbitrarily arrest of any individual for an researchers and other groups reported with Kashmiri people  on pol iti cal  

indefinite period. Besides Human Rights finding thousands of mass graves without grounds. New Delhi reached a conclusion 

Watch, in its various reports, Amnesty markers. In this context, in August, 2011, that only bullet is the right way of dealing 

International has also pointed out grave Indian Jammu and Kashmir State Human with Kashmiris, who are demanding their 

human rights violations in the Indian R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n  o f f i c i a l l y  right of self-determination. Surprisingly, 

controlled Kashmir, indicating, “The acknowledged in its report that innocent Indian successive governments are trying 

Musl im major ity population in the civilians killed in the two-decade conflict to ignore the dynamics of the freedom 

Ka sh mi r Vall ey  su ffer s fr om the have been buried in unmarked graves. In movement of Kashmiris for the sake of 

repressive tactics of the security forces. In the recent past, more unmarked graves their alien rule. New Delhi also neglects 

the recent past, Amnesty International and have been discovered. Notably, foreign the fact that Kashmir remains a nuclear 
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 flashpoint between Pakistan and India. of the US-led Western countries over right of self-determination from India, 

Although Indian Constitution declares the Indian injustices, Kashmiris, living which continues various forms of state 

India to be a secular and democratic on both sides of the LoC observe “Black terrorism in order to suppress their 

state, yet its subsequent regimes have Day” on August 15 to protest against the popular movement. The observance of 

broken all the records by continuing Indian illegal occupation of Jammu and the Indian Independence Day as the 

undemocratic injustices in relation to Kashmir. On this very day, Pakistanis Black Day keeps the issue of Kashmir 

the Kashmiris.  Nevertheless , by and Kashmiris across the globe express alive.

exposing the myth of Indian claim of the solidarity with the freedom struggle of Https://pakobserver.net/aug-15-black-

largest democracy and double standard Kashmiris, demanding their legitimate day-for-kashmiris/

he issue of Kashmir is not the dispute amongst India, Pakistan and even apply to the state of Kashmir which 

re la ted to  the unfinished  People of Kashmir under the aspirations is governed by its own Constitution. Even Tagenda of partition alone, but a of people, but not within the framework of the governor of the state and judges of 

consistent struggle for the inalienable the constitution of India”. Article-257 of High Court are appointed under the 

right of self-determination. The territory the constitution of Pakistan impliedly constitution of the state. Different articles 

now known as Jammu and Kashmir was guarantees something equal to freedom by of the Indian constitution are extended to 

first annexed by the Mughals followed by pledging that “when people of a state the state through executive orders and not 

Afghans, Sikhs, Dogras of Jammu and dec ide  to accede  to Pakistan,  the  by parliament.

fina lly c ulmi nati ng in  the f orci ble relationship between Pakistan and the India is committed under Article 51 of its 

occupation by India which continues state shall be determined in accordance Constitution “to foster respect for 

today. with the wishes of the people of that international law and treaty obligations in 

state”.Pakistan pledges its political, diplomatic the dealings of organised people with one 

and moral support for right to self- Let the generals take the initiative to another, and, encourage settlement of 

determination of Kashmiris guaranteed persuade their governments by taking a international disputes by arbitration”, 

by more than a dozen UN resolutions leaf from General Musharraf's four point besides “making law for the whole or any 

.Pakistan has gone even beyond the letters formula, 'Identify the geographic regions part of the territory of India for 

of resolutions, but within their spirit, for of Kashmir that need resolution'. These implementing any treaty, agreement or 

its peaceful settlement by negotiations regions are unambiguously identifiable. convention with any other country or 

with India under various agreements on They are the valley of Kashmir and its countries or any decision made at any 

the top of which is the Simla agreement of peripheries of Chinab and Pirpanjal international conference, association or 

1972.It has even accepted the Hurriyat other body” under article 253 of its Notwithstanding the rhetoric of Kashmir 

conference constitution of July 31, 1993 constitution. Pakistan is obliged under being an integral part of India, the state is 

by accepting that “Exercise of right to Article 40 of its constitution “to promote not included in the definition of the Indian 

self-determination shall also include the international peace and security, foster state under Article-152 of the Indian 

right to independence”. The constitution goodwill and friendly relations among all cons t i t u t i on .  Chap te r -2  o f  t he  

also accepts the “negotiated settlement of nations and encourage the settlement of Constitution relating to states does not 

Manzoor Hussain Gillani
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International disputes by international few days ago, who have the perception of meaningful dialogue.”

means”. the ground realities must also be kept in Let the generals take the initiative to 

Given thi s pol iti co legal pos ition,  mind “the time is not far when they will be persuade their governments by taking a 

tripartite negotiations are the only way convinced that neither the forces nor the leaf from General Musharraf's four point 

out. UNCIP has endorsed this while militants will be able to achieve this goal. formula, “Identify the geographic regions 

explaining  in  it s reso lu tions that  Together, we have to find a way for peace of Kashmir that need resolution”. These 

“Commission i s no t committed to  and we will be successful in that” regions are unambiguously identifiable. 

rejection of a peaceful solution which (Ge ner al Raw at) . His  cou nte rpa rt,  They are the valley of Kashmir and its 

might be agreed upon by the two General Bajwa of Pakistan retorted that, peripheries of Chinab and Pirpanjal”. Let 

governments,  provided that  such a “It is our sincere belief that the route to us hope that sanity prevails.

solution reflects the will of the people”. peaceful resolution of Pakistan  India Https://dailytimes.com.pk/284399/the-

The coinciding statements of the Chiefs of disputes, including the core issue of kashmir-issue-a-legal-perspective/

staff of the Indian and Pakistani forces a Kashmir, is through comprehensive and **********

ith friends like these, who the whole Nato alliance on its head. He di sc losu res pa in t a 

n e e d s  e n e m i e s ?  T h e  has threatened to impose punitive trade disturbing picture of a 

economic-d iplomatic spat tariffs on close partners like Canada and dee ply  div ide d and  W
between the US and Turkey is a textbook the EU. chaotic house.

case of how not to conduct diplomacy. At home, he has outraged Republicans In many ways, the  

The alarming pace at which things have and Democrats by embracing Putin and Turkey-US showdown 

unravelled between the traditional friends giving him a clean chit on Russia's had been waiting to happen. The friction 

and Nato allies of more than six decades is apparent meddling in the 2016 US between Ankara and Washington has been 

both sobering and instructive. By the way, elections. On the other hand, he has rattled growing for some time on multiple fronts. 

