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NORMALISING TIES WITH INDIA appear highly unlikely. On the 

contrary, the US continues to Even as Indian and Pakistani guns continue to 
r e l y  o n  P a k i s t a n ' s  thunder along the Line of Control in Kashmir, there 
cooperation to sustain its are several signals of a desire on both sides to 
presence in Afghanistan and improve relations. Most notably, Pakistan's army 
promote a political settlement chief has on several occasions articulated an 
with the Afghan Taliban. openness to evolving a modus vivendi with India, 
Third, after the Doklam stand-off last year, China dubbed the 'Bajwa doctrine'. Recently, the Indian 
offered India several olive branches  larger trade defence minister stated that such peace overtures 
and investment, access to CPEC and, through it, to from Pakistan will be reciprocated. The Indian 
Central Asia and beyond, an intimate Xi-Modi military attaché was invited to the Pakistan Day 
summit. Afghan developments, American parade and accepted. Pakistan hosted India with 
unpredictability and Chinese flexibility, appear to other Shanghai Cooperation Organisation members 
have inspired a policy recalibration in New Delhi to to discuss regional terrorism. In September, 
balance its vaunted strategic partnership with the US Pakistan and India will participate in SCO joint 
through more positive relations with China and counterterrorism exercises in Russia. Last month, 
Russia. Fourth, India failed in its quest to destabilize Pakistan hosted a Track II dialogue with India. For its 
or isolate Pakistan. Pakistan's several military part, Pakistan has consistently advocated 
operations in Fata and actions in Balochistan have resumption of the Composite (now Comprehensive) 
succeeded in containing cross-border terrorism Dialogue with India. And while it was preoccupied 
sponsored by India from Afghanistan. Cross-border with fighting terrorism within its territory and from 
attacks will be further restricted once Pakistan fully across its western border, it made strategic sense for 
fences the Pak-Afghan border. Likewise, India has Pakistan to seek a calm eastern frontier. A shift in 
little hope now of isolating Pakistan given the central India's strategic posture could open the door to 
role it is expected to play in promoting a negotiated addressing, if not fully resolving, the major issues. 
settlement in Afghanistan and the political Unfortunately, since its inception, Narendra Modi's 
convergence that has emerged among Pakistan, BJP government made normalisation conditional on 
Russia, China and Iran on Afghanistan and Pakistan's disavowal of support to the Kashmiri 
terrorism. Finally, India has been unable to suppress freedom struggle and acceptance of culpability for 
the ongoing popular revolt of the Kashmiri people for Mumbai and other terrorist incidents in India. It 
over two years. It may calculate that opening a evolved an enveloping strategy to destabilise 
dialogue with Pakistan could help to end the revolt. Pakistan domestically, through sponsorship of 
For Pakistan, the most critical issue in any Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) terrorists and 
normalisation process will be (and has always been) Baloch insurgents, and to isolate it internationally as 
Kashmir.a sponsor of terrorism. 
 No government or leader in Pakistan will be able to Several developments may have shifted Indian 
normalise relations with India while it continues a calculations. First, a significant convergence has 
campaign of brutal suppression in India-held emerged between Pakistan and major regional 
Kashmir (IHK). If the past is any guide, India's effort powers, Russia, China and Iran, on the need for a 
will be to focus any dialogue with Pakistan on negotiated settlement in Afghanistan with the Afghan 
terrorism and press for the elimination of pro-Taliban. India and the US were seen as spoilers. 
Kashmiri militant groups in Pakistan (Lashkar-e-Second, despite Donald Trump's anti-Pakistan 
Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammad, Hizbul Mujahideen) and rhetoric and insults, a US confrontation with Pakistan 
the incarceration of their leaders. Islamabad would and its designation as a state sponsor of terrorism, 
find it difficult to act against these groups, especially widely anticipated by India, have not happened and 
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 the Hizb, which is not internationally outlawed, while settlement of disputes. Some issues, such as 

Indian suppression continues in IHK. In the context Siachen and Sir Creek, can be quickly resolved. 

of terrorism, Pakistan would obviously raise India's Existing confidence-building measures could be 

sponsorship of the TTP and Baloch insurgents. enlarged, eg by agreeing to limits on force and 

Contrary to simplistic analyses, India's capacity to weapons deployments and elimination of the 

impose terrorist pressure on Pakistan is not possibility of surprise attacks and preemptive 

unlimited. Pakistan can substantially neutralise strikes. India's participation in CPEC could be 

India's sponsorship of the TTP and the Balochistan agreed without prejudice to Pakistan or India's 

Liberation Army through pressure on Kabul, positions on the Jammu and Kashmir dispute. 

negotiations with the US, fencing the border, political However, India would need to extend Pakistan 

accommodation of Baloch grievances, Fata reforms reciprocal transit rights to Nepal and Bangladesh.

and, if needed, direct action against terrorist bases. Expansion of bilateral trade could be mutually 

Pakistan does not need Indian concessions to beneficial so long as Pakistan is prov ided 

eliminate cross-border terrorism from Afghanistan. as su ra nc es  ag ai ns t de in du st ri al iz at io n by  

Nor does it need to compromise its position on subsidized Indian exports. Water scarcity is a critical 

Kashmir to do so. However, despite the false starts threat to both countries; they need to build on the 

of the past, it is possible that in the midst of the Indus Waters Treaty to avert a water crisis that may 

current global strategic flux, India may have decided become the spark of a future conflict.

that its national interests would be better served by It remains to be seen if the initial Pakistan-India 

playing a positive role in the emerging Eurasian overtures will lead to dialogue and whether this can 

security and economic structures, epitomised by the be sustained. The endeavour to normalise Pakistan-

SCO, rather  than serving as America's cat's paw. If India relations is like a second marriage: a triumph of 

there is indeed such a shift in India's strategic hope over experience. But no one can be resigned to 

posture, it could open the door to addressing, if not accept the alternative: continued turmoil in South 

fully resolving, the major issues between Pakistan Asia and the ever-present danger of a war between 

and India. Reciprocal assurances can be negotiated two nuclear weapons states.

on terrorism, the non-use of force and the pacific Published in Dawn, May 27th, 2018

President Obama's declaration of support for India's Nations that is expected to 

quest for permanent membership of the Security oversee the establishment 

Council brings to the fore fundamental questions of peace and security in the 

regarding the obligation of member states regarding world at large has not even 

implementation of its resolutions as well as the been able to move out of its 

effectiveness of the United Nations itself. While lethargy vis-à-vis its own 

fretting about the expansion of the Security Council, age-old resolutions. What 

little attention is being paid to the effectiveness of the is one to make of an 

World Body. With the change at its helm some years Organization that is yet to 

ago, an expectant world had hoped to see some boast of having shown a 

movement in the United Nations to at least signify modicum of progress on implementation of its own 

that the stupor that it had fallen into was at long last resolutions on the Middle East problem and the 

over. The least that was hoped for was that the world Jammu and Kashmir dispute  issues that are 

would see the last of the filth that had accumulated practically as old as the World Body itself? On its 

over the past several years. It is a bit of a shame that way, the United Nations has managed to gather 

precious little appears to have changed. The United quite a few bad chits as it chugged merrily along. 

