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Mr. President,

Excellencies,

Distinguished delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen

 Let me first congratulate Mr. Miroslav 

Lajcak on his election as the President of 

the 72nd session of the General Assembly. 

I am confident that his long experience in 

public service and international relations 

will be an asset in successfully guiding this 

august Assembly to address the imposing 

challenges of security, development and 

governance that confront the world today.

Mr. President, 

For over 70 years  despite the Cold War, the 

nuclear arms race and scores of regional 

conflicts  our world was able to avoid a 

global conflagration. This can be ascribed 
Rising racism and religious hatred  manifested in xenophobia in large measure to the adherence by most 
and Islamophobia  is erecting physical walls and States to the prohibition of the use or threat of use of force 
psychological barriers between nations and peoples even as except under the authority of the UN Charter.
our world becomes increasingly interdependent.Unfortunately, the principles of the UN Charter have been 
The ethnic cleansing of Rohingyas is not just an affront to all progressively eroded in the new millennium. In recent years 
norms of humanity but also challenges our collective some countries have displayed a growing proclivity to resort 
conscience.to unilateral force and intervention against other States. 
While the pillars of world order are being eroded, the Coercion and threats have emerged again as the main currency 
imperative of international cooperation  to address poverty, in the management of inter-state disputes and differences.
disease, climate change, nuclear proliferation, terrorism and Renewed East-West tensions may engulf Europe in another 
forced displacement  is intensifying. Cold War. Peace and prosperity in Asia is threatened by 
Today, more than ever, we need the United Nations to provide emerging big power friction and rising tensions in South, East 
the parameters, processes and platforms for global and West Asia.
cooperation that is essential to address the wide ranging The Middle East is wracked by war and violence  in Syria, 
challenges to peace, security, and development. Iraq, Yemen and elsewhere. Although Daesh appears to have 
Pakistan welcomes the efforts launched by Secretary General been weakened in Iraq and Syria, terrorist violence has spread 
Antonio Guterres to revitalize the United Nations' capabilities and intensified across the Middle East and Africa and other 
in Peace and Security, Development and Management. parts of the world.
We are also committed to reform that transforms the Security There is no end in sight to the tragedy of Palestine. Israel's 
Council into a more representative, democratic and prolonged occupation and expansion of illegal settlements 
accountable body rather than an expanded club of the may lead to renewed and wider violence in the Holy Land.
powerful and the privileged.The legitimate struggle for self-determination of the people of 
Mr. President,Jammu and Kashmir continues to be brutally suppressed by 
Pakistan celebrated the 70th anniversary of its independence India's occupation forces.

Statement by His Excellency Mr. Shahid Khaqan Abbasi,
Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, at the General

 Debate of the 72nd Session of the UN General Assembly
21 September 2017
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 last month. This month marks the 70th anniversary of Pakistan also urges the international community to call on 

Pakistan's membership of the United Nations. India to: halt pellet gun attacks and other violence against 

Pakistan's commitment to the principles of the United Nations unarmed demonstrators; stop the use of rape as an instrument 

is evident from the long record of its constructive role in the of state policy; end media blackouts; rescind its draconian 

initiatives and contributions that have shaped the decisions emergency laws; and free all Kashmiri political leaders.

and discourse at this world body on decolonization, Mr. President,

development, trade, international law, human rights, refugees, To divert the world's attention from its brutalities; India 

peacekeeping, security, disarmament and the United Nations' frequently violates the ceasefire along the Line of Control in 

budget and management. Kashmir. Despite over 600 violations since January this year 

Pakistan has consistently been one of the world's top troop Pakistan has acted with restraint. But if India does venture 

contributors to UN peacekeeping. We will remain on the across the LoC, or acts upon its doctrine of “limited” war 

frontlines of peacekeeping and continue to offer professional against Pakistan, it will evoke a strong and matching response. 

and well-trained personnel to the United Nations, despite our The international community must act decisively to prevent 

own security challenges. the situation from a dangerous escalation. 

Mr. President, Mr. President, 

Our adherence to the principles of the United Nations Charter The Kashmir dispute should be resolved justly, peacefully and 

flows from the declaration of our Founding Father, Quaid-e- expeditiously. As India is unwilling to resume the peace 

Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah who said: “Our foreign policy is process with Pakistan, we call on the Security Council to 

one of friendliness and goodwill towards all nations of the fulfill its obligation to secure the implementation of its own 

world”. resolutions on Jammu and Kashmir.

Unfortunately, from day one of its creation, Pakistan has faced To this end, the UN Secretary-General should appoint a 

unremitting hostility from its  eastern neighbor. India refuses Special Envoy on Kashmir. His mandate should flow from the 

to implement the unanimous resolutions of the UN Security longstanding but unimplemented resolutions of the Security 

Council, which mandate a UN supervised plebiscite to enable Council.

the people of Jammu and Kashmir to freely decide their Mr. President,

destiny. Let me reiterate, Pakistan remains open to resuming a 

Instead India has deployed nearly 700,000 troops in occupied comprehensive dialogue with India to address all outstanding 

Kashmir to suppress the legitimate struggle of the Kashmiris issues, especially Kashmir and discuss measures to maintain 

to exercise their right to self-determination. This is the most peace and security. This dialogue must be accompanied by an 

intense foreign military occupation in recent history. end to India's campaign of subversion and state sponsored 

As in the past, today the Kashmiri people are waging a heroic terrorism against Pakistan, including from across our western 

and popular struggle to rid themselves of India's oppressive border. 

rule. They come out in the streets daily to call on India to leave Mr. President,

Kashmir. Apart from the people of Afghanistan, Pakistan and its people 

India has responded with massive and indiscriminate force to have suffered the most from four decades of foreign 

suppress the Kashmiris, shooting indiscriminately at children, intervention and civil wars in Afghanistan. These wars have

women and youth. Hundreds of innocent Kashmiris have been blighted our country with the flow of extremists and terrorists, 

killed or injured. Shotgun pellets have blinded and maimed guns and drugs as well as an influx of millions of refugees. 

thousands of Kashmiris including children. These and other They have set back our economic development by decades. 

brutalities clearly constitute war crimes and violate the Even today, Pakistan is host to over 3 million Afghan refugees. 

Geneva Conventions. No one desires peace in Afghanistan more than Pakistan.

Pakistan demands an international investigation into India's From 16 years of the ongoing war in Afghanistan, it is clear 

crimes in Kashmir. We ask that the United Nations Secretary- that peace will not be restored by the continuing resort to 

General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights send military force. Neither Kabul and the Coalition, nor the 

an inquiry Commission to occupied Kashmir to verify the Afghan Taliban, can impose a military solution on each other. 

nature and extent of India's human rights violations, secure the The international community  as expressed in several United 

punishment of those responsible and provide justice and relief Nations resolutions  has concluded that peace can be restored 

to the victims. in Afghanistan only through a negotiated settlement.
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Having suffered and sacrificed so much due to our role in the addressed comprehensively. We see two major gaps in the 

global counter terrorism campaign it is especially galling for global counter-terrorism strategy. First, the international 

Pakistan to be blamed for the military or political stalemate in community has failed to address the issue of state sponsored 

Afghanistan. We are not prepared to be anyone's scapegoat. terrorism. This is an instrument of choice of the agents of 

Taliban “safe havens” are located not in Pakistan but in the chaos and aspiring hegemons. In several regions, stability will 

large tracts of territory controlled by the Taliban in be difficult to restore unless State sponsored terrorism is 

Afghanistan. condemned, prohibited and punished. 

Yes, cross border attacks do occur. These are mostly Second, to eliminate terrorism, its root causes must be 

conducted by anti-Pakistan terrorists from “safe havens” addressed. These are not only poverty and ignorance; 

across the border. To end all cross border attacks we ask the terrorism is even more an extreme response to real or 

Afghan government and the Coalition to support and perceived political and other grievances, including foreign 

complement Pakistan's ongoing efforts to strengthen border intervention, oppression and injustice. Unless such root 

controls and monitor all movement across it. causes are addressed, it will be difficult to counter the twisted 

What Pakistan is not prepared to do is to fight the Afghan war narrative of terrorist groups. 

on Pakistan's soil. Nor can we endorse any failed strategy that Mr. President,

will prolong and intensify the suffering of the people of Confronted by a hostile and increasingly militarized neighbor, 

Afghanistan and Pakistan and other regional countries. Pakistan has been obliged to maintain the capability for 

Pakistan believes that the urgent and realistic goals in credible deterrence. My country developed nuclear weapons 

Afghanistan should be: One, concerted action to eliminate the only when these were introduced in our region by this 

presence in Afghanistan of Daesh, Al-Qaeda and their neighbor. Our strategic assets are vital to deter oft-threatened 

affiliates including the TTP and Jamaat-ul-Ahrar, which was aggression. They are tightly and effectively controlled, as has 

recently declared a terrorist organization by the Security been widely acknowledged by experts. The world community 

Council. would be well served by enabling Pakistan to join global non-

Two, promote negotiations between Kabul and the Afghan proliferation arrangements, such as the Nuclear Suppliers 

Taliban  in the Quadrilateral Coordination Group (QCG) or Group on a non-discriminatory basis. 

any trilateral format  to evolve a peaceful settlement in Mr. President,

Afghanistan. Climate change poses a new and existential threat to 

These two steps offer the most realistic prospect of restoring mankind's future. Extreme climate events are multiplying: 

peace and stability in Afghanistan and our region. Their consequences  flooding in Texas, landslides in Nepal 

Mr. President, and Sierra Leone, devastation in the Caribbean and Puerto 

Pakistan's counter-terrorism credentials cannot be questioned. Rico, disappearing Himalayan glaciers  are global and 

After 9/11 it was Pakistani efforts that enabled the decimation indiscriminate. As one of the most vulnerable states to climate 

of Al-Qaeda. Pakistan's military campaigns have succeeded in change, we believe that it is in our collective interest to pursue 

clearing our tribal areas of almost all militant groups. and realize the goals of the Paris Agreement and build a new 

We took the war to the terrorists. We have paid a heavy price. and greener model for growth and development.

Over 27,000 Pakistanis including 6,500 military and law Mr. President,

enforcement personnel have been martyred by terrorists. Growth and development remain the primary objectives of the 

50,000 Pakistani nationals have been injured, including developing countries. The United Nations' Sustainable 

15,000 army personnel, many of whom have lost their limbs. Development Goals represent the most  ambitious 

Mr. President, development agenda in history. The development challenge 

We have fought the war against terror with our own resources. has become more imposing due to the combined constraints of 

Pakistan's economic losses are estimated at over $120 billion. climate change, rising protectionism, fraying international 

Yet, we remain committed to fully implementing our National cooperation and proliferation conflicts.

Action Plan against terrorism and extremism. Defeating The vision of shared growth  spelt out in Chinese President Xi 

terrorist violence is vital to realize our overriding priority of Jinping's Belt and Road initiative  offers a solid path to 

rapid economic and social development. prosperity and a model of South-South cooperation worthy of 

Mr. President, emulation. 

Terrorism is now a global phenomenon, which must be Mr. President,
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Pakistan's economy has recorded a remarkable revival in the sovereign equality. We will respond positively to all offers of 

past four years. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor friendship and cooperation. 