Turkey contributes the largest contingent the global economy with his trade war The continuing US support to the Kurds in 

to the largely white Nato alliance. And if with China and imposition of tariffs on Syria has been a source of tension for 

the situation has gone from bad to worse India, two of the world's fastest growing some time. Turkey has already deployed 

and deteriorated in no time, perhaps both economies. its troops in Syria to deal with the 

sides are to blame. Of course, who could forget the now challenge from Kurdish separatists.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of  sensational and staggering turnaround on E rdogan has  been voluble  and 

Turkey could have perhaps dealt with this what had been billed as the 'mother of a increasingly trenchant in his criticism of 

differently and more perceptively. By deal ' on  Iran , the sing le  bigges t Israel and in expressions of solidarity with 

responding predictably to US President achievement of Barack Obama. Which the Palestinians at a time when the US, led 

D o n a l d  Tr u m p ' s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  was precisely why, methinks, Trump by Trump, has dropped all pretences of 

shenanigans and provocations, he has fought it tooth and nail from the day one, being a neutral mediator or of striving for 

only precipitated the crisis. just as he has mindlessly destroyed what peaceful resolution of the Middle East 

The mercurial and fickle nature of the US had been known as the Obamacare, conflict. The US recognition of Jerusalem 

leader is hardly a secret. The alacrity with another signature achievement of his as Israel's capital and moving the US 

which Trump has managed to antagonise charismatic predecessor. embassy to a ci ty sacred to three 

America's closest friends and allies and Here is someone who can go to absurd Abrahamic faiths has been the proverbial 

un de rm in ed  st ra te gi c pa rt ne rs hi ps  lengths to avenge the slightest slights, real last straw in breaking the so-called peace 

carefully built over the years is simply or imagined. The endless pageant of high- process.

unprecedented.By openly courting Putin's profile departures from the Trump White Me an wh il e,  Turk ey 's  un eq ui vo ca l 

Russia , Washington 's arch foe, and House over the past year and half  from support for Qatar in its dispute with its 

wrecking relationships with close allies FBI Director James Comey to chief Gulf neighbours has not gone down well 

like Canada, Germany, Australia and even strategist Steve Bannon and White House in the region. Erdogan also ruffled many 

the UK, accusing them of piggybacking press secretary Sean Spicer to Secretary of feathers by cheering for the Arab Spring 

on the US financially, Trump has turned State Rex Tillerson  and their sensational revolutions in 2011. Erdogan, not just 

WHO WINS IF TURKEY LOSES?

Aijaz Zaka Syed
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K n o w n  f o r  h i s  s t r o n g  a n d  this US administration for some time. abandoned them  the Palestinians, Syrians 

uncompromising stances but also for While Pakistan happens to be the only and Rohingya Muslims of Burma. It 

articulating them frequently without  Muslim nation with nuclear weapons, Iran would be an epic tragedy if the Ottoman 

worrying too much about consequences, is perceived as aspiring to be one. country goes down fighting for what it 

has also voiced support for Iran over the While Iran has been hit yet again with US believes in and stands for. It is in Turkey's 

nuclear issue. Turkey's relations with the sanctions, dealing a devastating blow to a interest as well as that of the larger region 

Europeans have also been strained for coun try ba tt li ng  seve re  economic  that Erdogan resolves this row sooner than 

some time as Erdogan has frequently hardships on account of decades of later, and as amicably as possible. As 

taken the EU and the West to task for their sanctions, Pakistan appears headed in that Bernard Shaw argued, when you wrestle 

“double standards”. So it is hardly direction. Indeed, all three countries are with a pig, you end up only dirtying 

surprising that one spies near jubilation in staring at unprecedented economic crises, yourself. Similarly, Iran cannot go on 

many Western and regional capitals over many of them manufactured by their forever blaming its woes on the West and 

Turk ey' s cur ren t pre dic ame nt.  The  enemies as well as their own leaders. 'Big Satan.' It needs to open itself to the 

country, that has made impressive strides Yet, tempting as it is, the embattled world and focus on its own challenges and 

under Erdogan's leadership to emerge as a Muslim nations would do well to avoid problems, rather than expend its energies 

formidable regional and global economic needless  confrontation with Trump's and limited resources in poking its nose 

player, is right now teetering on the brink America and the West in general. If into the affairs of its neighbours. Iran, 

of a grave economic crisis. The Turkish anything, Trump revels in provocation. Turkey and Pakistan need to put their 

lira has lost nearly half of its value in the Adversity seems to bring out the worst in ho us e in  or de r to  ta ke  on  th e 

past few months, much of it after Trump the man who like George W Bush sees the unpreceden ted chall enges  of a fast 

announced his punitive tariffs. Erdogan world in the stark, 'with-us-or-against-us' changing and globalising world.

has accused “economic terrorists” of binary terms. Indeed, compared to the Home to some of the world's youngest 

fomenting the crisis. Given the many current incumbent, W comes across as the populations with immense potential and 

enemies he has earned himself over the very epitome of sweet reason. p romise ,  t he  I s l amic  wor ld  i s  

years at home and abroad and the By responding to Trump's threats and unfortunately the least prepared for the 

worldview he represents, his accusations provocations in kind, Turkey would only challenges and opportunities of the future. 

aren't entirely imaginary. end up hurting itself in a global economy Leaders like Erdogan and Imran Khan 

Indeed, it is not just Turkey that is at the that is hopelessly dominated and dictated must prove that they represent the Muslim 

receiving end. Two other prominent by the US. Erdogan's Turkey inspires world's future, not its past.

Muslim countries, Pakistan and Iran, are much love and admiration across the The writer is an independent writer and 

also  faci ng the same  pred icam ent.  Muslim world for its courage to speak for former newspaper editor.