THE UN CONTINUES TO BE ON TRIAL
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 Take just one random instance: that of the scandal servants and manipulative multilateral diplomatists, 

related to the Food for Oil program. This program  it all under the direct tutelage of the Secretary 

may be recalled  was put in place in1996 for the General. The new incumbent apparently failed to 

laudable purpose of feeding the Iraqi people during usher in a fresh and fair order. The record of the 

the harsh regime of economic sanctions. Not that administration of the United Nations over the past 

there was anything wrong with the program as such. several years has hardly been anything to write 

On the contrary, it was a humanitarian landmark home about. To call a spade a spade, the favorite 

effort that possibly saved millions of Iraqis from activity of the World Body and its former Secretary-

starvation. Regrettably, though,  some United General (joint winners of the Nobel Peace Prize) was 

Nations officials (read: former Secretary-General's no more than a frenetic exercise in papering over the 

cronies), in collusion with oil merchants and some cracks. In fact, between them, the two exhibited the 

international figures had misused it to “steal” some most blatant genre of political expediency, aimed 

ten billion US dollars. The world had a right to know less at the establishment of durable peace and more 

the truth behind this and other acts of omission and at garnering brownie points. Things came to such a 

commission. It was disappointed. It was said in pass that whispers could be heard that, given its 

defense of the former Secretary General that he, inadequate response to the new dangers facing the 

personally, had nothing to do with the affair. This may world, the days of the United Nations itself may well 

well be true, but as Secretary General, and a Nobel be numbered. This may have been an overly 

laureate at that, Annan was expected by his friends pessimistic view but it was best to take heed before 

to accept responsibility for what happened on his the world found itself at the edge of the precipice. Yet 

watch. The line had to be drawn somewhere. The people who ought to know better preferred to look 

powers that be, apparently, intervened on his behalf the other way. The evasive action set in motion by 

and the whole affair was swept under the proverbial the so-called reform process did help to stem the 

rug. No one had a quarrel with that, since apparently bleeding, at least for the time being. Decision to bring 

that is the way things are sorted out under the New about cosmetic changes, similar to the one to 

World Order. The only positive sign to have emerged replace the “Human Rights Commission” with the 

after the changeover was that several high officials “Human Rights Council”, was one such. The only 

of the Secretariat had been asked to submit their visible difference between the two Human Rights 

resignations to enable the new incumbent to name groups was the prospect of the several lucrative jobs 

his own choices in their place. It appears to be the that the proposed new body appeared to hold out; for 

age old custom of filling the old wine in new bottles. wh ich a scramble  among the mult ilateral  

The world is still in the dark as to what criteria was diplomatists was soon under way. There is no 

used to fill in the resulting vacancies. It is a system in place to attract the best talent to the UN 

regrettable fact that the United Nations Secretariat Secretariat, nor is there any foolproof system of 

has always conspicuously lacked any workable evaluating an employee's worth. The new Secretary 

system to attract the best available talent. Much ink General, who happened to have some political as 

flowed from the pens of some weighty analysts well as diplomatic experience, was understandably 

extolling the report of the United Nations Reform expected to put his many talents to good use and if 

panel set up by the former Secretary General during nothing else at least take steps to bring some 

the fag end of his tenure. By hindsight, though, this exciting new talent into the Secretariat of the World 

looks more like a ruse to divert the world's attention Body. His position was inhibited by the hackneyed 

from all that was 'rotten in the Kingdom of Denmark'. system based on kowtowing to the heavyweights 

It is an irrefutable fact that the United Nations among member states, but still a new incumbent 

Secretariat was  and regrettably is  largely serviced does have sufficient freedom of maneuver to put his 

by a coalition of self-seeking international civil stamp on the top echelon of the Secretariat. It was 
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 expected that perhaps he might use his persuasion his multilateral hat! The eyes of the “peoples of the 

to draw attention of the World Body to the several United Nations”, who looked up to him, continue to 

flashpoints spread around the world and to the scan the horizon for the pot of gold at the end of the 

advisability of trying to implement several important rainbow. So far as the United Nations Organization is 

resolutions that have so long been abandoned by concerned, it continues to be on trial.

the roadside. But no such luck! Today, several years The writer is a former ambassador and former 

down the road, he has yet to bring forth a rabbit out of assistant secretary general of OIC.

Difference of opinion is natural in any democratic nation, there are some 

society. Indeed this is the sign of a free people who unwritten red lines. People 

have the right to express their views on any issue may disagree with each 

under discussion. But this must not lead to other strongly, but must not 

acrimonious debate, bitter divisions, and a give the impression of a 

cacophony of opinion that give the impression of a divided nation or allow an 

divided nation. This is where at times we go wrong in opportun it y to  fo re ign 

Pakistan. In the heat of the argument, we can lose a enemies to fish in troubled 

sense of balance, and emotions often tend to waters. There is another 

override sensible opinion. We start questioning even red line viz. that we must 

the patriotism of our political opponents. In our close ranks when it comes to any matter of national 

chequered political history, there were times when interest. In other words, we may quarrel with 

Nawaz Sharif used to say that Benazir Bhutto was a ourselves internally but when it comes to foreign 

security risk or that she and Pakistan could not go rela tion s, part icul arly  issu es with  unfr iend ly 

together. The wheel has now turned full circle and at countries, we must speak with a common voice. 

present some political opponents are condemning Some people pretend that they do not know what 

Nawaz Sharif as a traitor and an Indian agent. This is constitutes national interests. These may be 

quite preposterous and unworthy of serious  described as the vital interests of a state. The 

consideration. Similar accusations have been made foremost national interest is survival of the state and 

against ex-President Pervez Musharraf and many its independence, sovereignty and terri toria l 

others and should be eschewed. In fact, an objective integrity. If the state itself is gone, no other national 

analysis would show that most of our rulers had interest survives. Economic welfare i.e. trade, aid 

sought to act in the best interests of Pakistan. Their and investment are also important national interests. 

judgement might have been defective in some Protection/promotion of values constitute another 

cases, and mistakes were made, but their patriotic national interest. Clearly, the most important part of 

intentions should not be doubted. The common our foreign policy relates to relations with India. We 

tendency to denigrate former rulers and political would like to see a friendly, stable relationship with 

opponents often leads to national demoralisation. our largest neighbour. However, this is possible only 

Some of us never seem to find any good in our past if India also has a similar vision. But it is a fact that 

rulers, reinforcing an impression that we have made India has all along posed an existential threat to 

a mess of our country. But the reality is that Pakistan Pakistan. The Hindu majority had bitterly opposed 

has come a long way since its independence and is the creation of Pakistan but finally accepted partition 

one of the most important countries in the world. We of the South Asian sub-continent as a short-time 

have often occupied central stage in world issues expedient in order to secure the end of British 

and our in ternational impor tance has  been  colonial rule. The Indian leadership was confident 

recognised by friends and foes. In any mature that Pakistan was an impractical idea and could not 

NEED FOR NEW THINKING IN INDO-PAK TIES

Shahid M Amin



05

 last and it did all in its power to expedite Pakistan's with missile capability. War would destroy both of 

collapse. The fact that this did not happen is a them and must, therefore, be ruled out as a viable 

lasting tribute to the patriotism of the Pakistani option. Jingoists on both sides have to be overruled 

people. The Kashmir issue became the litmus test by sensible opinion. There is no doubt that peaceful 

of the ideological divide: with India denying the coexistence between India and Pakistan would 

validity of the two-nation theory that had led to the open the door to fruitful economic cooperation and 

division of India. Seventy years have passed and allow both countries to concentrate on fighting the 

India continues to use brute force to suppress the real enemy: poverty, disease and ignorance. The 

Kashmiris' aspiration for self-determination. Peace immense resources being spent wastefully by both 

in the sub-continent has become hostage of the countr ies on war preparations  and milita ry 

Kashmir dispute. It is arguable, however, that expenditure could be diverted to raise the standard 

Kashmir is perhaps a symptom of the deeper of living. In fact, the millions of poor who constitute 

malaise viz. India's continued unwillingness to the majority in both countries have been the biggest 

accept the sovereign existence of Pakistan. On losers due to their unending military confrontation. 

Pakistan's part also, there has to be a recognition Now that there are prospects of a peace 

that the Kashmir dispute cannot be solved by breakthrough in Korea, where the north and south 

military means or through the use of non-state have been acting like mortal enemies since 1945, 

actors. In fact, the latter's activities play right into there should be incentive for a similar progress in 

India's hands by providing credibility to its South Asia. The two Koreas have followed opposite 

allegations that there is cross-border terrorism or paths, both internally and externally. They fought a 

that Islamist terrorism is at play here, a charge that three-year war in 1950-53 and have had any 

finds ready acceptance in the West. The best hope number of military crises. If they can still find a 

for solution of Kashmir issue lies in the unflinching peaceful solution to their problems, why can this not 

freedom struggle being carried on by the Kashmiri be done in the sub-continent? There are so many 

people. It will sooner or later bring a change of things that India and Pakistan have in common and 

thinking in India, as happened in the case of peace would usher in exchange of cultural ties, no 

Algeria, Vietnam and South Africa. Moreover, there less than commercial interchanges. 

are other pragmatic reasons why India and The writer served as Pakistan's Ambassador to 

Pakistan will finally have to find a modus vivendi for Saudi Arabia, Soviet Union, France, Nigeria and 

peaceful coexistence. Both are nuclear powers Libya.