(CPEC) will further contribute to our economic upsurge. This Mr. President,

will expand exponentially as the Pakistan-China partnership We are poised at a critical inflection point in history. The world 

extends beyond energy and transportation to many other order that has prevented a global war for over 70 years is under 

sectors. threat. Yet, revolutionary advances in science and technology, 

Pakistan's integration into the Eurasian Belt and Road network the immense capacity for global investment, production, 

will provide a firm foundation for Pakistan's rapid economic consumption and trade, especially  in the developing 

development. With a youthful population of 207 million countries, and the availability of structures and mechanisms 

people, we are confident that an economic strategy anchored for collective action offer an opportunity, unprecedented in 

on rising incomes, consumption and production will propel human history, to address the diverse challenges that we face 

Pakistan towards greater prosperity. today. It is here, through the United Nations, that the peoples 

To achieve these priority goals for our people, Pakistan seeks of the world can seize the opportunities to achieve our shared 

to build peace within our country and security around our vision of a more just, peaceful and prosperous world.

borders. We seek good relations with all States on the basis of I thank you, Mr. President!

nothing but more strife and horror stories in Kashmir. A new Intervention of the United negotiating formula is thus urgently required both in the name 

of international peace, security and human rights. The element Nations Must for Peace In 
that has been missing in efforts towards a settlement is the 

political representation of Kashmiris on the negotiating table Kashmir
along with India and Pakistan. The All Parties Hurriyet Dr. Ghulam Nabi Fai
Conference (APHC) that represents the broader spectrum of New York, October 1, 2017. In a memorandum submitted to 
the opinion of the Kashmiri people is unswervingly devoted to Mr. Antonio Guterres, the Secretary General of the United 
a peaceful settlement of the Kashmir dispute, and is eager to Nations, Dr. Ghulam Nabi Fai, Secretary General, World 
explore constructive approaches to jump-starting the Kashmir Awareness Forum and Barrister Sultan Mehmood 
longstanding Kashmir stalemate that has ensued when the Choudhary, former Prime Minister of Azad Kashmir 
problem has been perceived as bilateral, to the exclusion of the highlighted the following:
20 million Kashmiri people. As Northern Ireland required the  We are writing to urge a leadership role of the United Nations 
participation of Sinn Fein in negotiations to succeed, Kashmir in resolving the 70-year-old Kashmir conflict that has inflicted 
is no different.  We completely endorse the statement of the pain, agony, and injustice on a scale that makes East Timor, 
United Nations High Commissioner on Human Rights who and Southern Sudan pale in comparison: more than 100,000 
expressed serious concern about the situation in Kashmir and killings in the past two decade alone, and routine rape, torture, 
proposed on September 13, 2016 that 'an independent, mutilation, plunder, disappearances, arbitrary detentions, and 
impartial and international mission is now needed crucially ruthless punishment of peaceful political dissent.
and that it should be given free and complete access to  Kashmir conflict is perhaps the most dangerous conflict in the 
establish an objective assessment of the claims made by the world because of the spiraling nuclear and missile race 
two sides.'  We trust that your personal involvement in this between India and Pakistan coupled with historical enmities 
matter will bring its influence to bear on both India and that have occasioned three wars between the two rivals.  It is 
Pakistan to initiate a peaceful negotiations with which the implausible to believe that these two neighboring countries 
United Nations as well as the genuine leadership of the people will either cap or renounce their respective nuclear genies 
of Jammu & Kashmir will be associated so as to ensure that after they have escaped the South Asian bottle unless the chief 
settlement arrived at will be based on the principles of justice.source of antagonism between the two -- Kashmir -- is 
 We place the trust in the statesmanship of the Excellency, as resolved.  It is obvious that no settlement can last if it is not 
the Secretary General of the United Nations that you will not based on justice for the people of Kashmir and recognition of 
countenance any attempt to ignore the wishes of the people of their inherent rights.  It is also undeniable that the past 70 years 
the State of Jammu and Kashmir and bypass the expression of have proven that bilateral India-Pakistan negotiations to 
those wishes.resolve Kashmir conflict are simply charades that achieve 
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Unabated Indian 
atrocities in Kashmir

In this regard land was procured in Sri Nagar and Anant Nag to 

build two towns each in these areas. Reportedly, over sixty 

thousands families are to be settled in these towns. Off late, in 

another heinous plot to permanently annex IOK, New Delhi is 

contemplating to abrogate Article 35A of the Indian constitution Sultan M Hali

unilaterally without undergoing the formality of obtaining India illegally occupied Kashmir in October 1947; Pakistan 

concurrence from the IOK government or legislature. Article managed to liberate one third of it but the rest continues to be 

35A is part of the executive order issued by the president of India under Indian subjugation known as Indian Occupied Kashmir 

and is an integral part of the Indian Constitution (Applicable to (IOK). Despite the fact that the UN Security Council enforced a 

Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 1954. The Indian president issued ceasefire and passed resolutions to the effect that under a UN 

this Order on 14 May 1954 under Article 370 of the constitution sponsored plebiscite, the people of Kashmir will decide whether 

of India to legitimize the Indian occupation of IOK. The article they want to accede to Pakistan or India, the latter has not let it 

prohibits a non-J&K resident from buying property in the State happen. Continued oppression and tyranny forced the 

and ensures job reservation for J&K residents.Kashmiris to rise for their freedom in 1989 but their just struggle 

There have been legal objections to this sinister move. Jahangir was suppressed by brute force. Resultantly over 1, 00,000 

Iqbal Ghanie, Jammu and Kashmir's Advocate General, told a innocent Kashmiris were butchered, their women raped and 

newspaper that three petitions have challenged the article in the thousands of youth incarcerated. Since then sporadic outbursts 

Indian Supreme Court, but in the two other petitions, no notice have erupted, taking a huge toll of human lives but eventually 

was issued to the state government. A bench headed by Justice J get suppressed. Since July 8, 2016, when popular youth leader 

S Khehar will hear the petitions challenging Article 35A in Burhan Wani was brutally murdered, another mass uprising has 

October 2017. Earlier the top court had favoured hearing of the commenced. To protest the assassination of Burhan Wani, IOK 

matter by a five-judge constitution bench to determine if Article is in flames. To quell the revolution, this time India is using 

35A is ultra vires of the Constitution or if there is any procedural pellet guns. Resultantly, over 200 people have been martyred 

lapse. The court had said that a three-judge bench will hear the and 22,000 injured due to ruthless repression conducted by the 

matter and refer it to a five-judge bench if necessary. The issue Indian armed forces. Over 3,500 youngsters have been 

has also triggered an unlikely camaraderie. Perhaps for the first permanently blinded by the incessant firing of pellet guns. 

time in decades, political parties cutting across the political Reportedly, Indian army has also started using chemical 

spectrum in the Valley are on the same page: They all want to weapons & Smell shelling weaponry against innocent protesters 

preserve Article 35A. Joint Resistance Leadership comprising in IOK.

Syed Ali Geelani, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq and Yasin Malik asked For the last six months, life in IOK has remained mostly 

the Kashmir bar associations, Kashmiri Diaspora all over the paralyzed due to continual curfews. Besides the prolonged 

world to hold peaceful protest demonstration against curfew, media blackout has also been imposed cutting off the 

“conspiracies” to scrap the state subject law as the issue is a communication channels of IOK. Squeezed by the brutal 

“matter of life and death” for people of J&K. Reportedly, IOK oppression at the hands of Indian Armed forces, the IOK youth 

Chief Minister and opposition parties have also objected to any have lost patience and through “mob resistance”, they are 

tinkering with the article. There is also a sinister campaign to creating problems for occupied forces. “Wanism” has become 

target APHC leadership by implicating them in financial scams leading spirit of their third Intifada in Indian Occupied Kashmir. 

and link it to terror funding by Pakistan. It is a clear ploy to create Indian forces are also using stage managed incidents to kill 

a wedge between APHC old guards and youth of Kashmir. The Kashmiri youth and gag their voice for their just demand for 

unresolved status of Kashmir issue is a somber reminder to the independence. An alarming increase in such staged dramas has 

world that Kashmiri people are deprived of their fundamental been witnessed these days as Indian media extends coverage to 

rights at the hands of so-called biggest democracy of the world. any activity to blame Kashmiri freedom activists and blackball 

When Pakistan tried to raise its voice at the UN General Pakistan. Another sinister campaign is in the offing; apart from 

Assembly session this month, Indian diplomats and media tried the oppressive activities, the New Delhi government in 

to denigrate the just struggle by casting aspersions against collaboration with State coalition government led by Mehbooba 

Pakistan and accusing it of sponsoring terrorism. The rights of Mufti is engaged in making demographic changes on lines of 

the Kashmiris cannot be denied to them and world should take Israeli model of building residential ghettos (Sainakbastiyan) or 

cognizance of odious Indian designs against humanity in IOK.industrial zones to settle Hindu Pundits and other communities. 
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population there. All these efforts were meant for UN Indo-Israel Nexus in 
resolution that demands plebiscite in Kashmir. For such 

change in demography, Israel as usual presents itself to 'help' Kashmir
India. Israeli President Shimon Peres in his visit to India in 

1993 supported the Indian stand on Kashmir and called it as an 
Pakistan had two adversaries in the international arena on the 

integral part of India. Shimon Peres met L. K. Advani and 
ideological basis which are India and Israel. Pakistan got 

reportedly suggested “the massive resettlement of non-
independence on the bases of its religion Islam whereas, India 

Muslims in the Kashmir valley to neutralize pro-Pakistan 
had a secular stance over its existence while Israel had a stance 

elements”. Shimon Peres also suggested “a possible political 
on religious ideological grounds that Israel is a pure land 

remedy to India in dealing with the Kashmiri militants: to 
divine by the Almighty only for the Jews. It is quite natural for 

apply the same solution which Israel had applied to colonize 
Pakistan to equate the alliance of these two states specifically 

the occupied territories of Gaza and the West Bank in order to 
in military terms as a dangerous equation against itself. 

change the demographic status of the Arab Palestinians.” 
Pakistan still did not recognize Israel on the religious grounds 

Peres added that, “this is to be done for assisting India in 
besides David Ben Gurizon send the request to recognize 

dealing with the situation in occupied Kashmir and Indian 
Israel soon after its establishment in 1948. 

Punjab”. 
Kashmir is another point of concern for Pakistan about Indo-

In the vague to alter the demographic composition of Indian 
Israel Nexus. Both India and Israel have unleashed violence 

Held Kashmir, the Indian Government planned to establish 
and oppression against their Muslim minorities. Today, 

residential colonies for retired Army officers and tries to 
Kashmiris and Palestinians are harassed and hounded out of 

justify their such move through the abolition of article 35-A of 
their homes and forced to live a pathetic existence. Both the 

the Indian Constitution. Abolition of such article was also the 
countries through their military might are stonewalling 

part of the manifesto of ruling party of India BJP in 2014 
international public opinion and flouting the humanitarian 

elections. The article 35-A is a safety valve to protect the 
norms.

demography of Jammu and Kashmir. It also protects the 
The exchange of the intelligence information between India, 

fundamental rights of the people of Jammu and Kashmir. It 
Israel and the U.S. has not been restricted to combat terrorism 

deals with “the status of the people in J&K as Permanent 
only. The axis also “helped India to fight against freedom 

Resident Certificate (PRC) and [guarantees that] the citizen of 
movement in Kashmir by providing important logistical 

India cannot purchase land, or can be appointed in any service 
support such as specialized surveillance equipment, 

under the State Government by direct recruitment.”
cooperation in intelligence gathering joint exercises, and 

Yaseen Malik, Kashmir's top pro-independence leader who 
cooperation to stop money laundering and terror funding.” 

has fought for independence of Kashmir since 1994 non-
India also remained the beneficiary of the “Israeli expertise to 

violently said that “Israeli-type settlements will create an 
counter the insurgent movements in Kashmir that Israel used 

atmosphere of fear and animosity in the region.” He added 
against Palestinians in West Bank.”.   