Isolated and under siege, the two Muslim the voiceless and dispossessed of this 

countries have been in the crosshairs of world when everyone seems to have 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/3561

04-who-wins-if-turkey-loses
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n a trembling voice, my dadi 
reveals to me the breathtaking Idetai ls  of  this  his toric  

migration

With the announcement of Pakistan's but the overloaded train didn't stop.

formation, it was time to make a strenuous The only option left to us was to be a part 

decision; to leave everything associated of a qafilaa (travelling group). The hijrat 

“Leave! Go away to Pakistan.” with childhood memories and start over. (migration) began. Every step was taken 

Threatening shouts like this were heard all Every 'musla' (muslim) will be shot on with the growing fear of obliviousness.

over the streets. Swords swaying and their sight, a message well-spread, forced us to There were two more groups of migrants 

chimes were filling fear in the air. make this hard choice. before ours. I witnessed them being killed 

One of the survivors of this deadliest It's now been 71 years; I see celebrations by Sikhs. No one survived in those 

exodus, my dadi, reveals breathtaking everywhere on this day. But these cheers groups. Our qafilaa stayed for seven days 

details of the historic migration in a still refresh the memory of a father in the fields. Rain started. There was 

trembling voice. “It was April 1947 and carrying the body of his dead daughter all nothing to eat and only rain water from 

the riots had already been started. Sikhs the way so she could be buried in her “new muddy ponds to drink. The military (don't 

became a symbol of killing for Muslims. homeland” remember whose) used to give us only one 

They were closing schools and setting Extremely terrified but unable to get a cup of wheat per person. I still remember 

houses on fire. There were puddles of truck ride, we headed instead to the Batala the sight of my hennah dotted hands and 

blood everywhere. My elder sister fell Railway Station, hoping to get on the the clangs my lal choora (red bangle) 

seriously ill after she witnessed a dreadful train. 14 years old, newlywed, along with made, while collecting the handful of 

sight from the window of our haveli. A my husband, I desperately ran after the wheat.

Sikh brutally tore out the stomach of a train, wearing a burka and carrying a potli Suddenly we saw a group of Sikhs rushing 

Muslim. She couldn't bear the trauma and (bundle) of my silk dresses over my head. towards us with swords in their hands. 

passed away later. I lost a shoe during the desperate sprint, That voice when the whole qafila started 

Arshiya Zahid

A SURVIVOR'S GUT-WRENCHING 
TALE OF THE DEADLY 1947 EXODUS
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 reciting Ayat Kareema loudly, still echoes sea rch ing  for  me.  Mis sing per son  everywhere on this day. But these cheers 

in my ears. I then witnessed a miracle as a announcements were made on radio and still refresh the memory of a father 

military jeep arrived and the Sikhs fled. printed in newspaper. He took me with carrying the body of his dead daughter all 

After seven days of hunger and thirst, our him to Lahore where I met my mother and the way so she could be buried in her 'new 

qafi laa fina lly moved on. Walking  sisters.”Remembering her good days in homeland.' It also reminds me of the pain 

continuously for 119 miles in one day we India, my dadi revealed to me that her of a mother who asked her son to pick a 

saw a canal. Our destination was on the family was among the elite of the city. Her sugar cane from a field and as he went, 

other side. There were echoes of “Allah u grandfather's splendid haveli in Amritsar; disappeared on purpose because there was 

Akbar” all over and our faces were full of famous for its 100 doors was where she no food for him.”

happiness. The moment can't be described had spent her childhood. It was believed With tears in her eyes, she said, “I used to 

in words. My husband and I managed to that there was gold buried underground. “I say that I will never forget this dreadful 

reach Sialkot, where through my veil I studied five grades from the Mission High journey and indeed I never did!”

saw a familiar face from my childhood School in Amritsar. I remember there was The writer is a recent graduate of Mass 

memories. Mustafa! Are you the one who one Sikh guru in our mohalla who used to Communication from University of the 

used to live in Muhammad Buksh's keenly listen to verses of the Holy Quran Punjab Lahore and is interested in 

Mansion, (my grandfather's grand haveli) from me and always praised me for my lifestyle, culture, arts and history. She can 

I asked. It was indeed Mustafa and he recitation. be reached at arshiyazahid@hotmail.com 

revealed that my mother had been It's now been 71 years; I see celebrations and tweets at @Arshiayzahid

KASHMIRI CULTURE
n last 500 years, most of the literature produced about the 

movement that Sheikh Nooruddin Noorani led in 

medieval Kashmir is shrouded in myths and miracles. Immigrant Muslim preachers from Central Asia apart, there was I
Some new works have attempted rediscovering the Sheikh by a serious Dawah movement at the peak of Sultanate era that 

linking his poetry to the era he lived and the challenges he faced. immensely contributed in Kashmir's transition to Islam. It was 

This must encourage more professional research on Kashmir led by none other than Sheikh Nooruddin Reshi. It worked in the 

history's most reputed Muslim, reports Masood Hussain vast space outside the Shehr-e-Kashmir, where from the rulers 

operated. Most of the top leaders of the immigrant preachers 

faced issues on account of language and culture and were 

mostly settled around the city.

But the narrative about the spread of Islam in Kashmir has, by 

and large, underplayed the indigenous movement. One key 

factor is that the persona of Sheikh has gradually evolved into 

that of a super-human around whom many super-natural stories 

were woven. His poetry was misinterpreted, wrongly projected 

and disconnected with the era he lived in or the incidents he 

reacted to. There is an immediate requirement of rediscovering  

the real Nund Reshi even after six centuries.

protracted stand-off between army and the militants in 1995 

summer. KL Image: Bilal Bahadur

The shrine of Sheikh Nooruddin Noorani at Chrar-e-Sharief. 

The shrine was reconstructed after it was destroyed in a 

Sheikh-ul-Aalam: A Rediscovery
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In the last few years, two individuals have marked the beginning hagiographers have given different dates.

of this process. Both residents of Chrar-e-Sharief, the town that 

was the last abode of the Sheikh, the two books have attempted 

rediscovering the Sheikh who passed through different stages of 

evolution as Kashmir's top Islamic preacher and an unparalleled 

linguist and poet. Assadullah Afaaqi wrote his Hayat-e-Sheikh-

ul-Aalam in 2014. Ghulam Nabi Adfar published his Hayat-e-

Sheik: Abiyat-e-Sheikh Kay Aaienay Mein in 2017. Self-

published, both the books are low in style but high in research. 