The technological development and the instant as a shift away from a traditional force model, to an 

communication possibilities advanced not only approach which combines military and non-military 

economic and social developments, but also tools in a deliberate and synchronized campaign to 

evolving threats from those who exploit the destabilize and gain political leverage over an 

vulnerabilities of communication and information opponent. Hybrid warfare widely understood as a 

systems.  In  the ever-evolving geopol it ical  blend of conventional, unconventional, regular, 

environments and pre-eminence of trends like irregular, information and cyber warfare.

economy, media, civil society and, globalization, the After the nuclearization of Pakistan, there has been 

scope of waging a sole conventional war is neither a growing thinking in the Indian military that a 

feasible nor cost effective. This notion has given rise conventional war could be both untenable and cost 

to the concept of Hybrid Warfare with the accruing prohibitive. This notion gave rise to hybrid war under 

benefits of ambiguity, surprise and above all, cost the rubric of nuclear weapons as the preferred 

efficiency. In essence, Hybrid warfare is described strategy by India. There is growing evidence of 

INDIA'S HYBRID WARFARE: PAKISTAN'S RESPONSE Sajjad Haider
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Hybrid warfare in the Indian strategy of pressuring international media by sharing with them erroneous 

Pakistan through media, subversion, cyber warfare facts.

and diplomatic maneuvers aimed at its isolation. The Premier Narendra Modi has openly expressed his 

stipulated objective is weakening of Pakistan to the earnest desire to isolate Pakistan. His Hindu 

extent that it accepts Indian hegemony in the region fundamentalist associates in the cabinet have been 

and abandons its principled stance on Kashmir and ha tc hi ng  co ns pi ra ci es  to  bl ee d Pa ki stan . 

other key national policy issues. The hybrid war that Nevertheless, the people of Pakistan and their 

has been waged is not merely Pakistan-specific but friends courageously defy the evil designs of the 

is emb edd ed in the  reg ion al geo -po lit ica l Indian ruling elite. India as a policy imperative, 

gimmickries. Simultaneously, India with the support keeping in view post-nuclear Pakistan and the 

of some other world players is fueling secessionist recent reality of CPEC, has waged a hybrid war 

movements in Balochistan and has created a against Pakistan, supported by a superpower and 

'second front' with Afghanistan through its political, other regional players. This calls for national 

economic clout and support for Tehreek-e-Taliban in cohesion, effective governance to alleviate genuine 

carrying out terrorist attacks inside Pakistan. demands of the population, authentic intelligence 

India has grown proficient at using hybrid-warfare setups and a coordination mechanism at a national 

capabilities and tactics to pursue its objectives in level to harness all elements of national power. The 

South Asian region since the end of Cold War. New transformative nature of warfare necessitates 

Delhi typically operates below the threshold of revamping in its national security strategy. Thus, the 

conventional warfare, using a blend of military and situation warrants that Government ought to chalk 

paramilitary tools, including proxy forces, militants, out a grand strategy or a compressive strategy 

separatists, cyber tools, and information operations involving the entire nation to combat the current and 

to shape and coerce neighboring states to its potentia l threats of Hybr id warfare.  Hence, 

advantage. Consequently, India succeeded against developing an institutional mechanism to keep on 

its small neighbors. Nevertheless, Islamabad has calib rating and generating  response as per 

been resisting New Delhi's endeavors to establish its changing situations and challenges as a pre-

hegemony in the region. India has been frequently requisite to counter the hybrid war being faced by 

violating the Line of Control. No ethics within the Pakistan.

military domain allow firing on the civilians' working The writer is a Assistant Research Officer (ARO) at 

or moving near the border during the peacetime. The Islamabad Policy Research Institute (IPRI).

Indian forces intentionally target the civilians to There is growing evidence of hybrid warfare in the 

cause a fear in the region. They justify their firing by Indian strategy of pressuring Pakistan through 

claiming that they are preventing infiltration of the media, subversion, cyber warfare and diplomatic 

militants. They intell igently misguide the maneuvers aimed at its isolation.

MISUSING PSA
He was barely 14 when he was arrested from his Jammu, some 250 kilometres away from his home 

home at Sheerpora Arwani at Frisal in district dist rict . Tariq hails from an underprivileged 

Kulgam on August 28, 2016. He spent 20 days in background, and since his family was illiterate, they 

illegal custody at Bijbehara police station before were unable to spot the discrepancy in age.

being slapped with the Public Safety Act (PSA) on “Earlier, we had no idea that he was a minor, since 

September 19. In a shocking revelation, it was later the documents provided by the Anantnag District 

found that his age was wrongly stated as 21. Magistrate mentioned his age as 21, and his family 

Following his detention under the PSA, a young was not educated enough to notice this 

Tariq Ahmad Tantray was shifted to the Kathua jail in discrepancy,” recalls Advocate Wajid Muhammad 

Rabia Noor
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 Haseeb. The petition filed in the Jammu and a couple of days, he was booked under the PSA. The 

Kashmir High Court reads that the council asked the PSA order stated that Rayees was 18 years old, 

family to get Tariq's date of birth certificate from his which was challenged by his family in the Jammu 

school. The certificate issued by the Alamdar Public and Kashmir High Court.

School, Shirpora Kulgam, showed that he was just The family produced school records, a copy of which 

14 years old. “After we learnt that Tariq was a lies with this reporter, proving that Rayees was 16 

juvenile, we fought his case and his detention order years old. In fact, on October 7, 2016, the High Court 

was quashed in two to three months,” says Advocate ordered that he be transferred to a juvenile home 

Haseeb. under the Juvenile Justice Act, as prima facie 

Tariq is not a lone case. Hundreds of children in evidence suggested he was a minor. However, 

Kashmir have been detained under the Public Safety Rayees spent his detention period, 360-kilometres 

Act, whose age has been mentioned as 18 and away from his hometown, in the Kot Bhalwal jail in 

above. The exact number of children being detained Jammu.

under the PSA in the Valley is not readily available, Rayees was released in January 2017, three weeks 

for age of the minor detainees is alleged to be after the High Court quashed his PSA on December 

“deliberately” kept above 18 on the dossier prepared 6, 2016. Before being released, Rayees was taken 

by the police. to the Joint Interrogation Centre (JIC), Jammu, 

“Of course, the police do it deliberately. PSA or no where he was detained for a few days. Later, he was 

PSA, they often state the age of the minors wrong,” sent to the Baramulla police station, where he was 

observes Advocate Mir Urfi, who deals with juvenile kept for a few weeks before being released.

cases. Numerous children and teenagers have been Similarly, PSA charges were brought against 17-

detained during the 2008 Amarnath land transfer year-old Zubair Ahmad Shah on September 19, 

row, the 2010 mass uprising in Kashmir, and the 2016, after he was arrested from his home at 

2016 mass agitation following the killing of Hizbul Kralgund, Kupwara, on September 5. He was 

Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani. Many of detained at the Kralgund police station, where he 

them have been detained under the PSA. spent 14 days. In the PSA dossier prepared by the 

“In 2016, there was chaos everywhere. A number of police, Zubair's age was wrongly stated as 22.

minors were detained under the PSA and their age “Police usually show the date of arrest as the same 

was wrongly mentioned as 18 or above. The District day when somebody is produced before the court of 

Magistrates of Kashmir, who received dossiers from law. They conceal the fact that the person has 

Senior Superintendents of Police (SSP), signed already spent some days in illegal confinement,” 

them blindly without ascertaining the age of these revealed advocate Hussain, adding that “this is the 

children,” laments Advocate Mir Shafkat Hussain, kind of injustice being done to children in Kashmir.”

who has represented thousands of PSA detainees in Pertinently, detention of minors under the PSA is a 

the High Court since the early 1990s. sheer violation of an amendment to the Act, which 

A District Magistrate has the power under Section 8 prohibits the police from detaining persons below the 

of the Public Safety Act to detain people who violate age of 18 years.

law and order. “However, they never apply their own The amendment was made in April 2012 following 

mind. They sign these detention orders at the behest strong criticism from local, national and international 

of the senior police officials, who deliberately project human rights organisations, besides the common 

these minors as adults,” Advocate Hussain alleges. masses.