“Look at the Middle East today . . .  Edward Said once argued, 
India with the help of Israel also tries to change the 

'Separate colonies' are walls of hatred. History proved him 
demography of the Kashmir. India wants to settle Hindu 

right.”
population in Indian held Kashmir to neutralize the Muslim 

Isra Sarwar
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Curtesy: GK 

Shabbir Ahmad Shah, senior Huriyat leader also expressed about the implications of Indo-Israel alliance regarding 
their resentment regarding the creation of Soldier colonies and 

Kashmir mentioned in her article that India imported 
the settlement of retired Indian Army personnel there and said 

“advanced cutting edge weaponry from the United States and that “creating such colonies are unacceptable” for us. While 

Aasiya Andrabi, a political activist in Indian Occupied Israel in order to bring the Kashmiri resistance movement 
Kashmir and chair person of Dukhtaran-e-Millat said that “the 

under control.” 
plan of extremist Hindu organization RSS to set up a separate 

Israel also gave a diplomatic support to India over Kashmir. In colony for retired Indian troops and their families in Kashmir 

is part of dangerous games [that] India is playing in Jammu 1993, Shimon Peres said that “We support fully and 

and Kashmir to change the demographic composition of the completely the territorial integrity of India and agreed with the 
territory.” she added that “any such move will see a tough 

Shimla agreement.” In February 1994, Johanan Bein, the 
resistance from the Kashmiri people who would never allow 

Deputy Director General of the Israeli Foreign office visited Hindutva forces to succeed in their nefarious designs.”

India. He also said that “Kashmir is an integral part of India Pakistan condemned all such moves that will change the 

and any problem should be resolved bilaterally.” He further demography of Jammu and Kashmir. Pakistan's Foreign 

added that “involvement of third parties and International Office Spokeswomen Tasnim Aslam in a press briefing said 

agencies does not help the normalization process; instead it that “Any effort to establish dedicated townships or special 

stands in the way of direct talks.” zones to change the demographic makeup of the territory will 

J. N. Dixit, the former Foreign Secretary of India, shortly after be in violation of the UN resolution.” 

the establishment of diplomatic relations in 1992 said in an Besides India's aspiration for “Demographic Engineering”, it 

interview that “What have the Arabs given us, if I may ask? also sought Israel's help for intelligence cooperation in 

Did they vote for us in the Kashmir issue? Were they Kashmir. Before the establishment of diplomatic relations, 

supportive of us when we had the East Pakistan Crises some Israeli's were caught in Indian Occupied Kashmir in 

(1971)?”. About the Israeli support, J. N. Dixit wrote in his 1991 by Kashmiri Mujahiddins and Mujahiddins called them 

memoire that “despite our consistent and principled support to as Mossad agents. But the Indian and Israeli Foreign 

the Arabs cause in Palestine and despite our distance from, and Ministries denied such allegations and rescued those Israeli 

absence of diplomatic relations with Israel, that country through negotiations.  It is said that after the Shimon Peres 

remained supportive of India on issues relating to the latter's Visit in 1993, “Indian commandos are trained in counter 

territorial integrity and to Jammu and Kashmir.”insurgency and infiltration operations by Mossad” and L. K. 

Kanishk Tharoor said that in return of Indian inclination Advani, the leader of the opposition at that time in Lok Sabha, 

towards the Arab world, India did not receive any diplomatic “stressed that India should acquire necessary Israeli expertise 

favor from them regarding the Kashmir. He further wrote that to combat terrorism, especially in Kashmir.” Rajendara Singh, 

“there have been no serious attempts by the Arab World to put Joint Secretary of RSS said that “India should pursue a “hot 

pressure on Pakistan to reign in the cross border insurgency in pursuit” policy and even attack the training camps wherever 

Kashmir.” In this regard he also quoted that “India has they are. Israel has said it is prepared to help in this.”

received no worthwhile backing from the Arab countries in the Jerusalem revealed that after the Kargil crises, Israel again 

resolution of the problems it faces in its neighborhood, trained nearly 3,000 Indian soldiers for specialized anti-

especially Kashmir.” insurgency strikes, and to stop infiltration by Pakistani 

Endnotes:-terrorists into India via Kashmir region. Ayesha Alam talking 
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IHK does not raise his gun against his army. He aims a gun Kashmir: the story of against an Indian army officer that the state has deployed to 

silence the voices of freedom in the most brutal form. Kashmir hope and separations
is a priceless jewel in the crown that gives India a strategic 

strength being in watch of a neighbourhood comprising China 

in the north and east, Punjab to the south and Pakistan to the The struggle to liberate Kashmir may have become 
west and northwest. Kashmir to India is about water that flows indigenous, but the Kashmiris living in Azad Kashmir want 
from its five rivers. It is on the back of these rivers (Pakistan Pakistan to leap over the borders and unite the two parts, 
shares with India) that the threat to make Pakistan barren is considered artificially separated, by forces that could hardly 
issued time and again. Until Kashmir is reunited the pains of feel the pangs of separation. If the Indian Held Kashmir (IHK) 
separation would travel through generations as has already bleeds, so do the hearts of the Kashmiris living in AK. One 
happened. Twenty-eight years down the road, since the 1989 could see in their eyes hope for the day when they would once 
insurgency, many people crossed the line of control to save again reunite with their families. However, Kashmir is not just 
their lives leaving behind mothers, wives, daughters, and sons. about families. Kashmir is not just about two states separated 
Those who could not cross the line have either died or by different lines and boundaries. Kashmir is not just about a 
disappeared or have turned into zombies in a state controlled killing field that the Indian army has turned it into. Kashmir is 
by fear and intimidation.about dignity and self-respect. Every freedom struggle has 

had the same ember burning in the hearts of its fighters. Be it Like every darkness has a silver lining, the ominous clouds 
South Africa or Palestine. A man with a stone in his hand hanging over Kashmir sigh relief when the Intra-Kashmir buss 
facing an officer in uniform carrying a gun is a person with service crosses the friendship bridge every Monday to either 
wounded dignity who is forced to relinquish his pride that Chakoti at Azad Kashmir or to the Indian Town of Uri. Started 
grows from the womb of the motherland. A Kashmiri in the in 2005 the bus service is allowed to take those passengers 
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who have relatives living on both sides of the border. city of curfews. Back home Nusrat was at ease, at least, she 

During my visit to Line of Control at Chakoti, the interaction does not have to bear the pain of being a hostage in her own 

with the passenger confirmed many things and left many country.

questions unanswered. Omer an MBA and a resident of Santosh Bhartiya, an Indian journalist in an open letter to 

Rawalpindi had returned from Kashmir. It was his second visit Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, published in 'Rising 

to Kashmir, and in none of his stays did he find any unrest. Kashmir,' wrote that although “the land of Kashmir is with us, 

However what appalled him most was the love the Kashmiris the people of Kashmir are not with us.”

have for Pakistanis. “It was unbelievable, once they come to The world's largest democracy has failed in the face of a nation 

know that the traveller belongs to Pakistan, the Kashmiris who had been deprived of its dignity only because it has an 

would throw exceptional hospitality,” said Omer. However, embedded association with Pakistan. Every government in 

Nusrat a lecturer at Government Model College, Mir Pur Kashmir has further shrunk the collective rights of the 

Khas, who had gone to IHK to meet her ailing mother, had a Kashmiris. Kashmir, in the minds of the bureaucrats and 

different experience. “We never felt secure living in Srinagar,” leaders sitting in Delhi, is a state set on the road to insurgency 

Nusrat was married to her maternal cousin who lived in on the back of Pakistani currency or extremist ideology. The 

Pakistan. She visits her parents normally after four years. This reality though is far uglier than realised by the Indian 

tour was specially planned because of her mother's illness. She government. Today Kashmir is about crises of human rights. 

also told that it took a lot of time to get a visa. “The time span Many Kashmiris have gone blind, and swathes of Kashmir's 

becomes agonising when someone as special as your mother is suburbs have been turned into graveyards. The demographics 

sick.” Kashmir and separation are perhaps synonym to one of the IHK are being changed artificially by increasing the 

another. Every family in Srinagar, and in the valley has Hindu population. The cry of discrimination against Kashmiri 

experienced separation. Abduction, killing, disappearance people is loud and clear, bu t for the inte rnational 

and illegal detention have left its ominous footprint in nearly establishment, terrorism has a select definition. However, 

every home. One could see in Nusrat's eyes the pain, and the definition or no definition, Kashmir's struggle for freedom 

pleasure of being separated from her loved one. Paradoxical it may not be tainted, by putting it in the terrorism box. It will 

may sound. But that is what the reality is. The presence of six rise! A man with a stone in his hand facing an officer in 

million army officers, and as many police cadre, and with each uniform carrying a gun is a person with wounded dignity who 

part of Kashmir on India's intelligence radar, life is just as is forced to relinquish his pride that grows from the womb of 

much of freedom as is allowed in a state that has been called a the motherland.
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minority leaders from communal parties and National Jammu massacre: an 
Conference. “We met at Maharaja's palace. I was in the 

eyewitness recalls meeting as a representative of students.” Bhasin says that there 

Umar Shah were some prominent names like Trilok Chand Dutt, Girdhari 

Bloodbath are not alien to Kashmir perturbed past- they are Lal Dogra and Om Saraf. Mahajan told us that power was 

the inseparable part of it. One such scene of carnage of being transferred to the people of J&K and that Hindus and 

Sikhs should demand parity. 

Om Saraf replied to him saying 

how parity could be demanded 

when there was so much 

difference in the Hindu and 

Muslim population. Mahajan 

pointed at a forest area down 

the Maharaja palace, where 

some Gujjars had been killed 

recently, and said population 

can also change. According to 

him when Jammu city was 

placed under curfew, Muslims 

were not allowed to come out 

of their houses while Hindus 

were moving freely. Convoys 

of RSS men used to start from 
innocents was witnessed in the same year when India got 

the Praja Parishad chief Prem Nath Dogra's House in Kacchi 
independence from British is the Massacre of Jammu that took 

Chawni. They were armed and moving freely from lane to 
place on November 6, 1947. This day, every year, is observed 

lane, massacring people. “The then Governor of Jammu, Chet 
as a black day in Kashmir for on that fateful day Muslims in 

Ram Chopra called me and told me if I were not his relative, he 
hundreds of thousands were killed with an attempt to change 

would have got me arrested. He told me to stop talking of 
state's demography. Join us on Facebook here Ved Bhasin, a 

communal amity,” Bhasin said. However, Bhasin says that 
veteran journalist who has been the witness to several turning 

there was communal amenity in Kashmir at the time when 
points in the politics of Jammu and Kashmir, and started 

Muslims in Jammu were being massacred. “Not a single 
Kashmir Times in 1954 and remained its editor for more than 

Hindu (Kashmiri Pandit) was touched despite they being a 
four decades. In one of his interviews to Rising Kashmir 

microscopic minority.” What happened on Nov 6, 1947 Lakhs 
before his demise, he narrated that the riots at that time were 

of Muslims in Jammu on November 06, 1947 while migrating 
organised and planned by the rulers with the support of RSS 

to the newly formed state Pakistan were attacked and the 
and other organisations. He said in the interview that during 

carnage carried by the extremist groups killed around 3 lakh 
riots, Maharaja's Prime Minister Mir Chand Mahajan invited 

people including women and children. British daily The 



12

Courtesy: RK

 London Times quoting its special correspondent in India and assured that the violators will be punished,” Qureshi 

stated that the Maharaja, under his own supervision, got recalled. According to him the ceasefire continued for seven 

assassinated 2, 37,000 Muslims, using military forces in the days but the situation remained tense. On 5 November 