Unlike Adfar's book, which is a long essay, Afaaqi has lot more 

to offer.

The books recreate the situation in which the Sheikh lived and 

explain his leadership and his protracted battle against the 

Hindu and Muslim clergy, the feudal lords, the immoral 

bureaucracy and the despotic ruling elite. Had any researcher 

consulted Sheikh's poetry and linked it with the politics of the 

place, Kashmir Sultanate would not look so fascinating and 

especially Budshah's towering status might have reduced a few 

notches, if not more. He described the reign of Sultan Ali Shah 

and Budshah as Vaunder Raj, a monkey rule. During Ali Shah's 

reign, there were some restrictions imposed on Sheikh's  

activities, according to Afaaqi. Sheikh has praises Sultan .

Sikander, instead. “After a lot of investigation, historical evidence and rational 

The two books have deconstructed the Sheikh and taken him out thinking, I have come to the conclusion that 757 AH (1356 AD) 

of the mythical clouds that shrouded the great revolutionary for as mentioned by Hazrat Baba Dawood-e-Khaki as his year of 

centuries together. Sheikh was just not a monk or a sage alone. birth and 842 AH as his year of demise is correct,” writes Afaaqi. 

He was a statesman who had an opinion, rather a strong opinion “Because it is within this time frame all the events including his 

on the politics as well. meetings with Lala Arifa, Amir-e-Kabeer, his thirty years of 

Phal Daer Travith Mal Daer Wouwum wandering, his meeting with Hazrat Mir Mohammad Hamdani 

Kal Boudh Khieneam Din Kyah Rath in 814 AH and his arrests in the era of Ali Shah and Budshah fit.” 

Soun Rouf Travith Sartali Rouwum It means Sheikh lived for 85 years and not 67 as most of the 

Kartal Featrim The Gari Meas Dreat “records” tend to suggest.

(I am such a foolish guy who sowed dirt and not the grains and One major attempt was aimed at establishing the larger reality 

spent days and nights for this. I threw away gold and silver and that Sheikh had not a modest background and was well read 

started crying over the loss of brass. Alas, I broke my sword and because his parents could afford his good education. They have 

created a sickle from it!) fairly re-created the entire trajectory of the family's migration 

While rediscovering the real Sheikh, the two books have from Kishtwar and their employment with various feudal lords. 

attempted clearing certain misconceptions about the person. While some of Sheikh's relatives actually perished in the 

The key interventions include a serious attempt at evaluating the massacre that Dulchu resorted to during his destructive raid, his 

real year of birth because a lot many historians and two uncles had somehow owned huge estates  one in Daderkote 

Hayat-e-Sheikh-ul-Aalam book on life and works of Sufi 

saint Sheikh-ul-Aalam



25

 area of south Kashmir and another in Rupwan belt of central to Islam even if she apparently was not a Muslim.

Kashmir. The first most dramatic development in Sheikh's life was when 

The authors have used Sheikh's poetry to explain his family he left this world and started shuttling between two caves near 

background, his childhood and upbringing. One stanza even Qaimoh. The two books have retrieved the entire poetic 

indicates that Sheikh had even visited a Sanskrit school too. exchanges  first between Sheikh and his mother Sadra Bibi, then 

Sheikh was a second generation Muslim and his father between him and his sister, then between the couple and finally 

Salaruddin had embraced Islam at the hands of Syed Hussain when Zahida gets both her kids and leaves them in the cave with 

Simnani in Kulgam, not far away from Kheh Jogipora, where their father. These exchanges are an incredibly rich part of 

the family lived. Simnani was a close relative of Amir-e-Kabir Kashmiri literature.

Mir Syed Ali Hamadani who came on an exploratory visit and 

settled in Kulgam, many years before the arrival of Saadaat 

hoards from central Asia.

At one point in time, his adversaries  the Muslim Mullas, the 

Hindu clergy and the government, attempted tarnishing his 

image by saying that in abject poverty he along with his brothers 

attempted thievery. It was in response to this that Sheikh has 

explained his family background, his knowledge and admitted 

that he was a “refugee” at the home of Pasban, a Sultanate era 

position of a village Chowkidaar, the same way, Pandav's had 

taken refuge in a potters house. The Pasbaan's house belonged to 

Sangram Ganai, his father's father-in-law on whose death the 

family migrated from Kheh Jogipora to take care of two little 

orphans in Qaimoh.

The choice of a bride for Sheikh was also interesting. He 

married Zahida, at the age of 16 years, a resident of Dadsara 

(Tral), whose father was Akbaruddin and had two brothers 

Jamaluddin and Kamaluddin. Between Kheh and Dadsara is a 

long distance even now and seemingly his in-laws were a well-
 

to-do family. They were blessed with Zoni, the daughter, and 

Haider, a son.
The biggest drop-scene of this stage of Sheikh's life was the 

The two authors have attempted negating the popular story 
death of his children. Unlike Afaaqi Adfar insists the brother-

about Lala Arifa encouraging him to get suckled soon after his 
sister died in the cave after Sheikh flung his blanket over them. 

birth but lack sound arguments to negate the legend. Both of 
“Sheikh has himself mentioned that he was of 25 years of age 

them, however, explain in detail the importance of the ascetic 
when he was accused (of killing his kids) and in anger, her 

who preached monotheism, was more a priority of Muslim 
(wife's) brother's petitioned the government and he was 

writers throughout and had left a profound impact on the life and 
summoned,” Adfar writes, albeit without offering a source. 

evolution of Sheikh as a socio-religious leader. She was around 
“From Islamabad, Kotwal Tazi Bhat was sent for Sheikh's arrest 

57 years elder to Sheikh. She was also a wanderer, hated clergy 
but when he reached his cave, he threw his uniform away and 

and preached basic puritanical philosophy. Most of the Muslim 
fell on his feet and became his follower.”

writers are strongly supporting the idea that she was very close 
That event changed Zahiba Bibi as well. Since then, she started 