In another instance, 16-year-old Rayees Ahmad Mir Detaining minors under the PSA is a huge concern in 

from Delina area of Baramulla district was arrested the Valley, for the draconian law allows the police to 

by the J&K police on September 16, 2016 under arrest any suspect and keep them in jail for two years 

charges of throwing stones at the armed forces. After without trial. It goes without saying that it is a 
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Violation of the right to liberty, which India, the released a report 'A Lawless Law: Detentions under 

biggest democracy in the world, is obliged to respect the Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act' in 2011, 

under international human rights treaties. Ironically, which reported that those detained under the PSA in 

here a child is falsely projected as an adult. Kashmir include children as well. To mention, the 

As per the report titled 'Terrorized: Impact of Jammu and Kashmir High Court quashed the 

Violence on the Children of Jammu and Kashmir' detention order of minors in December 2016, stating 

published by the J&K Coalition of Civil Society that a minor cannot be booked under the PSA. A 

(JKCCS) in March 2018, the police and district bench of Justice Muhammad Yaqoob Mir made the 

administration “deliberately” not take into account observation while hearing a petition by a juvenile, 

the age of the detenue, especially children, and Tanveer Ahmad Bhat, against his detention order 

“routinely book them under false, arbitrary and under the Public Safety Act. Tanveer's counsel had 

punitive charges under the PSA.” “Assigning wrong pointed out that the detainee being below the age of 

age on PSA dossiers, especially in the case of 18 could not be detained in view of clear bar 

children, is done to prevent any possibility of staying envisaged by Section 8(3)(f) of the Act. However, the 

their arrest. In some cases, these arrests are the law is still being violated regardless.

beginning of the process of cultivating an 'anti-state Even though a majority of the detention orders 

element,' wherein police will routinely harass and against minors have been quashed by the High 

arrest these young children whenever there is an Court, experts fear the law could be misused 

anti-government protest in the area. The impact of anytime. “PSA has been misused badly since its 

the repeated harassment and arrests directly affects inception. It has often been seen that even after the 

their education and impacts their social behaviour,” High Court quashes detention orders, people are 

the report reads. Noted human rights activist and rebooked under the PSA. It has been happening for 

JKCCS programme coordinator Khurram Parvez the past three decades now. It is a never-ending 

says it was a difficult and time-consuming process to process,” notes Advocate Hussain.

determine one's age. “Til l the time age is Speaking to this reporter, Director General of Police 

determined, the person has already served some (DGP), Shesh Paul Vaid says, in case wrong 

months in custody. Therefore, the families don't find information is communicated in the court of law, the 

it feasible to contest age. They'd rather contest on case is quashed. “The police is not the final authority. 

the PSA itself and try to get their children out of We don't have any device to verify age. It is the 

detention,” he says. He adds that protection of judiciary that reviews the cases. If age of a person in 

minors is not the responsibility of the state alone, but such cases is found to be below 18, the court simply 

of society overall, “so all of us need to be sensitised.” quashes the case,” he says.

Human rights organisation, Amnesty International, Courtesy: Greater Kashmir

THE IMMORTAL CHARACTER OF MIRWAIZ FAROOQ Dr Kamran Khan

Mirwaiz Molvi Mohmmad Farooq was born at a time Mirwaiz family played its role but they had their 

when political atmosphere was on boil in the State of fundamental role also in Education, Religion, Social 

Jammu and Kashmir. People had become aware and Cultural affairs of Kashmir. During the dark ages 

about their rights regarding freedom, equality and the Sir Syed of Kashmir which is Molvi Rasool Shah 

liberty. II laid the foundation of Islamia School in 1899 at 

The revolt for the attainment of human rights against Rajouri Kadal, Srinagar. In the field of Religion, they 

the Maharaja's atrocities in Kashmir was nurtured for taught people “Tawheed”. The oneness of Allah  the 

the first time in an organized manner by the true picture of Islam; it defines and portrays that the 

ancestors of Mirwaiz Molvi Mohmmad Farooq. It was credit in shaping the society of Kashmir in various 

not only the resistance movement in which the facets of life goes to Mirwaiz family, and thus this was 
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 the family which nurtured Mirwaiz Molvi Mohmmad attitude towards the welfare of people and during his 

Farooq since 1944 up to his youth. lifetime he never shook hands with the wrongdoers 

Clubbing all the facts together one can say without of his times. He left no stone unturned for 

any bias that his phenotype as well as his genotype strengthening his party (A.C.C.) Awami Action 

was filled and inherited with good political character, Committee. Being a head priest of Jamia Masjid 

modern education and immortal religious qualities. Srinagar and a renowned leader of the masses, the 

As a kid his aptitude often main  and ultimate  a im of 

comepelled him to think about Mirwaiz Farooq was to make 

the prevailing condition which people aware about the Indian 

the society was facing under policies and “atrocities” against 

the deceitful politicians of that the Kashmiri people. During his 

very time. After the death of times, he could not cut the 

Atique Ullah Shah in 1962 his shackles of slavery but the aim 

grandson Molvi Mohammad and mission for the ACC is still 

Farooq became the Naib same as engraved on the soil of 

Mirwaiz. At the attainment of his Kash mir by Mirw aiz Molv i 

youth his inner soul forced him Mohammad Farooq during the 

to think passionately about the mid-sixties.

masses and in 1963 when he History of Kashmir reveals that 

was a boy of nineteen the crisis M i r w a i z  F a r o o q  w a s  a  

over the theft of holy relic of Prophet Mohammad renowned leader of his times who from the first day 

(SAW) made young Mirwaiz Farooq a rallying point of his political career was urging India to solve the 

in Muslim politics in Kashmir; every facet of society Kashmir dispute under the banner of trilateral talks, 

condemned the evil deed of wrong doers. Being his keen interest in Kashmir can be seen from the 

passionate from his early days he took the flag of newspapers he published under the title Hurriyat 

protest against such evil deed and the masses and Haroof-e-Haq weekly which was the mouth 

accepted him as their role model. People began to piece of ACC. After his arrest on 10 October 1965, 

call him by the name of “Young Farooq” the episode Mirwaiz Farooq suffered physical and mental 

of “Holy relic” changed the political scenario of atrocities. It was the time when the present nuclear 

Kashmir as well as the people of Kashmir got a new powers, India and Pakistan, were at war. He was put 

religious and political leader in the form of Mirwaiz behind the bars for a period of 2 years 2 months and 

Molvi Mohammad Farooq. Later on he proved to be 10 days during which he was put to third degree 

pure gold on the touchstone of masses and thus torture which affected his vision till 21 May 1990 the 

became as a lighthouse to the people of Kashmir. He day on which he was assassinated by the 

after that laid the foundation of “Action Committee” unidentified gunman in his house at Nigeen 

which ultimately changed into “People's Action Srinagar. Within hours of this tragedy the governor 

Committee” (Awami Action Committee) with himself held militants responsible for this barbaric act.

as its first chairman. The objective of the political When the mortal remains were carried in a 

outfit framed by Mirwaiz was to ensure that Kashmir procession from the SKIMS to his ancestral house 

should get their basic right of freedom. The Mirwaiz (Rajouri Kadal) the Indian security forces launched 

campaigned to achieve the objective till he was an ignoble attack on the peaceful mourners near 

assassinated. Islamia College Srinagar. The successive groups of 

He became the Mirwaiz after the death of his uncle pallbearers were shot dead and the corpse of slain 

Mirwaiz Molvi Mohammad Yousof Shah in 1968. leader was sprayed with bullets.

Mirwaiz Farooq never turned back from his positive Seventy people including three women and one 
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 child were killed on the spot. More than 250 people his son Mirwaiz Molvi Mohammad Umar Farooq 

received bullet injuries and thus the chapter of man (Chairman APHC and ACC).

of immortal character ended. Now every year people However since 2010 curfew is imposed on the same 

observe the death anniversary of the pious leader in day (21th May) every year and his son Mirwaiz Molvi 

the form of a procession from his ancestral home Mohammad Umar Farooq is kept under house 

Rajouri Kadal to Martyrs Graveyard (Eidgah) led by arrest.