Jammu area. The editor of Statesman, Ian Stephen, in his book Muslims were asked to assemble in the police lines Jammu. “I 

Horned Moon writes that till the end of autumn 1947, more remember about 26 trucks and buses were present in the police 

than 200,000 Muslims were murdered in one go. Horace grounds. People were ordered to board the vehicles so that 

Alexander wrote in the Spectator (16 January 1948) that the they could be driven to Pakistan via Sialkot border. The Dogra 

killings had “the tacit consent of State authority” and he puts officials circulated a rumor that these vehicles have reached 

the figure at 2, 00,000. One of the eye witnesses to this Pakistan. We had absolutely no idea that they were butchered 

incident, Abdul Qayum Qureshi,  recalled that there was a big in the Kuthwa and Samba forests.” Qureshi says that on 6 

ground where refugees were camping. Volunteers were November a caravan of refuges in buses and trucks was driven 

guarding them, but everybody lived in a state of fear. The towards the border area. “I was also part of this caravan. But 

extremists and Dogra soldiers had besieged the area but they after half an hour drive the entire caravan was turned towards 

did not dare to enter inside. Muslim volunteers led by a former Bisna. Around 11 AM all of us, about 6000, were dragged out 

army official Captain Naseer-u-din defended the camp of the buses. Then they fired at us indiscriminately. The 

bravely. “Meanwhile a fresh group of refugees arrived but the bloodbath continued for nearly three hours; like other people I 

ground was full so they were accommodated in an empty took refuge in a canal,” he said. Qureshi recalls that people hid 

Haveli (a mansion). But the killers had taken positions in a under thorny bushes and wherever they could. At 3 PM the 

trench close to the Haveli. And when people entered the Dogra officials asked the survivors to come out hiding so that 

Haveli premises, the killers started indiscriminate firing, but they could be driven to safe places. “Having no alternative we 

the Muslim volunteers fought back. Then a Dogra official, came out, and fortunately on the directives of Sheikh 

Chetan Chopra, arrived with the message that he wanted to Muhammad Abdullah we were later shifted to a refugee camp 

talk to Captain Naseer-ud-din. Around 4 PM Captain Naseer in Jammu. Only 250 had survived. My father was in the Valley 

returned saying the administration has announced a ceasefire and my two brothers were in Mirpur,” he said.
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time occupied a major part of the state. In another act of Bloodied Rivers of butchery, a large gathering of 25000 Muslims, in Miran 

Sahib and Ranbir Singhpora, were machine-gunned. Kashmir During migration to Pakistan in 1947, nearly 300,000 

people were massacred in cold British daily "the Jammu Massacre 1947
London Times" wrote on October 10, 1947 in a report 

In 1947, Muslims were in a 61 per cent majority in the from its special correspondent in India that the 
Jammu province. Horace Alexander wrote in the Maharaja, under his own supervision, got assassinated 
Spectator (January 16, 1948) that the killings had “the 237,000 Muslims, using military forces in Jammu area. 
tacit consent of State authority” and put the figure at The editor of "Statesman" Ian Stephen, in his book 
200,000. On August 10, 1948, The Times (London) "Horned Moon" wrote that till the end of autumn 1947, 
published a report by “A Special Correspondent”, an more than 200,000 Muslims were assassinated.
Indian Civil Service official who had served in the 

The 1947 carnage left several Muslim majority State. He wrote: “2,37,000 Muslims were 
populated villages in Jammu district alone totally systematically exterminated  unless they escaped to 
Hindu or Sikh populated. In Jammu district alone, Pakistan along the border  by all the forces of the Dogra 
which is a part of the larger Jammu province, Muslims State, headed by the Maharaja in person and aided by 
numbered 158,630 and comprised 37 per cent of the Hindus and Sikhs. This happened in October 1947, five 
total population of 428,719 in the year 1941. In the year days before the first Pathan invasion and nine days 
1961, Muslims numbered only 51,693 and comprised before the Maharaja's accession to India.” India was, 
only 10 per cent of the total population of 516,932. The therefore, not responsible one bit. Hari Singh was, 
decrease in the number of Muslims in Jammu district personally. Between 1941 and 1961, the Muslim 
alone was over 100,000. That there was a design to population of Jammu fell from 61 per cent to 38 per 
change the demographics is demonstrated by another cent. Sheikh Abdullah wrote: “There was enacted in 
incident. Prime Minister of Jammu and Kashmir, Mehr every village and town through which he [Hari Singh] 
Chand Mahajan told a delegation of Hindus who met passed an orgy of arson and loot and murder of 
him in the palace when he arrived in Jammu that now Muslims. In Jammu the killing of Muslims all over the 
when the power was being transferred to the people province continued unabated for weeks under his very 
they should better demand parity. When one of them nose. In an article entitled “Being Muslim in Jammu”, 
associated with the National Conference asked how Zafar Chaudhary writes: “There was hardly any family 
they could demand parity when there was so much in the region which escaped” it. Those “events 
difference in population ratio. Pointing to the Ramnagar permanently changed the way the Muslims of Jammu 
natural reserve below, where some bodies of Muslims would live or think” (Economic & Political Weekly; 
were still lying, he said, "the population ratio too can August 23, 2008). Some decided to make peace with the 
change.”BJP agitators. The BJP's State president, Ashok 
According to official records of the United Nations Khajuria, said at a press conference on July 26: 
Security Council, Meeting No. 534, March 6, 1951: “Muslims vacate your houses... I am warning you… 
"Shortly after the terrible slaughters in India, which else, Jammu people are ready to throw you out.” On 
accompanied Partition, the Maharaja set upon a course November 5 and 6, 1947, more than 100 lories, loaded 
of action whereby, in the words of the special with women, children and old men were taken into the 
correspondent of The Times of London published in its wilderness of Kuthua forests. Hindu extremists and 
issue of 10 October 1948, "in the remaining Dogra area, armed gangs were let loose on these innocent people 
237,000 Muslims were systematically exterminated, and an unparallel butchery was perpetrated, killing 
unless they escaped to Pakistan along the border, by all thousands of them. Women were raped, molested and 
the forces of the Dogra State headed by the Maharaja in their valuables looted. All these bloodsheds were taking 
person and aided by Hindus and Sikhs".”place in full view of the Indian army, which had by that 
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Kashmir  the paradise on earth- is located in the heart of 

Central Asia surrounded by Pakistan, Afghanistan, China and 

India. Situated amongst the loftiest kilometers. The northern 

parts of Kashmir comprising Laddakh, Astore, and Gilgit are 

164,605 sq kilometers. The beauty of Kashmir Valley is 

proverbial. It is surrounded by high mountains, thick forest, 

meadows and streams. A traveler entering the Valley at 

Baramula discerns a change that he can feel but cannot 

determine as to what it is. The air is different, the sounds and 

smell are different. And then gradually it starts dawning on 

him that the atmosphere is dust-free. Fresh cold air is laden 

with moisture.

AN OBNOXIOUS DEAL

Historically speaking Kashmir had been ruled by the Muslims 

thfrom 14  century onwards. The Muslim rule continued till 

thearly 19  century when in 1819 Ranjit Singh, the Sikh ruler of 

the Punjab, conquered it from the Afghans. Subsequently, the 

League of Nations take, this sad gloomy rhime; Each fill, each acknowledged Gulab Singh, a Dogra Rajput who had entered 

garden, each farmer to they sold, A nation for a price that his service as Raja of Jammu. Gulab Singh in turn expanded 

makes may blood ice could.”his rule over all parts of Kashmir except the Valley which he 

The year 1931 is quite significant. A series of incidents purchased from the British in 1846 for a sum of 7.5 million 

rupees. As an acknowledgment of the British paramountcy, he 

also agreed to pay a nominal yearly tribute. It was not the sale 

of real estate but everything animate or inanimate was sold by 

the British for a sum of 7,500,000 Nanakshi Rupees. The 

borders were not well defined. Therefore, the Maharaja kept 

adding territories to his state and generally the British kept 

themselves aloof accepting internal autonomy of the Dogras occurred one after the other providing a source of concern to 

in Kashmir. It was during and after World War I that various Muslims. On Eid Day when during 'Khutba' (sermon to the 

threats to the British Indian Empire developed, forcing them to congregation) on 29 April 1931 in Jammu city the story of 

take note of overall security arrangements. Moses and Pharaoh from the Quran was quoted to bring out 

MUSLIM AWAKENING the cruelty and oppression suffered by followers of Moses. 

Referring to the sad incident of 70 sale of Kashmir to Gulab Babu Khem Chand, a sub-inspector interrupted the Khutba 

Sing on 16 March 1846. Allama Sir Mohammad Iqbal, the alleging that the story was an indirect attack on the Maharaja. 

famous poet of undivided India; the son of Kashmir; on the eve This was resented by the congregation. As this news travelled 

of inauguration of League of Nations said, in other parts of the state a chain of ill- feelings and resentment 

“ 'O' Breeze; if thou doest pass by Geneva sometime, To the against authorities ensured.  

THE BIRTH OF AZAD JAMMU AND KASHMIR

PARADISE ON EARTH
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On 4 June 1931 while reciting a part of the Quran (Pan Sura), Muslim Conference' 
police constable Fazal Dad was accosted by Head Warder of 

and its first session was 
Jammu Central Jail for being late to attend to his duties. The 

thheld in Srinagar on 13 , constable quietly put away the sacred book under his pillow 
th thand rolled his bedding. Baba Ram Sub- Inspector who was 14  and 15  October 

accompanying the Head Warder kicked the bedding. The 
1932. Sheikh Abdullah 

Muslim Head Constable protested that this was deliberate 
was elected President desecration of the Holy Book “QURAN”. The news spread 

like wildfire and aroused the religious sentiments of the and Ch. Ghulam Abbas 
Muslims. There were protests and rallies all over the state. 

General Secretary. The 
Posters printed in Punjab were smuggled into Kashmir. It was 

First session witnessed during this upheaval, when a personal employee of a British 

Officer Major Butt of Yorkshire Regiment, Abdul Qadeer a get- together between all delegates from all parts of the state 

Khan from Amroha UP, addressed and incited the crowd for the first time in the history of Kashmir. In course of a short 
further against state administration quoting these incidents. 

time the Conference became a powerful political party, Next day Abdul Qadeer was also had to be shifted to the 

became bold enough to issue an ultimatum to the Maharaja for premises of Central Jail Srinagar. The Muslim crowd started 

gathering outside the jail daily to protest against this trial in the earliest introduction of Reforms. The Maharaja announced 
camera expressing their apprehension of bais against a 

elections to the Kashmir Assembly to be called; 'Praja Sabha'. 
Muslim by the Hindu Session Judge Pandit Kishan Lal 

The Praja Sabha was to consist of 75 member of whom 35 Kitchlu. 

were to be nominated by the Maharaja and only 40 to be TURNING POINT OF THE HISTORY

elected by the people. In spite of the overall majority of 78 On the fateful day of 13 July 1931, the Muslims again gathered 

percent in the Jammu and Kashmir State Muslims were given outside the Central Jail. They were agitated but their leaders 

only 21 seats. In  1938 elections were held, the Muslim ensured that they would remain peaceful. The crowd had 

Conference captured all the 21 Muslim seats. earlier once tried to forcibly enter the Jail. It was mid day when 

NATIONAL CONFERENCEthey were lining up for prayers that five persons were arrested. 