Hayat-e-Sheikh book on life and works of Sufi saint Sheikh-ul-

Aalam.
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Taking food to her husband in his cave, as and when he was argumentation, logic, oratory and knowledge, Sheikh led some 

there. of the biggest names of the era into Islam. The most notable was 

The next major development that transformed Sheikh was his a Shivite scholar Bum Sadhu, operating from his Bumzu centre, 

meeting with Amir-e-Kabir Mir Syed Ali Hamadani, during his who eventually became Baba Baamuddin, one of the most 

last visit to Kashmir. Afaaqi believes the meeting at Mattan took confidant's of Sheikh. There was Jia Singh of Kishtwar who 

place in 786 AH (1384 AD) after which Sheikh spent almost half became Baba Zainuddin and Awat Rana of Madwan who 

a year there. became Baba Latifuddin, the famous Vedic scholar Kati Pandit 

This session has changed Sheikh completely and he started who became Baba Qutubbidin. For most of Sheikh's life, there 

criticizing the very same thing he believed in till he met the was a vast network of his confidant's who worked at designated 

Amir. places within the well-demarcated territories. The entire 

Aadneh Jungle Khasun Gayem Khami network was operating more like an organization.

Meh Zanou Yeh Tcheh Bead Ibadat

Wuchteh Yeh Aaeas Bead Badnami

Sareh Aes Kren Ikeah Kath

(Going to jungles was a mistake. I mistook the monasticism as a 

prayer but it was a big notoriety. I just had to explore one simple 

thing).

After his meeting with Amir, he was overwhelmed by the 

feeling of a family and said the forests are for the wildlife. His 

poetry suggests that he constructed a home as well. Afaaqi even 

insists that he mended fences with his wife and the follower 

Zahida Bibi buried in Chrar is actually his wife. The fact is that  

Sheikh's meeting with the Amir marked the end of the escapism Sheikh would take potshots on Hindu clergy based on common 

that dominated Kashmir's Buddhist and Hindu period and had sense. “Shiva will not get you his attention by mere calling him. 

almost crept in at the very beginning of its conversion to Islam. Why you throw so much ghee in the fire, eat it, it will give your 

This was despite the fact that in style, systems and interactions, energy. If you do not want to eat, give it to somebody who 

the Muslim ascetics lacked any possible comparison with their requires it,” one of his couplets says. “You use cow-dung to 

Hindu and Buddhist counterparts. paste your kitchen walls. You drink cow urine. You love milk, 

Afaaqi believes that he has evidence that Mughal, after knowing curd and ghee. (But) when it comes to beef, you get scared. 

the mass impact of Sheikh's preaching on Kashmir society, Why?” Sheikh was pained by the practice of aged Brahmins' 

identified almost 200 locations across Kashmir where Sheikh's marrying young girls and then leaving them as young widows or 

followers were buried. They gave them money and created a forcing them to commit Sati. Budshah had lifted the ban on Sati 

class that engaged people in grave-worship. The Reshi culture and instead created a chain of buildings where the young Hindu 

had actually made a return to Kashmir during Mughal era when, widows would live in isolation.

at one point of time, there were almost 12000 such ascetics who All these activities triggered a bid for revenge by the Hindu 

had renounced the world and were wandering in the forests. clergy. Adfar talks about a serious bid on Sheikh's life that was 

This “political corruption” stopped during the reign of spearheaded by Srinagar based Brehman leader Taula Raina  

Aurangzeb, however. apparently after Bum Sadhu converted. He led a gang of 1200 

Soon Sheikh is busy creating one of the most elaborate systems armed men that moved to Chrar-e-Sharief but it ended in a 

for the preaching of Islam at Chrar-e-Sharief. With his strong conversation and their conversion to Islam.

Gutted shrine of Sheikh Noor ud Din, Chrar-e-sharief, in 1995.
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However, the celebrated event was when his antagonists wanted referring to a huge chunk of neo-converts as Munafiqeen, a sort 

to honeytrap the Sheikh. It has been a medieval tradition of religious hypocrites, who outwardly practices Islam and 

practice in most of the subcontinent and was standardized by inwardly concealing their disbelief.

Kashmir Brahman clergy. They sent a damsel to his durbar. She 

was the most famous dancer of her time. She fell to his 

knowledge and character, converted and is known as Hazrat 

Shang Bibi in Kashmir's Islamic history. Interestingly, the 

Sheikh wrote a gazal, Yawan Metch, addressed to this damsel 

detailing her character and the costs her actions would entail in 

the life hereafter. This particular composition is completely 

different from the entire poetry of Sheikh.

Post conversion, Shangh Bibi was part of Sheikh's female 

followers and operated in a formal centre at Zalsu. These 

included Sham Bibi, a resident of Beerwa, whom Afaaqi terms 

as Kashmir's first Marsiya Nigar women poet. Her elegy of His commentary and the style on the sad state of affairs made 

Sheikh is the only detailed description of how the Sheikh looked people with power against him at all levels. Since the entire 

like. Dehat Bibi and Behat Bibi were the two teachers of the power elite was restricted to Srinagar, Sheikh would avoid the 

centre. city. In his entire life, Adfar writes, he has spent only six months 

Sheikh remained highly critical of the Brahmin, the Muslim in Mukhta Pakhri in Srinagar. There was a conspiracy to even 

clergy including the Mulla, the Syed and the Sofi, throughout. murder him using palace intrigue but somehow Budshah 

He traced their failure to their greed for resource and power and understood the plot much faster than his advisers thought. The 

identified their weaknesses in keeping the mosque and temple immigrant preachers, some of whom had managed connections 

happy. He was highly critical of the exploitative systems in in the ruling elite, were increasingly becoming an extension of 

place that would deprive the peasantry of their hard-earned the power elite were very unhappy with him because he would 

harvest and the duplicity that was the order of the day. tell them their Iman was knee-deep and half-baked.