SITUATION GOES BLOODIEST
It was yet another bloody Sunday in Kashmir on May government must answer as to how these killings 

6 when 10 young Kashmiris, five of them young are taking place. It is the failure of the current set-up 

Kashmiris, were killed and added to a long list that to control despondency and frustration. At the same 

has become a new normal given the violent turn the time, the Kashmiri society should also reflect on why 

situation has taken in the past few months. It was like the youth, who are not holding guns, ultimately 

a replay of April 1, when 17 people were killed in a become cannon fodder in this grind of violence. Are 

single day. Sunday's killings serve as a grim there no alternatives? Or do we have to force 

reminder about the highly charged situation in the ourselves to be content with the idea that when you 

valley. A day earlier, eight people were killed throw a stone, stage a protest or pick up the gun, the 

mercilessly, some of them by unknown gunmen as response is same  the bullet? The blood that is 

no one took responsibility. However, condemnations splattered on the streets might be an elixir for the 

poured in from all sides. Kashmir has not seen this resistance against Indian rule but how long can we 

type of violence wherein civilians are placed in the afford that, and that too without any proper direction? 

line of fire while government forces try to track down The leaders who are leading under the Joint 

the militants. In the end, whoever is killed is Resistance Leadership (JRL) have a responsibility 

Kashmiri. Notwithstanding the mayhem of 2008, to lead in a direction that does not take us to 

2010 and 2016, when bullets became an answer for violence. They cannot shirk their responsibility by 

stones, killing nearly 300 people, injuring thousands saying that  only  the Indian government is 

and blinding hundreds, this new shade of violence responsible. They also have a role to play and it is for 

has put tongues wagging about a dark future. them to define that. Policymakers in Delhi think that 

What is disturbing is that among the civilian they have nothing to lose and a tough stance on 

population, it is mostly the youth which has donned a Kashmir seems to be helping the Bharatiya Janata 

new role. They resist government attempts to take Party (BJP) ahead of the 2019 general elections. 

on the militants. When the army, the paramilitary Does that mean we are helping the BJP to achieve 

forces and the police cordon an area to search for a its goal? Today's renewed resistance in Kashmir is 

militant, it is a civilian who puts up resistance and, in youth-driven and they are perhaps not amenable to 

the end, both the militant and the civilian dies. In one counselling by the leaders of the Hurriyat. Their 

case, in Kulgam last month, civilians preferred to die angst against the state has reached a crescendo 

to help militants escape. Four civilians lost their lives and the daily cycle of killings is adding fuel to the fire. 

while facilitating the escape of three militants. Indeed But that again brings us back to the point. Is violence 

a huge cost. All these civilians are not militants, yet the only and final solution?

the government justifies their killings, under the garb More disturbing was the presence of Kashmir 

of restoring “normalcy” in the region. Sunday's University's Assistant Professor Dr Mohammad Rafi 

events have cast a gloom over the valley and the at the house where other militants were holed up. 

outrage is genuine. Rafi was not yet a militant and had probably joined 

Who is pushing these youth to pay this price and the group just a couple of days before. He had 

why? This question merits an answer. The certainly chalked out his course as was evident from 

Shujaat Bukhari
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 his final call to his parents. He is not the first such been changed into a “hate India” sentiment and that 

young man with good education who chose guns is what is drawing the educated youth closer to 

over political argument. There are many who have militancy. A civilian population resisting operations 

had degrees and joined militant ranks. His joining, by the government forces to protect militants is 

however, brings out another facet. He had a dignified nothing but societal sanction for violence. The 

job and he still chose this path. Dr Rafi's joining the pol iti cal  nat ure  of the  dis put e has  sur ely  

ranks has belied the often-parroted narrative that overshadowed the sops of employment and 

Kashmir's problem was about the unemployment. development.

Though long queues could be seen outside the While Kashmiris look towards the international 

recruitment centres, the larger reality behind this community to take cognizance of the state violence 

new phenomenon is that the denial of Kashmir being that takes away lives of young people, it is important 

a political issue and the denial of political space for to note that violence is not an approved path (with 

these powers) to end political conflicts. Delhi's 

continuous denial of Jammu and Kashmir as a 

political dispute has opened up this new chapter of 

violence which Kashmiris had left behind long ago in 

mid-1990s.

That transition did not help achieve any 

breakthrough. The onus of changing this pattern lies 

on Delhi alone though other actors too have a role. 

dissent has pushed these young boys to violence. Today's situation also demands a rethink of the 

With these recurring examples, the government of coalition between People's Democratic Party and 

India's reaching out through jobs, sports activities the BJP. The BJP has continuously provoked people 

and other measures have failed to keep them at bay. and tried to deligitimise the political realities. The 

In the past, thousands of jobs were created, challenge is to put an end to this cycle and save 

infrastructure built, roads macadamized but that had people but at the same time deliver justice. Delhi can 

little effect on political realities. In fact, in the last four no longer cover its head with sponsored theories, it 

years, Kashmir has gone through a complete must own responsibility.

transformation in which the anti-India sentiment has Courtesy: Rising Kashmir

Over a period of time Conferences on Kashmir within involving speakers from all disciplines. Mohammad 

and outside Pakistan have gained notoriety. Afzal Khan MP, Raja Najabat Hussain chairman 

However, there is no substitute for engagement and JKSMI and Yasmine Dar Member of the Labour 

free expression in settling disputes. I was one of the Party's National Executive were other notable 

Key Note speakers in the first session of a One Day speakers from the United Kingdom. In general our 

In ternat iona l Conference on “Kashmir : An understanding of Kashmir Case at the UN is flawed. 

Unfinished Agenda of Partition” on Monday 7 May It is far from the manner in which it has been 

2018 in Islamabad. The conference was organised admitted. Unless we have a full knowledge about UN 

by Islamabad based Think Tank  Pakistan House. Resolutions and the stand of various member 

President of Azad Kashmir Sardar Masood Khan nations during the debates on Kashmir, we would not 

was the chief guest in the first session. General be of any service to the Rights Movement of 

Ehsan ul Haq chair of Board of Governors, Rana Kashmiri People.

Dr. P. Graham, the United Nations Representative Athar Javed DG and their team in Pakistan House 

for Kashmir in his report submitted at the 570th were good hosts. They had invested deep thinking in 

KASHMIR CONFERENCE Dr. Syed Nazir Gilani
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 meeting of UN Security Council on 17 January June 19-23, 1997 talks at Islamabad made an 

1952, has presented the Kashmir case as follows: error of judgment in disturbing the core position 

(1) The people of Jammu and Kashmir, are worthy and accepting Kashmir as an include with 8 other 

of the right of their own self-determination through pending issues with India. The correct 

a free, secure, and impartial plebiscite. interpretation has been made by Great Britain at 

(2) Graham has presented 4 elements of Kashmir the 284th meeting of the UN Security Council on 

case namely, the rights and dignity, the security 17 April 1948. United Kingdom has said that 

and the self-determination of these historic people. “Kashmir dispute is the greatest and gravest single 

We have misdirected ourselves and have latched issue in international affairs”.

on to the component of self-determination only. UN provides for a bilateral engagement on 

The failure to uphold the three important elements Kashmir. However, United States has stated that 

of rights, dignity and the security, has remained an any conclusions arrived at in bilateral discussions 

error of judgment. should be 'just and consistent with the principles of 

When we ask for the rights and dignity and the UN Charter. The disagreement on referendum in 

security, the demand to self-determination Kashmir has not been correctly understood. It is 

emerges as a natural consequence. being interpreted to prejudice the merits of 

Many at the Conference would not have known Kashmir case. Netherlands at the 566th meeting of 

that if we had been able to keep the time table for a UN Security Council held on 10 November 1951 

plebiscite proposed by United Kingdom at the has made an important statement on the question 

284th Meeting of UN SC on 17 April 1948, there of disagreement. Netherlands representative in 

would have been a Plebiscite between May 1948 the Security Council has stated, “The lack of 

and October 1948. If we had accepted the advice agreement therefore, does not concern this right of 

of Colombia as member in the Commission and self-determination. It concerns the ways and 

appointed President of the International Red means and procedures to establish the conditions 

Cross as Plebiscite Administrator, and not gone for for a fair expression of the will of the people of the 

American citizen Admiral Nimitz, the process of a State of Jammu and Kashmir who want to make 

Plebiscite would have been through between 1949  their choice free from any kind of fear or 

1953. intimidation.”