It was during the sixth session of the Muslim Conference on This action was unwarranted. The provoked crowd charged 
ththe 6  March, 1938 Sheikh Abdullah observed in his the gate to force entry and due to police firing seventeen 

Presidential address that time has come when it has become persons died on the spot; forty received injuries. This was the 

necessary to admit Non-Muslims also to make the turning point of the history of the people of Kashmir. Some 

organization a truly representative party of all the people of the cord inside the psyche of Kashmiris snapped. The indomitable 

State- Muslim, Hindu, Sikh and Budhist to put up a joint front will dormant for long took over. According to Mr. Wakefield 

to secure their rights. Accordingly, a resolution was passed to the dead and the injured received bullet wounds in the chest or 

rename the Muslim Conference as 'The National Conference'. front side of their bodies. Kashmir have ever-since never 
thThe first session of the National Conference was held on 10  stepped back and are till today receiving the bullets of the 

stJune, 1939. On 1  October, 1939 a resolution was passed oppressors on their chests.   

approving the stand of the National Congress. On this ALL JAMMU AND KASHMIR MUSLIM 

occasion Sheikh Abdullah praised the National Congress and CONFERENCE

condemned the All India Muslim league. The worst fears of The Muslims of Kashmir formed their first political party on 

th Ch. Ghulam Abbas and his friends came true; Abdullah started 15  October, 1932 and named it; 'The All Jammu and Kashmir 
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with their welfare, but I regret that although Sheikh Abdullah 

and his party and the Muslim Conference discussed matters 

with me in Delhi and in Lahore before my arrival here, and 

were. Good enough to accord me a great reception, and were 

anxious that I should hear both sides and bring about a 

settlement, which I, after careful consideration, suggested that 

Muslims should organize themselves under one flag and one 

platform, not only my advice was not acceptable to Sheikh 

Abbdullah but, as is his habit, which has become second 

nature with him. He indulged in all sorts of a language of a 

most offensive and vituperative character in attacking me. My 

advice to Muslims is that differences can only be resolved by 

arguments, and not by 'goondaism'. My advice to the two 

parties is to 'Unite around one platform, one organization and  slipping and the Muslim Conference decided to revive and 
ndreorganize. During its 2  session in December, 1939 one banner.”

demanding that 'Hindustani, in both Devnagri and Persian 
MUSLIM CONFERENCE PASSES RESOLUTION ON 

scripts should be prescribed as one of the elective subjects in 
19 JULY 1947the Kashmir Civil Service competitive examinations'. This 

was taken by the Muslims as a measure to sabotage Urdu, the “…..The Convention of the Muslim Conference has arrived at 

official and Court Language. Thus came the final break. the conclusion that keeping in view the geographical 

QUAID-E-AZAM MOHAMMED ALI JINNAH VISITS conditions, 80 percent Muslim majority out of the total 

KASHMIR population, the passage of the important river of the Punjab 

On an invitation by the leaders of the 'Muslim Conference' and through the State, the Language, cultural and racial, economic 

'National Conference' to arbitrate on their differences connections of the people and the proximity of the borders of 

the State with Pakistan are all facts which make it necessary 

that the Jammu and Kashmir State should accede to Pakistan 

Constituent Assembly:”

POONCH UPRISING

Poonch Jagir, covering an area of 1,627Sq miles, adjoining the 

Muslim-majority provinces of the N.W Frontier and the 

Punjab, had a population of 421,828 out of which the Muslims 

comprised the largest majority of 90.37 percent, numbering 

382,722. They are a war-like people and had contributed Mohammed Ali Jinnah visited Kashmir on a leaders. Ch. 

60,000 men in the first and second great wars-war veterans Ghulam Abbas and Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah at Delhi and 

alive during the crucial year of 1947. All of them were loyal to Srinager. Addressing a Meeting held in his honour by the 

the Maharaja and they had demonstrated their loyalty in April, 'Muslim Conference' he said:-

1947 on the occasion of the Maharaja's visit to Rawalkot in the “As regards the Muslims, as I said, we are vitally concerned 
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 ceremonial uniform of his first visit to Poonch. It was a gala and men revolted on the night of 21/22 October killed the 
day for the reception of the Maharaja 40,000 war veterans in 

Hindu-Dogra officers and men, captured the armoury and 
their uniform, displaying their decorations-medals and stripes 

threw open the road and dashed along right bank of the Jhelum won for gallantry were gathered and the surrounding hills 

illuminated with fireworks in honour of the Maharaja's visit, towards Kohala on the main Rawalpindi  Srinagar motorable 
to give him a rousing reception”… “ On the appointed day 

road and captured the Kishanganga river Bridge in tact 
when the Maharaja reached Rawalkot in his jeep he was 

(renamed Neelam river bridge) on the Abbottabad  Srinagar stunned on seeing a surging sea of about 40,000 uniformed 

and trained soldiers waiting for him. According to a report, road was captured in tact and Muzaffarabad fell in the morning 
some members of the tiny Hindu Sikh minority in the ndof 22  October, 1947. Most of the members of the Dogra army 
Rawalkot area had already poisoned his ears by telling him 

guarding the bridge were killed. The armoury was taken over that the Muslims wanted to make a show of strength rather 

than of loyalty. A separate group of 50 or 60 odd Dogra and the Dogra adjutant who came to collect arms was shot 

soldiers were standing in line to greet the ruler. To the surprise dead. A column of the Liberation Army dashed towards 
and dismay of the 40,000 Muslim ex-soldiers other Muslim 

Kohala upstream, swam across the Jhelum, reached the notables gathered to greet him hence, in the afternoon, in the 

otherside out of sight of the Dogra army pickets, then over small dak bungalow of Rawalkot where the Maharaja was 

staying, Colonel Khan waited on him. To allay his powered the Dogra picket and captured the Kohala bridge in 
apprehensions, he emphasized that these simple soldiers had 

tact. The Battalion Headquarters Domel, situated at the 
come from different places in their thousands to pay respects 

confluence of the Jhelum and Neelam rivers, was also to their Chief, and anything else was farthest from their 

thoughts. Simultaneously, Col Khan advised the Muslims captured killing the Commander Lt. Col Narain Singh. By 
living in the hills, surrounding Rawalkot, to light bonfires in ndmidnight of 22  October, 1947 the entire Muzaffarabad area 
the evening to serve as illumination as a mark of their welcome 

was flushed out of the remnants of the Dogra forces. The to the Maharaja.”

inventory of the Arms and ammunition Rifles, LMGs MGs, The Sate forces comprised of 10 Battalions of which only two 

ammunition  was impressive. The surviving soldiers of the (4 J& K and 6 J&K) were mixed-half-Muslim and half-Dogra- 

Dogra Battalion fled towards Srinagar killing Muslims on the while the rest were entirely composed of Hindus/Dogra/ 

way. Now they were 10 miles beyond Muzaffarabad. At this Sikhs/Gorkhas. 

Point they encountered the Dogra army which was wiped out “On his return to Srinagar, the Maharaja lost no time in raising 

but while they were fleeing they destroyed one vital bridge additional forces, organizing a New Poonch Brigade and 

ahead of Uri towards Srinagar. Soon, a diversion was deploying them in all important sectors of Sudhanati and Bagh 

improvised and they were again on the road. They had no tehsils. “There was a tax on every wife. Finally, the Zaildari 

transport. The Dogra army had now taken positions in the tax was introduced to pay for the cost of taxation, and Dorgra 

hydroelectric power station at MAHURA under the command Hindu troops were billeted on the Muslim Poonchis to enforce 

of Brgadier Rajender Singh, Chief of Staff of the Dogra Army collection.” These were discriminatory taxes imposed on 

who offered stiff opposition. The Mahura power station was Muslims only and abominable.

damaged and went out of commission plunging Srinagar, 58 MUSLIM OFFICERS AND MEN OF 4 J&K REBEL 

ND miles away, into darkness at about 8 in the evening. Precisely ON 22  OCTOBER, 1947
that that time on the 24 , the Maharaja was holding a Durbar on The Dogra Army Battalion J&K was a mixed Battalion 

the occasion of Dusehra, receiving homage and Nazianas. On comprising half- Muslim and Half-Dogra/ Sikh personnel 
ththe 25  the Liberation army reached Baramula along with the guarding the Barkot and Lohagali posts. The Muslim officers 
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Curtesy: GK 

nd tribals who had entered the State on the 22  October, 1947. Ghulam Abbas, 
The Dogra administrative structure had virtually collapsed. 

the President of 
Srinagar was now only 35 miles away. The Maharaja fled from 

th t h e  M u s l i m  Srinagar on the 25  October, 1947 late in the night.

Conference was DECLARATION OF PROVISINAL GOVERNMENT

in Jail. Those “The Provisional Azad Government, which the people of 

were the most Jammu and Kashmir have set up a few weeks ago with the 

crucial times in object of ending intoler-able Dogra tyrannies and securing to 

the history of the people of the state, including Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs, 

the State where the right of free self-Government has now established its rule 

Muslims were over a major portion of the State territory and hopes to liberate 

facing annihilation. Muslims were now fighting a battle of the remaining pockets of Dogra rule very soon. In view of 

survival and engaged in Jihad. Jihad is the Roll Call of honour these circumstances it has been reconstituted with Mr. 

which is obligatory for every Muslim. Muslims participate in Ibrahim, Bar-at-Law of Poonch as its provisional head, and its 

Jihad not for fame and fortune but out of their total headquarters have been moved to plandari in poonch.  “The 

commitment to faith for the honour and defence of the Umma new Government represents the united will of the Jammu and 

(the spiritual concept that all the Muslims of the world are one Kashmir State to be free long suppressed and oppressed the 

unified body). The call for Jihad reverberated throughout the people.”……………..

tribal area and one should not be surprised if they answered the “ The united will of the people has, however, overcome the 

call with the customary passion. organized violence of the Ruler's armies. He and his so called 

The President elect, Sardar Mohammed Ibrahim Khan formed Prime Minister have fled from Kashmir and will perhaps soon 

a Cabinet of six eminent Kashmiris:-flee form Jammu as well. 

1.Syed Ahmed Ali Shah; “The Provisional Government, which is assuming the 

A retired officer of the J&K Army was given Defence.administration on the State is most include Muslims as well as 

2.Mir Waiz Mohammed Yusuf Shah; non-Muslims in the provisional Cabinet which will serve the 

Education.people, the temporary purpose of restoring law and order in 

3.Khwaja Sanaullah; the State and enable the people to elect by their free vote a 

Civil Supplies & Development. popular legislature and a popular Government. 