Kashmir's standard-bearer saint disliked the traditional Mulla Afaaqi has strongly criticized the Sultans for restricting 

so much that he adopted a dress that was common in the Sheikh's activities. They have found no evidence that Budshah 

peasantry. Sheikh was never been seen with a turban. He used a attended his funeral though it has been one of the huge funerals 

Sozni bordered cloth on his head, always carried a walking of the medieval Kashmir.

stick, and had a dense flowing grey beard and long hair. He During Ali Shah reign (1389-1413 AD), according to Afaaqi, 

would usually wear a Pheran, and had Khraw, the wooden Sheikh strongly reacted to the high-handedness of the neo-

sandals, as his footwear. There has never been a mention of a convert Saifuddin (originally Suha Butta). “Sheikh was arrested 

rosary in his hands. He would eat modestly. Records including and restrictions were imposed on his movement as mentioned 

his own poetry suggest that he had a lot of green vegetables by Jonaraja”. Saifuddin was Ali Shah's key governor.

including the forest vegetables, cereals and meat throughout his In Budshah's reign, Baba Zainuddin was banished to Tibet. 

life. Afaaqi says there is no evidence of his return from the arid 

A good chunk of his poetry is about the neo-Muslim who had region, so far.

not converted by heart. He talks about the fake converts who When the Sultan undid part of the Sikander's policies, Afaaqi 

would line up in the mosques but at whose homes their women says Sheikh reacted especially against the liquor permission and 

would lay prostrate before the idols. By and large, he was official patronage to singing and dancing. “He was arrested,” 

 Asadullah Afaaqi
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Afaaqi says. “Hazrat Bahauddin Gunj Bakhsh who was pleased the king. However, he was later disgraced and Afaaqi 

Sheikh's very close confidant in Srinagar was murdered during says it was a conspiracy by the Brahmin clergy.

Interestingly, Loli is also buried in Chrar-e-Sharief. Prior to his a night.”

The other instance is that of a Mecca scholar who arrived in return, he had married in Punjab and Allama Iqbal in a letter to 

Kashmir during Budshah's era. Identified as Sayed Saidullah, his brother, Sheikh Atta Mohammad, on October 15, 1925, has 

Afaaqi says he came with a lot of literature to Dubar. Budhah's mentioned that his family is the progeny of Haji Loli.

After Sheikh's demise, Mulla Ahmad, a scholar who wrote the official historian also mentions it. Later, in reaction to the killing 

first book about Sheikh, was banished to Pakhli. Soon after, of a Brahmin hermit, Jonaraja says the Arab was punished: 

Syed Mohammad Amin Owaisi, a member of the ruling family, “Sadaula was not killed, owing to king's kindness, but the king 

was murdered when he reacted to king's policies, Afaaqi has ordered him to ride on an ass with his face towards the tail and to 

written.be led about every marketplace, his beard drenched with human 

However, the destiny had something interesting to unfold. After urine, his head shaved, every one spitting on him, and his hands 

spending 22 years in Kashmir, Mir Muhammad Hamadani, son tied with the entrails of the dead man.”

of Amir decided 

to return home. 

Well before that, 

he took a huge 

delegation of the 

political rulers 

a n d  t h e  

p reachers  to  

Sheikh's Zalsu 

centre where 

they interacted 

and finally the 

Central Asian 

preacher issued 

Khat-e-Irshad. 

I t  w a s  a  

d e c l a r a t i o n   

s i g n e d  b y  

H a m a d a n i ,  
 

Sheikh and the ruler, that Sheikh is a Wali and would be 
Afaaqi has attempted an explanation. He says Sheikh was 

responsible for spreading Islam.
unhappy with the king for his policies and had sent his confidant 

Since the Sheikh had already sung in praise of his Pir, the Amir, 
Haji Loli on pilgrimage. A resident of Chakoo village in 

it was just an addition to the status he already had. But it ended, 
Kulgam, Loli was perhaps the only follower of Sheikh who 

to a large extent, the intrigue that was being manufactured in 
moved out as far as Mecca and later to Punjab. The idea for 

Srinagar, around power corridors against Kashmir's most 
sending him there was to petition against the Kashmir king and 

prominent Muslim in history.
in that response, Syed Sadullah came with a lot of books which 

BY KASHMIR LIFE

Sheikh-ul-Aalam was unhappy with Budshah for most of his life.
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K-ISSUE A REALITY, NEED SUSTAINED 

DIALOGUE: PAK  

Member AJ&K Legislative Assembly, senior 

adviser to the government Sardar Khan 

Bahadar Khan  passed away

the beginning of talks between the two countries.

Qureshi, emphasising the importance of fostering better 

Islamabad: Pakistan's new Foreign Minister Shah relations with neighbouring countries, said: "I will try to 

Mahmood Qureshi on Monday said that there was a need bridge the trust deficit between Pakistan and other regional 

of "continued and uninterrupted" dialogue with India, countries," the Dawn report said.

which was the only way forward for the two neighbours to He also said that Pakistan's interest lies at the very centre of 

resolve outstanding issues. Qureshi, the ruling party foreign policy. "Wherever we need to fix our foreign policy 

we will fix it," the Minister said. Qureshi also announced 

his plans of a visit to Kabul, saying: "The two countries 

share a future and geography, and we have to work together 

and begin our long journey."

When questioned about the party's stance on the China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), the Minister said 

that PTI "supports CPEC".

Muzaffarabad: Member AJ&K Legislative Assembly, Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf's (PTI) Vice Chairman, was 

senior adviser to the government Sardar Khan Bahadar sworn-in earlier in the day along with 15 other members 

Khan also known as KB Khan passed away on Monday from the newly-elected Pakistan Prime Minister Imran 

after a short illness and his funeral prayer was offered at Khan's 21-strong cabinet, Dawn news.

the ground of AJK High Court.AJK ministers, members In his maiden speech as Foreign Minister, Qureshi said: "I 

of Assembly, Chief Justice AJK Supreme Court want to tell the Indian Foreign Minister that we are not just 

Choudhary Ibrahim Zia, judges of the High Court , Chief neighbours; we are atomic powers. We have a lot of 

Secretary Mian Waheed Uddin, Inspector General of common resources.