If the Prime Minister of Kashmir had not rescinded Our understanding about the accession with India 

the travel restrictions on 31 March 1959, Indian is also flawed. There is no accession with India at 

citizens would have continued to enter the State on this point. India has surrendered the State's 

a visa or entry permit even today. If Pakistan had conditional accession at the UN SC on 15 January 

accepted British proposal to go to ICJ in November 1948 for a UN supervised vote. Indian army has 

1947 and United States had kept its course and been conducting demographic and psychographic 

gone to ICJ in August 1951, the cause of Indian profiling of Kashmiris. It is to identify those who 

occupation, accession, would have been declared oppose the Indian rule and have them killed. Why 

invalid by the International Court of Justice. does India need to go with its killing instinct in 

Pakistan was only 3 months old and did not have Kashmir? The answer is provided by Quebec 

the reliable generation of experts as it has today, to r e f e r e n d u m .  Q u e b e c  r e f e r e n d u m  f o r  

take up the offer to go to ICJ in November 1947. independence failed for a shortfall of 54,288 votes. 

We have continued to misunderstand the status of Indian Government wants to continue with its 

the case. Kashmir is not a bilateral dispute unprovoked killing of Kashmiri youth and create 

between India and Pakistan. Pakistan and exploit the number deficit during any future 

Government in its joint statement with India, after referendum in Kashmir.
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Only 18% of the cases resulted in the perpetrators 

being punished under the law PHOTO: AFP

including many carried out in the 

name of so-called 'honor', in which 

women are killed, often by male 

relatives, for bringing what is 

described as 'shame' on the family 

under an outdated, patriarchal 

social code. Only 50 of them, or 

18%, resulted in the perpetrators 

being punished under the law. The 

landmark 2009 Elimination of 

Violence Against Women (EVAW) 

law criminalizes child marriage, 

forced marriage, forced self-

immolation, rape and other 

violence against women.

There is no provision in Afghan law that allows for 

mediation in such criminal cases.

KABUL: The United Nations issued a blistering Pressuring a woman to accept mediation therefore 

report on Tuesday accusing the Afghan state of “amounted to a direct breach of the EVAW Law, the 

violating women's rights by failing to prosecute Penal Code, and constituted a human rights 

criminal violence against them, underscoring violation on the part of the State,” the report said.

widespread gender brutality nearly 17 years after the “Once mediated, incidents of violence against 

Taliban's fall. A law protecting women from violence women are essentially transformed from 'criminal 

has been in place since 2009, but instead of acts' into mere 'family disputes',” Danielle Bell, 

enforcing it authorities are allowing and sometimes UNAMA's human rights chief, told AFP.

overseeing informal mediation to resolve criminal 

cases, the United Nations Assistance Mission in 

Afghanistan (UNAMA) said in the report. Women “are encouraged to reconcile with the 

perpetrator as if no actual crime occurred, or to seek 

In a country where women are often confined to the a divorce if the parties cannot reach an agreement. 

home and seen as subordinate to men, access to Such outcomes directly contradict the spirit and 

justice remains “severely inadequate” and promotes letter of the EVAW Law.”

impunity for perpetrators, UNAMA added. It also means that once a complaint is made, the risk 

The report, titled “Injustice and Impunity”, of seeing the violence repeated is “quite high”, Bell 

documents the experiences of women who survived said.The Afghan government had made 'concrete' 

violence and tried to bring criminal complaints efforts, however, and agreed that “there is no room 

against their male attackers in 237 cases across for forced mediation and informal justice in criminal 

Afghanistan from August 2015 until December 2017. offences,” according to the report.

Of them, 145 were resolved by mediation, the report But it said the frequent failures to investigate and 

said, adding that it documented a “consistent prosecute such crimes contributed to “the existing 

pattern” of women being pressured by authorities as high rate of impunity and strengthened the 

well as their families to withdraw their complaints. normalistion of violence against women in the 

The report also examined 280 cases of murder, Afghan society”.

Women in Afghan security forces

Afghan women launch rare protest for peace in 

Taliban stronghold
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Muslim scholars issue fatwa against 

suicide attacks
religion of peace and denounced all kinds of violent 

extremism and terrorism. “We reaffirm that violence 

Muslim scholars from three countries issued an edict and terrorism cannot and should not be associated 

Friday saying that violent extremism and terrorism, with any religion, nationality, civilization or ethnic 

including suicide attacks, are against Islamic group, as violent extremism and terrorism in all its 

principles, in an effort to convince the Taliban to end forms and manifestation including violence against 

its violence. Seventy prominent Muslim scholars 

from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Indonesia issued 

the fatwa, or edict, at a conference in Indonesia on 

ways to achieve peace and stability in Afghanistan. 

Indonesian President Joko 'Jokowi' Widodo, who 

opened the one-day meeting, stressed Indonesia's 

commitment to helping build peace in the war-torn 

country. Jokowi said the conference was part of 

Indonesia's efforts to encourage the role of Islamic civilians and suicide attacks are against the holy 

clerics, or ulema, in promoting peace in Afghanistan. principles of Islam,” the declaration said.

“Through the voice of ulema, mainly from The Taliban urged Islamic clerics to boycott the 

Afghanistan, Pakistan and Indonesia, presumably Bogor conference and warned Afghan clerics, “Do 

the spirit of brotherhood for peace in Afghanistan can not afford an opportunity to the invading infidels in 

be strengthened,” Jokowi said. “Ulema are the agent Afghanistan to misuse your name and participation 

of peace ... they have the power to form the face of in this conference as means of attaining their 

peaceful people,” Jokowi said. He expressed hope malicious objective.” The conference at the 

that the conference could contribute concretely to presidential palace in Bogor, a West Java town on 

peace in Afghanistan. the outskirts of Jakarta, was organized by the 

In a declaration, the scholars said Islam was a Indonesian Ulema Council.

'Peace in South Asia linked to solution 

of Kashmir dispute'

Masood presents 6-point Kashmir 

solution formula

yield to a diplomatic solution in 

the near future provided there is 

Pakistan's ambassador to the United Nations political will to resolve it by 

Maleeha Lodhi asserted on Wednesday that the involving all parties to the 

unresolved Kashmir dispute dispute remains the dispute as well as the United 

root cause of tension and instability in South Asia. Nations. President Masood 

“The issue of Jammu and Kashmir has to be Khan said that Kashmiris were 

resolved in accordance with UN Security Council encouraged by the recent 

resolutions,” Lodhi told the United Nations General positive momentum generated in the Korean 

Assembly during a debate, according to peninsula where one was witnessing a 

rapprochement between North Korea and South 

Korea and the United States and North Korea who 

were energetically reaching out to each other to 

Pak-US Congress Meet explore ways to pursue the path of engagement 

WASHINGTON Sardar Masood Khan, President rather than confrontation. “The Kashmir issue is not 

Azad Jammu and Kashmir, in his address at the day- intractable as some would try to give the 

long event of the Pakistani-American Congress impression”, he said, adding that Kashmiris in the 

expressed the hope that the Kashmir dispute should IOK have resolved to continue the peaceful freedom 

Radio 

Pakistan.
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 struggle until they secure their right to self- Joint Resistance Leadership in IOK on the Kashmir 

determination. The President was the Chief Guest in dispute; and, close all doors for talks with Pakistan. 

a day-long event organized by Pakistan American President Masood Khan said that the people of 

Congress (PAC) to commemorate the 27th Annual Kashmir in Pakistan believe that state terrorism and 

Pakistan-US Friendship Day at the US Capitol Hill, extremist violence used by India will not resolve the 

Washington DC.  Ambassador  Aizaz Ahmad Kashmir issue under any circumstances. The 

Chaudhry and a number of US Congressmen also Kashmiris are pursuing the peaceful path of a 

attended and addressed the event. Addressing the political and diplomatic solution in accordance with 