4.Khawaja Ghulam Din Wani;AZAD KASHMIR GOVERNMENT 
TH  Law.INAUGURATED ON, 24  OCTOBER, 1947:

th 5.Ch. Abdullah Bhalili; Government of Azad Kashmir was inaugurated on the 24  

Revenue.October and Sardar Mohammad Ibrahim Khan was elected 

6.Pir Ziauddin; President. He was considered most suitable. Firstly, he was 

Education.highly educated, with a Degree in Law from the London 

Mr. A.H. SuharwardyAsstt. Secretary (is a brilliant writer and University, had extensive experience in the State service, was 

author of 'Tragedy in Kashmir' who had been an active and an elected member of the State Legislature and had the form 

dedicated member of the Muslim Conference. backing of the Kashmir Muslim Conference. Chaudhury 
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(January 1947 to January 01, 1948)

By: Raja Muhamamd Sajjad Khan
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Jan 1989 to Sep 30, 2017 
Total Killings * 94,826 
Custodial Killings 7,098 
Civilians Arrested 142,437 
Structures Arsoned/Destroyed 108,362 
Women Widowed 22,858 
Children Orphaned 107,665 
Women gang-raped / Molested 11,017 

Sep 2017 
Total Killings * 22 
Custodial Killings 1 
Tortured/Critically Injured 192 
Civilians Arrested 143 
Structures Arsoned/Destroyed 52 
Disappeared 1 
Women Widowed 4 
Children Orphaned 9 
Women gang-raped / Molested 0 
Compiled by : Kashmir Media  
 

Human violations in IOK
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J&K seeks attention' posters appear in Geneva and Kashmir to determine their own destiny through a UN-

Observer Report supervised plebiscite. 

Geneva: Posters demanding freedom for Jammu and Kashmir Beijing calls for talks on Kashmir
and Indian states Tripura, Nagaland, and Manipur have BEIJING: China on Friday hoped that Pakistan and India 

appeared on metro buses and trams in Geneva while the 36th could properly handle the longstanding Kashmir issue by 

session of the United Nations Human Rights Council is enhancing dialogue and communication. “Kashmir is a 

underway in the city. Earlier in September, Ambassador leftover issue of history. China hopes that India and Pakistan 

Farukh Amil, the permanent representative of Pakistan to the can increase dialogue and communication, and properly 

UN had written to the Swiss authorities to bring attention to handle the relevant issue,” Chinese Foreign Ministry 

“Free Balochistan” posters that had cropped up in the area Spokesperson Lu Kang said while responding to a question 

around Rue de Ferney of Grand Saconnex in Geneva. In his regarding the OIC Contact Group on Jammu and Kashmir's 

letter, Ambassador Amil had demanded that the Swiss reaffirmation of solidarity with Kashmiris.

authorities take action against the posters after reports of their India is the mother of terrorism in South Asia, 
sighting. Ambassador-designate of Switzerland, Thomas Pakistan tells world leaders
Kelly, was also summoned to the Foreign Office by Additional By Niha Dagia

Secretary (Europe) Zaheer A. Janjua to lodge a protest against India is the mother of terrorism in South Asia, the Pakistan's 

the display of “anti-Pakistan posters and an insidious paid permanent ambassador to the United Nations told world 

campaign against Pakistan”,  n FO handout read. On Sept 21, leaders, highlighting the Modi government's continued 

the Senate agreed to suspend till further notice the workings of ceaseifire violations and fuelling insurgency in the country. 

a Pak-Switzerland Friendship Group in reaction to the Maleeha Lodhi remarked in response to the terrorism 

appearance of “Free Balochistan” posters in Geneva. Senate allegations made by India against Pakistan at the 72nd United 

Chairman Raza Rabbani claimed that the posters were an Nations General Assembly (UNGA) session in New York on 

attack on Pakistan's sovereignty and demanded to know from Saturday. Lodhi said Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj's 

Law Minister Zahid Hamid why the posters continue to be comment betrayed the hostility New Delhi had against 

displayed in Switzerland even though Pakis tan had Islamabad. “Hostility that Pakistan endured for 70 long 

summoned the Swiss ambassador and recorded its protest. years,” she said, adding, “Repeating falsehood a year after 

“According to the United Nations' Charter, no country can year cannot conceal the truth.” She added: “India has 

allow its soil to be used against another state,” Rabbani had considerable experience in state sponsorship of terrorism in 

stated. Senators had insisted on expelling the Swiss our region. It has sponsored and perpetrated terrorism and 

ambassador from the country, echoing Rabbani's demand aggression against all its neighbours.” Referring to the India's 

from a day earlier. Pakistan and India's longstanding dispute premier spy  agency RAW-sponsored  insurge ncy in 

regarding the Jammu and Kashmir territory was hotly debated Balochistan and rest of the region, the envoy told the UNGA 

during last week's UN General Assembly session. On Sept 23, session: “Creat ing terror ist groups, destabilising and 

India's External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj took a swipe blockading neighbours to do its strategic bidding. And 

at Pakistan, telling the UN General Assembly that Islamabad sponsoring subversion, sabotage and terrorism in various 

had given the world “terrorists” while India was producing parts of Pakistan.” All this establishes that India is the mother 

top-notch doctors and engineers. In her diatribe, she had said, of terrorism in this region, she maintained. Lodhi observed 

“Pakistan is recognised only as the pre-eminent export factory that New Delhi was using terrorism as a state policy and Indian 

for terror.” Responding to the charges levelled by Swaraj spy Kulbhushan Jhadav had already confessed that his country 

Pakistan's Permanent Representative to the United Nations supported terrorist activities in Pakistan. During the second 

Maleeha Lodhi had said that India was using terrorism as a right of reply, the ambassador stressed that the Indian foreign 

state policy. “Her comments towards my country betray the minister spoke about human rights but used forced in Indian-

hostility that the Indian leadership has towards Pakistan the occupied Kashmir. “Let me ask who is using pellet guns that 

hostility we have endured for 70 years,” Ambassador Lodhi are blinding unarmed protesters including children in IoK? 

had told the assembly. The Pakistani diplomat had said that Who is violating fundamental human rights? Who is using 

India's military occupation of the State was illegal as the UN rape as an instrument of terror, an instrument of state policy?” 

Security Council had, in over a dozen resolutions, decided that questioned Lodhi. Highlighting 'war crimes' in occupied 

the dispute must be resolved by enabling the people of Jammu Kashmir, Islamabad called on the international community to 
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 investigate human rights violations, end the impunity enjoyed stablity and development of South Asia was connected with 

by the Indian security forces and lift the draconian emergency resolution of Kashmir dispute. The Hurriyat Executive 

laws in the disputed territory. She urged the UN to punish Council also condemned arrest of Hurriyat chief spokesperson 

those responsible for the ongoing genocide in IoK. Despite Ghulam Ahmad Gulzan, warning that even the worst kind of 

Indian aggression, Lodhi made it clear that Islamabad was oppression will not break the resolve of Kashmiris.

open to dialogue to resolve all issues. International media conference (IMC) declares 
PM urges UN Secretary General to appoint a formation of IMC working group of journalists, 
special envoy on Kashmir academics and jurists
Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi on Thursday urged the London: The international Media Conference (IMC) was held 

UN Secretary General to appoint a special envoy on Kashmir under the auspices of International Commission for Human 

as India had closed all doors on any dialogue. The PM said this Rights (ICHR) and South Asia Centre for Peace and Human 

while handing over a dossier, documenting India's human Rights (SACFPHR) in London. The title of the conference 

rights violations in Indian Occupied Kashmir, to UN Secretary was  "Exposure of Conflict Areas of the World with Particular 

General Antonio Guterres. During the meeting, the PM said Reference to Kashmir". The conference coincided with the 

“There is a need to appoint a special envoy on Kashmir, as International Day for Peace, the United Nations General 

India has closed all doors on any dialogue.” Abbasi also Assembly session at New York and the 36th Session of the 

briefed the UN Secretary General about ceasefire violations United Nations Human Rights Council at Geneva. The IMC 

by Indian security forces along the Line of Control, saying began with a video presentation titled “Kashmir - Media 

“There have been around 600 violations this year alone.” He Missing EXPOSURE”. It reflected the existing impasse in 

also pointed that today also four Pakistanis have been understanding the seriousness of the Kashmir issue and the 

martyred by Indian firing. Abbasi and Guterres also discussed media neglect. The conference was spread over four panel 

the situation in Afghanistan and agreed on the need for a discussions with an opening and closing plenaries. The 

negotiated settlement to bring lasting peace in Afghanistan.  opening plenary was chaired by Barrister A. Majid Tramboo 

The PM also called for the expansion of UNMOGIP. The UN and in his opening remarks he stressed the need upon the 

Secretary General told the premier that Pakistan was very dear conference panelists and participants to highlight the elements 

to his heart and said he had visited the country many times. that would bring the Kashmir issue including the gross human 

The UN Secretary General said, “I myself have witnessed rights atrocities being perpetrated there to huge limelight by 

Pakistan's counter-terrorism operations and I am great admirer the international media (including the western media). He 

of Pakistan's efforts in this regard.” He added that he was also a introduced the slogan of the conference - Self Determination 

great admirer of Pakistan's democratic consolidation.  He also is Democracy - Democracy is Self Determination. The guest 

conveyed the gratitude of the United Nations for Pakistan in speaker in the opening plenary was Chris Leslie MP 

its peacekeeping efforts. [Chairman, All Parties Parliamentarians Group on Kashmir 

Result-oriented talks not possible in present (APPG), House of Commons, the British Parliament]. In his 

situation: APHC inaugural speech he declared that the APPG on Kashmir has 

ISLAMABAD: The All Parties Hurriyat Conference said decided to visit Srinagar and Muzaffarabad in the upcoming 

result-oriented talks are not possible in the current situation in spring. He declared that day to day developments and human 

Indian-held Kashmir, KMS reported on Sunday. In an rights concerns will be monitored and reflected on the 

executive meeting of the APHC in Srinagar, the leaders said webpage of the APPG.  He stressed for a unified focus by 

they were not against dialogue while stressing that workable Kashmiri diaspora to highlight this left behind legacy. Media, 

situation was imperative in resolving the conflict. The he commented, has to play a vital role in transforming the 

executive members said India was morally-bound to create mind constructs. In his concluding remarks to the opening 

conducive situation to resolve the dispute. “There is no let-up plenary, Prof Nazir A. Shawl articulated media to play a fair 

in suppression and oppression, abated arrests of youth and role in projecting the Kashmir conflict with specific reference 

leadership, prolong detention, character assassination through to the ongoing human rights utter violations in the occupied 

Indian media and Indian National Investigation Agency.” In territory of Jammu & Kashmir. The theme discussed in the 

his presidential address, Syed Ali Geelani reiterated the APHC morning session was: WHAT MECHANISM OUGHT TO BE 

“not averse to negotiations, however, we believe that only UNDERTAKEN TO HIGHLIGHT UNDER REPORTED OR 

tripartite talks can prove conclusive.” He observed that peace, UNREPORTED CONFLICTS AROUND THE GLOBE 
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 WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO JAMMU AND should be access to media in conflict zones and report 

KASHMIR? This session was chaired by Victoria Schofield situations as those happen objectively, Alaa Bayoumi (News 

(Author, Historian and Journalist) who in her opening Editor - Al Jazeera, UK) declared that media should cover 

statement said that vested interests play a role in media conflicts particularly where the struggle is for democracy so 

reporting; Kashmir may have become a complex issue but it is that, at the end of the day, democracy is not undermined, Tahir 

for media to create narratives; one must go to the ground Aziz (South Asia Programme Direc tor, Conci liati on 

which is fundamental to the distribution of genuine Resources) highlighted that it is paramount for Kashmiri 

information; She followed the discussion by having an people to demonstrate conciliatory approaches to get 

interactive dialogue with George Carey (Documentary Film stakeholders involved in building peace and resolution and 