Police Shoab Dastageer, political workers and common "Us coming to the table and talking peace is our only 

citizens offered the funeral prayer.option. We need to stop the adventurism and come 

Meanwhile AJK President Sardar Masood Khan, Prime together. We know the issues are tough and will not be 

Minister Raja Muhammad Farooq Haider Khan and the solved overnight, but we have to engage," he said.

minister for information, Tourism, and Information "We cannot turn our cheek. Yes we have outstanding 

Technology Raja Mushtaq Minhs have expressed sorrow issues. Kashmir is a reality; it is an issue that both our 

and grief over the sad demise of the veteran nations acknowledge... We need a continued and 

parliamentarian. Prime Minister Raja Farooq Haider uninterrupted dialogue. This is our only way forward," the 

Khan in his statement, paid tribute to the services of late minister added. Quereshi said the two countries may have a 

KB Khan and said that KB khan was a well-educated different approach and line of thinking, but he wants to 

person and a man of principle, he represented his people "see a change" in how we behave. "India and Pakistan have 

very well and played his role in developing his area. His to move forward keeping realities before them," he 

services would be remembered for years to come. AJK asserted, adding that Indian Prime Minister Narendra 

premier said.Modi has written a letter to Khan, in which he has indicated 

NEWS SECTION 
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AJK pays tribute to Sardar Ibrahim Khan 

on 15th death anniversary

but also chaired the historic meeting at Srinagar that passed 

the resolution of Kashmir's accession to Pakistan in 1947.

 Muzaffarabad: The 15th death anniversary of Azad “The best tribute to our founder leader is to dedicate all our 

Jammu and (AJK) Kashmir Ghazi-i-Millat founding abilities for strengthening and reinforcing Kashmir 

president Sardar Ibrahim Khan was observed across AJK liberation struggle while adhering to his principles and 

on Tuesday. thoughts,” Masood said. Addressing all invited political 

The anniversary was observed with a pledge to carry forces, Prime Minister Haider said that everyone should 

forward his mission to liberate Kashmir from Indian get united on one platform to materialise the dream of 

subjugation and make it a part of Pakistan. Ibrahim.

He expressed his hope that new government in Pakistan There was a public holiday throughout AJK to mark the 

would adopt an aggressive policy on Kashmir to defeat death anniversary of the renowned Kashmir freedom 

New Delhi's negative propaganda at diplomatic front.movement leader who died on July 31, 2003 after serving 

Hafiz Saeed hails UN report on held Kashmir human rights as the president of the state for four terms.

violationsThree decades on, 'new age freedom fighters' fuel Indian-

He said that Kashmir is not a bilateral issue between India held Kashmir conflict

and Pakistan, rather it was a question of the future of 15 Special ceremonies were held in various parts of the AJK 

million people of Kashmir who seek their inalienable right to pay tributes to the leader for his historical role in 

to self-determination.Kashmiris' struggle for their right to self -determination.

Ibrahim was born on April 10, 1915 in Kot Mattay Khan, a In Muzaffarabad, AJK PM and members of his cabinet 

village in the Poonch District of Kashmir. He received his addressed a function held at Central Press club to pay 

primary education in his village after which he graduated homage to Ibrahim.

from Islamia College Lahore with B.A. degree in 1935 and Earlier in their separate messages, President Sardar 

went for higher education abroad in 1938.Masood Khan and Prime Minister Raja Farooq Haider 

He obtained his LLB degree from the University of Khan termed Ibrahim as an epoch-making leader of 

London in 1943. Later, he obtained a law degree from Kashmir who was instrumental in declaring war against 

Lincoln's Inn and started practising law in Srinagar, Maharaja Hari Singh's forces and liberating one-third of 

Kashmir. He was the founder and first Azad Kashmir Kashmir.

president. He represented Kashmir in different capacities President Masood in his message said Ibrahim had not only 

at the United Nations from 1948 to 1971.practically participated in the freedom struggle of Kashmir 

Muzaffarabad: Prime Minster AJK Raja Muhammad Farooq Haider Khan and other speakers are addressing 

to a public gathering on death anniversary Ghazi-e-Millat Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan
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Muzaffarabad: Prime Minster AJK Raja Muhammad Farooq Haider Khan and other speakers are addressing 

to a public gathering on 15 August Black Day.

AJK observes India's independence 
day as black day

population of occupied Jammu Kashmir, speakers said 

that India could no longer hold occupied Jammu & 

MIRPUR (AJK): In Azad Jammu & Kashmir, people Kashmir in her unlawful occupation for further long 

observed on Wednesday India's Independence Day as time at the might of her military power. Speakers called 

black day to register strong protest against continued upon the international community including the major 

forced illegal occupation of a large part of Jammu and powers to take immediate notice of such hostile and 

Kashmir state by India and to express their deep concern aggressive designs of India in the region. They called 

over ruthless use of force against the innocent people of upon United Nations and the world community to 

occupied Jammu & Kashmir who were struggling for ensure their practical role for getting Kashmir dispute 

their right to self-determination promised by the United resolved through peaceful means without further loss of 

Nations and India too through the UN resolutions. The time to protect South Asia from any destruction.

Indian Independence Day was marked with protest Speakers urged the international community to take 

rallies in all small and major towns across the liberated immediate notice of the increased massacre of innocent 

territory. Addressing these rallies speakers vehemently freedom loving kashmiris by the Indian occupation 

condemned the recent frequent incidents of unprovoked forces in the occupied valley of Kashmir where the 

firing by the Indian troops on the line of control and the valiant kashmiris have launched struggle for freedom of 

working boundary by the Indian army targeting the the motherland from the Indian rule. “The people of 

civilian population dwelling at the forward areas. Azad Jammu & Kashmir will turn AJK the graveyard of 

People from diverse segments of the civil society the Indian forces if Delhi tried to exercise an aggressive 

in cl ud in g so ci al , po li ti ca l an d ot he r pu bl ic  and adventure posture against Pakistan or Azad Jammu 

representative organization attended the rallies held in & Kashmir”, speakers warned. “The people of AJK will 

the capital city of Muzaffarabad as well as all other nine become leaden wall, shoulder to shoulder the valiant 

dis tri ct hea dqu art ers  of Mir pur,  Kot li,  Bag h, armed forces of Pakistan, for the defense of Pakistan 

Rawalakot, Bhimbher, Neelam valley, Jhelum valley, and AJK if India tried to launch any aggression”, they 

Haveili, Sudhanoti and other small and major towns warned. Speakers called upon the international 

across AJK. community including the major powers to take 

 In Mirpur a protest rally was staged from district court immediate notice of such hostile and aggressive designs 

premises by the people belonging to all walks of life of India in the region. They emphasized upon United 

here on Wednesday to mark India's Independence day as Nations and the world community to ensure their 

black day. Strongly condemning the increased human practical role for getting Kashmir dispute resolved 

rights abuses to fresh wave of state terrorism by the through peaceful means without further loss of time to 

Indian occupation forces against the freedom-monger protect South Asia from any destruction.
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AJK University holds debate on UNHRC report the diplomatic success in highlighting Kashmir issue at the 

Muzaffarabad: international level. He said that Pakistan has always extended 

political, moral and diplomatic support to the struggling people 

of Jammu and Kashmir for which Kashmiris are indebted to the 

government and people of Pakistan.