US Congressmen and Pakistani Americans, the UN Security Council resolutions. The President also 

President said that the US should understand the presented a six-point formula for addressing this 

plight and struggle of the Kashmiris because the US egregious human rights situation in Kashmir: 1. The 

too had won its independence through a long, fierce Security Council should discuss the Jammu and 

and arduous struggle. He said that Kashmiris and Kashmir dispute with a view to activating modalities 

the people of Pakistan are seeking American for holding a plebiscite or referendum in Jammu and 

attention and support for the resolution of the issue Kashmir. 2. In the meantime, the UN Military 

of Jammu and Kashmir because of its historical ties Observer Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) 

with the region and its track record of trying to find a should be expanded not just to monitor the situation 

diplomatic solution to the problem in the past. The along the Line of Control but to report on the 

AJK President said that IOK was witnessing a precarious security situation and deteriorating 

human right and humanitarian emergency since July human rights situation in IOK. 3. India should 

2016. Hundreds, mostly youth, have been killed, recognize Kashmir as a dispute and along with other 

thousands injured and according to international parties try to work for a peaceful solution. For that 

reports, nearly 1400 Kashmiris including children purpose, India should enter into an open dialogue 

have lost their eyesight completely or partially. with Pakistan and Kashmiri leaders. 4. India should 

“Recently, India has intensified its killing spree in withdraw the bulk of its armed forces, Central 

which it was deliberately targeting youth to mete out Reserve Police Force and the Border Security Force 

collective punishment to the Kashmiris”, he said from the civilian/urban centres. 5. India should 

while highlighting Kashmiris' resolve that they would forthwith repeal draconian laws  the Public Safety 

not be bludgeoned into submission or capitulation. Act and the Armed Forces Special Powers Act that 

The human rights violations by the Indian occupation enable the occupation forces to commit crimes with 

forces, in fact, were crimes against humanity, impunity. 6. India should grant access to a Mission 

gen oci de and  eth nic  cle ans ing  and  tho se from the UN Human Rights Council as proposed by 

perpetrating these crimes were doing so with the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr. Zeid 

impunity and have been given complete immunity Ra'ad al-Hussein. The President emphasized that 

from prosecution. The President said that Indian Kashmir was a tripartite international issue involving 

attempts to change demography in the IOK were a Pakistan, India and the people of Jammu and 

direct violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention Kashmir, who were the key constituent in the 

and Additional Protocol I. International Humanitarian dispute. Kashmiris, he said, were peaceful and 

Law, ICC Statute, UN Security Council Resolutions peace-loving people and were opposed to terrorism. 

and Human Rights Reports, he said, prohibit the “Kashmiris do not want Kashmir to become a 

establishment of settlements or population transfers flashpoint between nuclear-armed Pakistan and 

in the occupied territories. India, the President said, India but want to project it as a symbol of connectivity 

was following a three-point policy towards Kashmir: and harmony for the whole of South Asia”, he said. 

kill and brutal ize Kashmiris to make these  The President said that Pakistan and the United 

punishment unbearable for them; don't talk to the States had been great allies in the past and they 
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 must strive once again to bring their relationship civilians and humiliation 

back on track. The partnership of the two countries duri ng crackdowns. He 

during the Cold War, Afghan War in the1980s and said that the Indian police 

the War against Terrorism has left a rich legacy of personnel  dur ing  night 

c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n . raids were ransacking 

“That must not be lost”, he said, adding that properties and humiliating 

Pakistan-US relationship was much more than the people.  The APHC 

differences on the security situation in Afghanistan. C h a i r m a n  s a i d ,  t h e  

He advised both sides to work towards containing mammoth participation of 

periodic turbulence in the relationship and build on people in the funerals of the martyred youth is a 

the decades-old convergences in economic, glaring example of commitment and affiliation of the 

educational, scientific, technological and cultural people with the freedom movement and serves a 

affairs. Ambassador Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry also message for India that its oppressive measures 

spoke on the occasion commending the Pakistani won't break their will or resolve. Referring to the 

Americans for playing a key role in promoting arrest of Jamaat-e-Islami leader, Bashir Ahmed 

cooperation and friendship between Pakistan and Lone and Tehreek-e-Hurriyat leader, Muhammad 

the United States. Rafique Owasi, he said that the authorities were 

suffering from arrogance and frustration adding that 

both these leaders were detained for their 

Srinagar:(KMS): In occupied Kashmir, the Chairman participation in funerals of martyred professor 

of All Parties Hurriyat Conference, Syed Ali Gilani, Muhammad Rafi Butt. Syed Ali Gilani castigated the 

has said that India has turned the territory into a occupation authorities for keeping a Hurriyat activist, 

police state and a butcher house where people are Manzoor Ahmed Khan, under continued detention. 

being killed mercilessly and detained under frivolous He said that Manzoor Khan was languishing in jail for 

charges. Syed Ali Gilani in a statement in Srinagar the past twelve years and the authorities were not 

strongly denounced the current wave of killing, releasing him despite the fact that his mother was 

arrests and other atrocities perpetrated by the Indian suffering from various ailments and needed him to 

forces' personnel. He said, the puppet authorities be with her. He also denounced the unjustified 

while trespassing all ethics don't even consider the detention of senior advocate, Bashir Bukhari. The 

sanctity of holy month of Ramadan. He condemned APHC Chairman also expressed concern over the 

the illegal detention of resistance leaders and said reported worsening condition of prisoners, saying 

that it was extremely unwise to deny political space that they are being ill-treated and subjected to 

and muzzle genuine voices. The APHC Chairman mental and physical torture in jails. He demanded 

pointed out that ahead of the Indian Prime Minister, immediate shifting of all detainees from jails of 

Narendra Modi's visit to occupied Kashmir on Jammu region and Indian prisons to the Kashmir 

Saturday, the puppet authorities while imposing Valley. Paying tributes to all detainees for their 

undue curbs on civilians have turned the territory into commitment and valor, Syed Ali Gilani said that 

a military garrison. He maintained that the pro-India those lodged in New Delhi's Tihar jail including 

politicians were following the agenda of extremist Shabbir Ahmed Shah, Altaf Ahmed Shah, Ayaz 

Hindu organization, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh Muhammad Akbar, Peer Saifullah, Merajuddin 

(RSS), and said that people particularly youth were Kalwal, Nayeem Ahmed Khan, Shahid-ul-Islam, 

being detained and there seemed to be no let-up in Farooq Ahmed Dar, Shahid Yousuf, Zahoor Watali, 

killing and harassment of civilians in occupied Muhammad Aslam Wani were ill-treated.  He 

Kashmir. Syed Ali Gilani expressed serious concern ma in tai ned that  Masarrat  Aa lam Butt , Dr  

over fresh arrest spree, harassment of peaceful Muhammad Qasim Fakhtoo, Dr Muhammad Shafi 

India has turned IOK into a police 

state, butcher house: Gilani
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Sharieti, Dr Ghulam Muhammad Butt, Muzaffar He said it is responsibility of the people of Kashmir to 

Ahmed Dar, Naz ir Ahmed Sheikh, Ghulam protect and safeguard these sacrifices and to remain 

Muhammad Khan Sopori, Ameer Hamza Shah, Mir steadfast towards the final goal. “New Delhi must 

Hafizullah, Muhammad Yousuf Falahi, Abdul Ghani acknowledge the aspirations of people and shun its 

Butt, Muhammad Yousuf Lone, Muhammad Shaban militaristic approach against peace-loving Kashmiris 

Dar, Raies Ahmed Mir and Sarjan Barkati had been and start a meaningful process for the resolution of 

arrested on fake and fabricated charges and their the dispute,” he said.