Maker and a famous former BBC stalwart presenter) who said this will get media attention as simply media reporting is not 

that access to conflict areas is the biggest problem and that enough to get the problem solved as it is evident from other 

makes it harder to verify citizen journalism; sharing his heavily reported conflicts, he insisted that Kashmiri activists 

experience he believes that it is “bits and pieces” in conflict should get local stories from local people with their 

zones that makes news and that is what local media should perspectives which could provide a different input in the 

explode, Robert Gallimore (Researcher, Documentary Film media cycle and Kelvin Hopkins MP, (House of Commons, 

Maker and Journalist) emphasized three factors in media British Parliament) re-iterated his support to the Kashmir 

reporting; one, there has to be a clear villain and injustice, two, cause and stated that media may not interfere in political 

there is need for a tangible solution which should be clearly decision making but it can objectively shape the desired 

articulated and three, a simple and perpetual narrative, and direction towards resolution of the conflict and as Kashmiris 

Murtaza Ali Shah (Bureau chief - Jang and Geo group UK and struggle is for democracy they deserve media support. The 

Europe) stated that media has a role to give the correct post lunch panel discussion was chaired by Martin Weightman 

narrative to the world; he stressed the need not to project the (Director, All faiths Network). This panel discussed: HOW 

Kashmir conflict through the prism of Islamisation. The IMC CAN INTERNATIONAL MEDIA ENGAGE NATIONAL 

was addressed from Palais des Nations, Geneva by Dr Alfred MEDIA IN CONFLICT ZONES WHICH IS CRUCIAL TO 

De Zayas (United Nations Independent Expert on the BUILD PUBLIC OPINION FOR A CONSTRUCTIVE 

Promotion of Democratic and Equitable International Order). DIALOGUE LEADING TO GENUINE EFFORTS TO 

He articulated that democracy is an expression of self- BUILD BRIDGES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTIONS? 

determination and that the media must report throughly and Martin Weightman opened the discussion pointing out that 

responsibly. It should not focus exclusively on politically religious leaders in conflict areas should separate themselves 

correct or fashionable issues but must also address neglected from political positions as it is often seen that religion is used 

topics such as Kashmir and others. He also pointed out that the as justification for political goals, he further emphasized that 

United Nations has a role to play here, offering advisory journalists vital role is to focus on conflicts and report on them 

services and technical assistance. However, he ultimately impartially and independently. The panelists included 

called on the United Nations General Assembly to be the the Francoise Tihon, (Journalist Global Radio Network, Brussels) 

first to call for referenda and self-determination in Kashmir. who has extensively covered Kosovo conflict and speaking 

The pre-lunch panel discussion, chaired by Lord Duncan from her experience expressed the view that media exposure 

McNair  (Chairman Peaceful  Planet-Human Rights  in conflict areas is directly linked with situations as they 

Education), discussed: MEDIA DRIVES POLICY MAKERS develop in those places, Sajid Iqbal (BBC - Community 

TO HAVE A POLICY POSITION; THIS FOLLOWS THAT Affairs Specialist) considered that local media has bigger role 

WITHIN CONFLICT ZONES, SUCH AS JAMMU AND to play and reporting should be throughly professional and 

KASHMIR, MEDIA HAS POTENTIAL TO SUPPORT unbiased and which international media could see as genuine 

PEACE-BUILDING AND DISSUADE CONFLICT and feel confident to report, Abdel Wahab Hani (United 

ACCELERATION AND THAT CAN HAVE A MAJOR Nations - Committee Against Torture) highlighted the 

IMPACT ON THE POLICY MAKERS OF STATES! Lord importance of the United Nations instruments in establishing 

Duncan in his opening remarks elaborated on his human rights non-violent and peaceful world, he considered it media 

work and emphasised that media, as a matter of course, should responsibility to report torture where ever it takes place and 

report human rights violations where ever they occur, Ianina Gavin Shuker MP (House of Commons and a member APPG, 

Cozari (Brussels based Russian Journalist) said that there British Parliament) unambiguously stated that the will of the 
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 people needs to be ascertained to move forward and that and participants for their interactive participation in the IMC. 

media can be a great resource to promote peoples' aspiration in He cited history in driving the analogy that people fighting for 

an objective manner. He stressed that the way forward to freedom and for their right of self-determination cannot be 

resolve the Kashmir conflict is through people's will and this is dubbed as terrorists. If Bhagat Singh and Subash Chander 

what media ought to stress. The afternoon panel was chaired Bose are freedom #KashmirIMC fighters then labelling a 

by Sabia Akram Hussain (Deputy Leader and Cabinet leading Kashmiri freedom fighter as a global terrorist is not 

Member of Social and Health Care, Slough). This theme justifiable. He declared the formation of IMC Working Group 

discussed: AS A POLICY AGENDA SETTING OPERATOR, which shall have renowned journalists, academics and jurists 

AN IMPEDIMENT TO EXECUTE STATE ORIENTED as its members to take the deliberations of the IMC further. 

VIOLENCE AND WITH A POWER TO ACCELERATE A Prof Shawl in his concluding remarks said that the learned 

P O L I C Y O F  P R O P E O P L E  D E C I S I O N  A N D  panelists have expressed their valuable suggestions and 

RECONCILIATION, INDEPENDENT MEDIA HAS A discussed the dynamics of Kashmir conflict in relation to other 

CRITICAL ROLE IN CONFLICT ZONES! In her opening conflicts of the world. In order to understand the complexities 

statement she stated that the Kashmir situation is a burning in the process of resolution media has a major role. He closed 

issue which deserves the media attention, international media, the conference with the slogan Self-Determination is 

she believed, should report on Kashmir fairly, Betty Cleeren Democracy  Democracy is Self-Determination! In addition to 

(Freelance Journalist from Brussels) remembered her visit to the journalists associated with global media houses such as 

Kashmir in 2005 and seeing it as a human tragedy which BBC, Aljazeera, Daily Telegraph, Daily Guardian, Daily 

certainly needs media attention; Kashmiri people, she Mail, the ethnic media Geo/ Jang, ARY Group, Duniya TV, 

declared, deserve better and freedom from occupation, she Such TV /UK Times, Samma TV, Daily Ausaf, Lord Mayors, 

deplored under reporting of the Kashmir tragedy as it ought to Councillors and community leaders were present.

be within media's medium, Ranjit Singh Sarai (Secretary Hurriyat (G) denounces 'harassment' of Naseem 
Parliamentarians for Self-Determination) deplored Indian Geelani
media fake reporting on various conflicts within India, he Srinagar: Hurriyat Conference (G) on Tuesday denounced 

believes that they are doing disservice to their patriotic “continuous harassment and interrogation” of Dr. Syed 

ambitions; he implored upon international media, for this very Naseem Geelani.  “It is a ploy perpetrated by authorities and 

reason, to expose Indian media for fake reporting and cover its main aim is to scare and break determination and 

the conflicts there in their true perspectives and Leon commitment of Syed Ali Geelani.  The statement said Naseem 

Kaulahau Siu (Human Rights Defender and Spokesperson for was summoned by NIA and asked to present himself on 25th 

the Hawaiian Kingdom) shared his media experience in September. “His unnecessary questioning continued even 

projecting the Hawaii situation; he stressed that news should today,” the statement said.  “NIA is unreasonably targeting 

not be fake which may ruin the cause and that there should be and subjecting Geelani's family to vengeance. Previously, 

positivity in the approaches and could persuade the concerned NIA summoned and arrested Altaf Ahmad Shah, Shabir Shah, 

media to be on your side. The closing plenary was chaired by Shahid-ul-Islam, Nayeem Khan, Ayaz Akbar, Peer Saif ullah, 

Prof Nazir A Shawl and vote of thanks was moved by Barrister Raja Meraj-u-din Kalwal and besides other pro-freedom 

Tramboo. In this plenary the guest speaker was Rita Payne leaders, traders, lawyers, scholars including Dr. Bilqis Shah, 

(President of the Commonwealth Journalists Association). Agha Syed Hassan Al Safvi, Mian Abdul Qayoom, Ghulam 

She spoke about the conflict dynamics of the lingering Nabi Sumji, Farooq Ahmed Dar, Shah Wali Muhammad, 

Kashmir conflict. She referred to conflicting narratives within Aala-Fazili, Muhammad Yasin Khan, Noor Muhammad 

the conflict and asked journalists to discover the facts Kalwal, Chaudhry Abdul Razaq were detained or served 

objectively. She stressed on the impartiality of journalists and summons by said investigating agency,” the statement added.  

to deliver facts over opinion. The resume of the whole day “Even though authorities utilized all these coercive and 

deliberations  was summarised excellently by Victoria suppressive tactics to break our resolve but failed and despite 

Schofield adding that Kashmir may be complex but media al l th is , people  pursuing  the freedom movement  

interest is crucial as there are human sufferings, being a unquest ionably  would achieve  their destina tion,” the 

nuclear flash point and economic considerations as both the statement added.  Meanwhile, the scientific fraternity of Sher-

countries (India and Pakistan) spend billions on their armies. e-Kashmir  University of Agricultural  Sciences and 

Barrister Tramboo in his vote of thanks, thanked the panellists Technology of Kashmir in a statement has also decried 
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“arbitrary quizzing” of Naseem Geelani who is senior scientist 21st century won't be feverish about war or hostility like 

Faculty of Forestry, SKUAST-Kashmir. invaders of the last century. Many countries still have 

India's bigotry no match for its ambition historical issues that can't be addressed easily. When 

Source:Global Times Published: 2017/9/25 23:13:39 defending its interests, a nation should be able to understand 

 India's External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj made a other's interests. It is politically imbecilic and unsophisticated 

vitriolic condemnation of Pakistan when addressing the UN for Indian elites to conclude that Pakistan exports terrorism. 

General Assembly on Saturday. "Why is it that today India is a They should have seen the efforts and sacrifice that Pakistan 

recognized IT superpower in the world and Pakistan is has made to rid the world of terrorism and refrain from mixing 

recognized only as the pre-eminent export factory for terror?" disputes over terrorism with their own historical disputes.   

she said. Her remarks have been praised by Indian Internet There is no reason for India to disdain China, a stronger and 

users but lambasted by Pakistani media. She was also deemed better-organized country. Instead, India should learn a lesson 

by Indian media as having taken a veiled dig at China for from the Doklam standoff and rid itself of incomprehensible 

blocking international efforts to blacklist Jaish-e-Mohammad smugness.

chief Masood Azhar.    By trumpeting India's justice and Kashmiris rally at the United Nations
grandeur while rebuking its neighbor's foolishness and Hundreds of Kashmiri Americans held a huge rally in front of 

ugliness, the minister seems to have moved herself and the the United Nations during the speech of the Indian Delegate to 

whole country. But it is a grave disaster when Indians are its General Assembly. Raising slogans of: “India: Honor UN 

confident in their rightness and their neighbors' wrongs while Pledges” “Freedom for all, Freedom for Kashmir” Indian 

super-proud of India's capabilities in cultivating engineers and Forces: Out of Kashmir” “Time to Resolve Kashmir Dispute 

doctors. A country that despises others can hardly seek Now” “Kashmir: The Nuclear Flashpoint” “No Justice, No 

agreement over conflicts.  India's bigotry toward Pakistan Peace”, they demanded United Nations  assured right of self-

doesn't match its much-vaunted ambition to be a world power. determination to the people of Kashmir.  Dr. Ghulam Nabi Fai, 

By inflaming nationalism in the Indian public, Indians Secretary general of World Kashmir Awareness Forum 

become more determined to make India first than even US responded to the mantra of Ms. Sushma Suraj, the foreign 