He was addressing a roundtable debate jointly organized by the He said that University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir would 

University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Kashmir liberation continue to play its role in highlighting Kashmir issue in its true 

cell.  The participants of the debate including Kashmir perspective. He added that the university will increase its 

liberation cell Secretary Muhammad Idrees Abbasi, Azad budget for this purpose.

Jammu and Kashmir right to self-determination movement He said that the credit for strengthening Azad 

Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) government 

financially and administratively goes to AJK 

Prime Minister Raja Farooq Haider Khan. He 

added that the AJK University will also 

organise a similar debate on 13th Amendment 

in AJK Constitution that had empowered the 

people of Azad Kashmir and ensured their 

Chairman Raja Najabat Hussain, Dean faculty of Sciences political and legislative rights. The vice chancellor said that the 

Professor Dr Ayesha Sohail, Dean Health Sciences Dr Bashir- AJK University would set up research and information centre in 

ur-rehman kanth, Dean Law Department Dr Adnan, Director Kashmir institute of Kashmir studies to carry out research on 

General Information Raja Azhar Iqbal, Director Liberation cell various aspects of Kashmir liberation struggle. The round table 

Raja Sajad Latif and others participated in the debate and debate was also addressed by Secretary Kashmir liberation cell 

highlighted various aspects of the report. Muhammad Idrees Abbasi and Jammu and Kashmir right to 

Speaking on the occasion Dr Abbasi said that Pakistan is behind self-determination movement chairman Raja Najabat Hussain.

University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir Vice 

Chancellor Professor Dr Kaleem Abbasi on Wednesday said 

that the United Nations Human Rights Commission's report 

significantly highlighted the Kashmir issue at the global level.

Eulogizing tributes paid to Sardar Abdul 

Qayyoum Khan on his death anniversary

The function hosted by the media wing of Kashmir Liberation 

Cell was attended by leaders of different political and religious 

Islamabad: Speakers at a function held in connection with death parties of Azad Jammu and Kashmir including Syed Shoukat 

anniversary of former AJK president and Prime Minister Sardar Shah minister food government of AJK, Faisal Mumtaz Rathore 

Muhammad Abdul Qayyoum Khan said that the deceased the secretary general PPP-AJK chapter, MC leader Sardar 

leader was a visionary statesman with great political acumen. Abdul Razik advocate, JI leader Noor-ul-Bari, Director KLC 

Muzaffarabad:  Speakers are addressing to a public gathering on death anniversary of Sardar Muhammad Abdul Qayyum Khan
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Fida Kiani and several others. Speaking on the occasion Shoukat autocratic rule. The other leaders also paid eulogizing tributes to 

Shah said that Sardar Muhammad Abdul Qayyoum Khan was a the visionary statesman of the region who have had the opportunity 

visionary politician, great supporter of freedom movement and a to rule the region for the most of time during his decades' long 

strong proponent of Kashmir's accession to Pakistan. Terming the political carrier. Khan who achieved the title of Mujahid-e-Awal 

deceased leader as a multi-dimensional personality he said that actively participated in the Kashmiri freedom struggle. Title 

Khan had dedicated his entire life for the cause of Kashmir. Besides Mujahid-e-Awwal (the first warrior) is based on the belief that he is 

laying foundation of development and progress in the liberated the person who fired the first bullet against Dogra Army at 

Kashmir, Shah said that the former premier introduced institutional Neelabutt in 1947. He joined the All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim 

reforms in the region. Conference in 1951. He was elected president of this body a record 

PPP leader Faisal Mumtaz Rathore said that Khan had introduced 14 times during his lifetime. He was elected as President of Azad 

civility, forbearance and high moral values in the politics. Rathore Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) state three times in 1956, 1971 and 

said that his entire life was full of struggle. Describing him as a man 1985. He also remained Prime Minister of Azad Kashmir from 

of great wisdom he said that raising the rebellion against Dogra rule 1991 to 1996. In 2002, he was made chairman of the National 

was the most daring act and initiative he had taken against the Kashmir Committee.

 

(From Jan 1989 till Aug 31, 2018) 
Total Killings *  95,105 
Custodial Killings 7,114 
Civilian arrested 144,558 
Structures Arsoned/Destroyed 109,008 
Women Widowed 22,882 
Children Orphaned 107,723 
Women gang-raped / Molested 11,082 

AJK CHIEF SECRETARY PLEDGES TO 

DEVELOP TOURISM SECTOR

resorts would be constructed besides improving and expanding 

the road network across AJK in the next two years. He pledged 

 Muzaffarabad: Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) Chief to take several measures for preserving natural beauty by 

Secretary Mian Waheed-ud-Din on Thursday said that the preventing illegal construction and encroachments in Neelum 

government is actively working to frame the first ever 

tourism policy, which would be announced soon.

Addressing the media representatives at his office, he 

said, “AJK with its matchless natural beauty and 

hospitable climate holds huge potential to attract 

international and domestic tourists and the tourism 

sector needs to be further developed.”

He said that the public-private partnership in the sector 

would take priority to encourage the private investors in 

the proposed policy to boost tourism in the state.The 

chief secretary disclosed that 400 points have been Valley and other parts of Azad Kashmir. He said that all possible 

identified across AJK to make them safe and secure to facilitate measures would be taken to keep the River Neelum and River 

visitors coming to Azad Kashmir from different parts of the Jehlum flowing through Muzaffarabad city, free of pollution 

country. He added that over 100 new small and big tourist and sewage.
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