detention was being prolonged on one pretext or the 

other and draconian law, Public Safety Act, was 

being invoked against one after the other. S r i n a g a r, ( K M S ) :  I n  

occupied Kashmir, the 

Chairman of Jammu and 

Srinagar, (KMS): In occupied Kashmir, the Chairman Kashmir Liberation Front, 

of Hurriyat forum, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq has urged Muhammad Yasin Malik, 

along with a high level 

delegation visited the 

families of the martyred 

youth in Srinagar and 

expressed solidarity with 

them. Muhammad Yasin Malik visited the bereaved 

family members of Fayaz Ahmed Hamal and Aadil 

Ahmed and expressed condolences to them. On the 

occasion, he said that the Indian forces were spilling 

the blood of innocent people in every nook and 

corner of occupied Kashmir with impunity but no one New Delhi to shun its military approach and accept 
across globe seemed to bother or take note of this the ground realities to settle the lingering Kashmir 
bloodshed. He paid glowing tributes to the martyrs dispute according to the will of Kashmiri people. 
and prayed for the patience to their bereaved Mirwaiz Umar Farooq chaired a meeting of his party, 
families. The JKLF Chairman also met with the Awami Action Committee (AAC), to finalise the 
bereaved family of innocent Aadil Ahmed who was programme for the upcoming Martyrs' Week, 
crushed to death by a vehicle of Indian police and observed by the Hurriyat forum and AAC every year 
said that a bread earner of a poor and downtrodden to commemorate the martyrdom anniversary of 
family was killed with impunity by the police without Mirwaiz Molvi Muhammad Farooq, Khawja Abdul 
any regret. A family living in shambles has been Ghani Lone and martyrs of Hawal of May 21, 1990. 
shattered by tyrants' and oppressors which is highly The meeting finalized the preparations for the 28th 
deplorable, he added. After visiting these families, martyrdom anniversaries of founder of AAC and the 
Yasin Malik went to Khawaja Bazaar in Srinagar and beloved religious and political leader Mirwaiz 
expressed condolences to the family of Ghulam Muhammad Farooq and the martyrs of Hawal. Rich 
Nabi who breathed his last today. The deceased was tributes were paid to Mirwaiz Molvi Farooq, Khawja 
the father of a youth, Momin Nabi, who is languishing Abdul Ghani Lone and martyrs of Hawal. Speaking 
in Kot Bhalwal Jail for the past over a year. He on the occasion, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq said, “Today 
appealed to the International Committee of Red Kashmiris especially our youth continue to sacrifice 
Cross and other human rights originations to take their precious lives and these collective sacrifices 
cognizance of the continued illegal detention of made by people and leadership are our great asset 
Momin Nabi and ensure his release.which will be written in golden words in the history.” 

'Indian forces spilling innocent blood 

with impunity'

Mirwaiz urges Delhi to shun its 

military approach on Kashmir
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REAL IMAGE OF KASHMIR 

Jan 1989 to May 31, 2018 
Total Killings *  95,016 
Custodial Killings 7,108 
Civilians Arrested 144,017 
Structures Arsoned/Destroyed 108,800 
Women Widowed 22,874 
Children Orphaned 107,712 
Women gang-raped / Molested 11,077 

 

rdOn 3  of April 2018, the launching ceremony of services in Pakistan for the last three decades. This 

Rotavirus Vaccine in AJ&K was held. Prime Minister Program aims to reduce infant mortality and 

of Azad State of Jammu & Kashmir inaugurated morbidity by immunizing children against 

poliomyelitis, tuberculosis, diphtheria, pertussis, 

tetanus, measles, hepatitis B, pneumonia, 

meningitis, haemophilus influenza type B and now 

Rotavirus. Since the health of infants in a country is 

directly linked to its future labour supply, economic 

growth and poverty reduction, children suffering 

from preventable diseases can pose a heavy socio-

economic burden for an economy. This relationship 

between the infant mortality ratio and household 

level poverty is fairly well-established.

State of Azad Jammu & Kashmir is prone to Rotavirus Vaccine alongwith Provincial EPI-

communicable diseases because of its difficult Warehouse. 

mountainous terrain, influx of tourists from different Besides Prime Minister, the ceremony was attended 

p a r t s  o f  by Minister for Health, Finance & Development AJ&: 

Pakistan and Dr Muhammad Najeeb Naqi; Secretary Health AJ&K 

sharing a long Maj. General Khalid Hussain Asad; Director General 

border with the Health AJ&K, Dr. Muhammad Basheer Choudhry; 

I n d i a n  Secretaries; Heads of various Departments; 

o c c u p i e d  Representatives of UNICEF & WHO; Federal EPI; 

K a s h m i r .  Media Personnel; District Administration and 

B e f o r e  t h e  Notables of the community. 

launching of The Expanded Program on Immunization (EPI) has 

R o t a v i r u s  been the exclusive provider of public immunization 

Launching Ceremony of Rotavirus Vaccine & Provincial Warehouse EPI-AJK
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 congratulated Provincial Programme Manager in 

organizing this marvelous event and making it an 

example for the others to follow. He showed his 

commitment as Minister of Health to further 

strengthen the EPI-AJK. Minister Health Also Met 

with Mr. Tom Zarigumma, Chief of Operations 

Supply Logistics Management (UNICEF) along with 

Mrs. Shamim Akhtar UNICEF. With the support of 

UNICEF State of AJ&K has now its own central ware 

vaccine, there was a schedule for nine preventable house. Dr. Bushra Shams, PPM EPI-AJK demanded 

diseases in the routine immunization which has now for two other warehouses at divisional level so that 

upgraded to the schedule of ten vaccines including the level best cold chain measures can be practiced.

Rotavirus vaccine. Rotavirus Vaccine is to be Prime Minister AJ&K stated the vision of his 

administered to children less than 2 years of age. It government as “We must spend more and more on 

protects children of the target age group against our children to uplift the economy of the state which 

diarrhea caused by Rotavirus. Two doses of is embedded in the health of a child”. He further 
th thRotavirus are to be administered at 6  and 10  week emphasized to look into the preventable underlying 

of age which decreases the morbidity and mortality causes of various diseases and to address them 

associated with Rotavirus. Since vaccine doesn't timely so not to get them into their complications 

cater severe adverse/side effects hence it is safe which ultimately costs a lot to the poor families. He 

enough to vaccinate with. acknowledged the efforts of UNICEF for the State of 

State of Azad Jammu & Kashmir has officially Azad Jammu & Kashmir in Education, Wash, and 

launched the Rotavirus vaccine. In the launching Health & Hygiene.  He showed his resolve and 

ceremony Prime Minister taking the lead launched commitment to strengthen the department of health 

the Rotavirus Vaccine and Inaugurated the 

Provincial warehouse of Expanded 

Programme on Immunization in the same 

event. 

During the event, Dr. Bushra Shams, 

Provincial Programme Manager presented 

an overview of EPI-AJK including 

milestones achieved during her tenure. to make the best healthcare delivery possible in AJK. 

She also highlighted the challenges being faced by He also applauded Provincial Programme Manager 

EPI-AJK. In the end of her presentation she thanked EPI AJK for putting her level best efforts to make this 

the Prime Minister, Minister for Health, Secretary programme more effective. Prime Minister Azad 

Health, Director General Health, UNICEF Govt. of the State of Jammu & Kashmir emphasized 

representatives, WHO representatives and other on achieving the Sustainable development goals in 

worthy guests for their support in accomplishing the which Good Health and well being is explicitly string 

target of central warehouse. with the effective and efficient immunization.

Secretary Health AJK emphasized to leave no stone During the ceremony certificates, shields and 

unturned to vaccinate the children of target age souvenirs were also presented to persons who 

group. He also stressed upon health as well as other played vital role in construction of provincial 

departments to play their positive roles so that no warehouse and helped combating grave hurdles. 

child remains unvaccinated in AJK. Some performance based shields were also 

Minister for Health, Finance and Development presented to EPI Staff.



Austria: president AJ&K Sardar Masood Khan addressing to a Seminar in Austrian Institute for Europe 

and Security Policy. 

Islamabad:   Prime Minster AJK Raja Muhammad Farooq Haider Khan and other speakers are addressing 

to a public gathering on death anniversary of Shaheed Mirwaiz Maulvi Farooq & Khwaja Abdul Ghani lone 

Muzaffarabad : Minster Education Syed Iftakhar Ali Gillani and other speakers are addressing  to a protest 

rally  on  19-05-2018

Bhimber: Assistant Directors J&KLC Raja Rashid Raza ,Sarfraz Khan and other speakers addressing 

in Inter District Private Schools Speech Competition 
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