President Donald Trump's "America First." If they can't reach minister of India when she said: “He (the prime minister of 

this goal, the blame certainly belongs to others that care about Pakistan) has forgotten that under the Shimla Agreement and 

their own interests and don't do exactly as India wants. There the Lahore Declaration India and Pakistan resolved that they 

is indeed terrorism in Pakistan. But is supporting terror the would settle, all outstanding issues bilaterally.” Dr. Fai said, 

country's national policy? What can Pakistan gain from “Sushma Suraj ji seeks to propagate the impression that The 

exporting terrorism? Money or honor? Is India really an IT UN resolutions have been superseded by the Simla 

superpower that produces engineers and doctors when it is Agreement. That implication is false and it can be readily seen 

hell-bent on believing Pakistan is evil? India also seems to from a comparison of the two texts (UN resolutions & Simla 

assess China's strategic hostility with its own logic: China's Agreement). But even if it were true, it would run counter to a 

sound relations with Pakistan are to counter India. China's standing principle of international relations which is set out in 

road construction in Doklam is to threaten the security of its Article 103 of the Charter of the United Nations (accepted by 

Siliguri Corridor and China's Belt and Road initiative operates every Member of the United Nations, including India). The 

programs with Pakistan and other South Asian countries to Article says: “In the event of a conflict between the 

encircle India. In any case, India's interests always reside at obligations of the Members of the United nations under the 

the epicenter of this logic. With smooth development of its present Charter and their obligations under any other 

economy and foreign relations in recent years, an arrogant international agreement, their obligations under the present 

India has looked down on Pakistan and assumed a haughty air Charter shall prevail”  Despite this circumstance, Fai added, 

with China. It takes for granted that it should be feared by the Simla Agreement nowhere precludes a settlement of the 

neighbors and wooed by the US and Europe. If smart enough, Kashmir dispute along the lines laid down by the United 

India should befriend China and respect Pakistan, preventing Nations with the consent of both India and Pakistan. Nor does 

disputes from spilling over. Holding on to its peripheral it require that the United Nations be by-passed in the effort 

diplomacy of good-neighborliness, China has no desire to towards a settlement. On the contrary, it expressly says that the 

confront India. Hostility does no good for China.  Accepting relations between the two countries shall be governed by the 

others in a friendly way, China believes that countries in the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations. 
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 One of the basic principles of the Charter (Article 33) is to because of the nuclear capabilities of India and Pakistan.  

seek a solution of any dispute by negotiation, enquiry, Barrister Sultan declared that, “since its nationhood secured 

conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement, resort to regional on August 15, 1947, Kashmir has been despoiled, defiled, and 

agencies or arrangements or other peaceful means. The devastated by foreign military troops and denied its 

Agreement thus reinforces the obligations of both parties to fundamental right of self-determination. The nuclear danger 

achieve a settlement in accordance with the resolutions in South Asia will never recede until Kashmiris receive the 

endorsed by the Security Council and, if their bilateral efforts justice and political liberty promised by the series of United 

fail, to turn to the United Nations for assistance. Nothing Nations Security Council resolutions providing for a free and 

would be more contrary to the Charter  and, therefore, to the fair self- determination vote.” Mr. Ishtiyaq Hameed, 

Simla Agreement itself  than to bar recourse to the United Representative, All Parties Hurriyet Conference said “All our 

Nations.”  Syed Ali Geelani, Chairman, All Parties Hurriyet basic rights and civil liberties have been snatched by Indian 

Conference, in his message said that the United Nations forces. There is no freedom of expression and freedom of 

despite being aware about the disappointing, dismal and assembly. Peaceful protests are responded to by brute force. 

shameful track record of human rights violations in Jammu Bullets and pellets are indiscriminately used against the 

and Kashmir has failed to impress upon India to reign in its peaceful protestors. Humiliation, harassment, torture at the 

trigger-happy soldiers and stop killings in the state. Custodial hands of the Indian forces, is an everyday feature of life of a 

killing, enforced disappearances and rape as a weapon of war Kashmiri. The Indian forces are present in every nook and 

are the hallmarks of Indian occupational forces in Kashmir. corner, thus turning Jammu & Kashmir into a virtual prison. 

Notwithstanding India not allowing the fact-finding mission Kashmir once called a paradise on Earth has become a place of 

of the UN High Commissioner on Human Rights to have misery, sorrow, death and destruction.” Dr. A. R Meer 

access to the situation in Kashmir, India cannot be and should (Baramulla) said that the people of Kashmir believe that the 

not be allowed to imperil global peace. In the given situation in time has come that the Secretary General of the United 

the region, it is your bounden duty to take de-novo cognizance Nations use his good office to: let India and Pakistan know that 

of Kashmir immediately as tensions center on the India- if talks between these two countries are to mean anything, they 

Pakistan border, otherwise the august body shall be failing in must be accompanied by practical measures to restore an 

its obligations under the Charter.  Mohammad Yasin Malik, environment of non-violence, free from state sponsored 

Chairman, Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front in his message terrorism Saleem Qadri (Srinagar) said that Kashmir has been 

said that people without the discrimination of age and gender plagued by conflict since 1947 for a simple reason:  the denial 

have been locked up in jails and police stations and all this is of self-determination that has been enjoyed by countless other 

being done in the name of so-called democracy and raising the peoples in comparable circumstances, most recently in East 

bogey of law and order. Kashmiris on daily basis are being Timor, Eritrea, Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia, Macedonia, and 

humiliated, destroyed, incarcerated, tortured, blinded, and Montenegro and Southern Sudan. Sardar Taj Khan cited the 

demonized. This is being done with total impunity. He said all example of the widespread human rights violations by the 

this oppression is being done to suppress the voices of Indian military and para-military forces in the disputed 

Kashmiris who are seeking freedom from illegal military territory of Jammu & Kashmir.  He reiterated that since, 1990, 

occupation of India. Mr. Malik warned that a nation that has the Indian forces have been engaged in a sustained campaign 

been facing military and police wrath of Indian occupation of slaughter, rape, arson and destruction. This state terrorism 

from last 70 years cannot be intimidated by jails, and other acts has resulted in more than 100,000 deaths.  Sardar Imtiaz Khan 

of state sponsored aggression as tyrannical acts like these only Garalavi said the cause of Kashmir's chilling strife and 

strengthen the resolve of people seeking freedom from turbulence is the denial of self-determination.  Acceding to 

oppression. He appealed to the Secretary General that the self-determination is the answer to Kashmir's agony.  That 

gruesome status quo in Kashmir is both legally and morally acceptance would also relieve India of the multiple national 

unacceptable and militarily and economically frightening. security and economic adversities spawned by its denial of 

There is no time for further complacency. Barrister Sultan self-determination. Saleem Butt, former minister of Azad 

Mehmood Choudhary, former Prime Minister of Azad Kashmir cabinet endorsed the statement of the United Nations 

Kashmir said that global experts of the international relations High Commissioner on Human Rights who expressed serious 

have correctly characterized the unflagging freedom struggle concern about the situation in Kashmir and proposed on 

in Kashmir from foreign occupying powers as harrowing September 13, 2016 that 'an independent, impartial and 
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 international mission is now needed crucially and that it and detain within sweeping bounds.  Human rights 

should be given free and complete access to establish an organizations complained that the laws were tantamount to 

objective assessment of the claims made by the two sides.' Dr. legal immunity for security forces.  Accountability was thus a 

Asif Luqman stressed that the Kashmir powder keg cannot be serious problem.  Security forces have committed thousands 

left to bilateral negotiations between India and Pakistan, a of serious human rights violations since 1989, yet only a few 

formula that has proven sterile for more than 70 years.  Sardar hundred have been prosecuted and punished. Sardar Sawar 

Tahir Iqbal warned that until there evolves a generally Khan, former advisor to the Prime Minister of Azad Kashmir 

accepted moral duty among peoples and nations to assist all was the Master of Ceremony. 

victims of widespread human rights violations by force or He said that as a result of India's reign of terror, Kashmir that 

other stiff retaliation, the United Nations mechanism will was once considered a virtual paradise on earth has been 

operate haphazardly and whimsically for reasons unrelated to reduced to a killing field. He thanked the attendees for making 

the harm to the victims.  It is the job of the United Nations to the event a success.

jump-start that moral evolution based on universal principles. Indian troops kill three youth in IOK
Kashmir is an example that fits like a glove. Raja Liaqat Srinagar, October 02 (KMS): In occupied Kashmir, Indian 

Kiyani suggested, “What is needed to resolve the long troops in their fresh act of state terrorism martyred three youth 

standing issue of Kashmir is outside mediation and an equal in Kupwara and Baramulla districts, today.

partnership negotiating role for the people for Kashmir The troops killed one youth during a cordon and search 

represented by the All-Parties Hurriyet Conference. That operation in Tangdhar area of Kupwara, while two other youth 

approach cut the Gordian knot in Northern Ireland, and it were killed at Rampur in Uri area of Baramulla district.

would seem equally promising if applied in Kashmir.” Ms. The All Parties Hurriyat Conference Chairman, Syed Ali 

Noreen Talaat from Virginia said that the 70-year-old conflict Gilani in a statement issued in Srinagar said that people of 

is fueled by shocking human rights abuses perpetrated by Kashmir were subjected to extreme state terrorism for 

700,000 Indian military and paramilitary forces, and the pursuing their right to self-determination. He said that the 

denial of a self-determination plebiscite conducted by the statement of Indian leaders illustrated that India did not want 

United Nations for 20 million Kashmiris that the United to resolve the Kashmir dispute through political means. The 

Nations Security Council has prescribed and Secretary Hurriyat forum Chairman, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq said that 

Albright's own father championed as a diplomat at the United Kashmir was a dispute, which was acknowledged by the 

Nations.  Ms. Amina Taj Khan said that the situation in world's highest forum, the United Nations. The JKLF Chief, 

Kashmir is continuously deteriorating day by day. Hundreds Muhammad Yasin Malik said that Jammu and Kashmir had 

of persons including teenagers were killed, more than 20,000 never been a part of India. The leaders strongly condemned the 

injured within the past year alone. More than 800 civilians, ban on Aashura processions and the use of brute force against 

including children and women have been blinded due to the mourners.

pellet guns used by the Indian army. Sardar Zulfiqar Roshan Hurriyat leaders including Jahangir Ghani Butt, Zamaruda 

Khan pleaded with India to recognize that its iron-fisted policy Habib, Shabbir Ahmad Dar, Muhammad Iqbal Mir, 

in Kashmir has yielded 100,000 death and incalculable Muhammad Ahsaan Untoo, Imtiyaz Ahmad Reshi and 

suffering and squandering of resources all in the name of an Ghulam Nabi War in their statements warned India that 

unjust cause: dishonoring its obligation to assist in the conduct fiddling with the disputed status of Jammu and Kashmir 

of a free and fair plebiscite in Kashmir under United Nations would have serious consequences.

auspices as prescribed by sister Security Council resolutions The Hurriyat forum denounced the continued house detention 

that were championed, fashioned, and accepted by India of Mirwaiz Umar Farooq. It said that disallowing Mirwaiz 

herself.   Sardar Zubair Khan said that the people of Kashmir from carrying out social, political and religious activities was 

who have never lost hope in the United Nations have since that a political vendetta on the part of the authorities.Meanwhile, 

date sought to freely exercise their right to self-determination. protests were held in Batamaloo area of Srinagar against the 

This denial of the United Nation Charter and thus the denial of rising incidents of braid cutting of women across the territory. 

the right of self-determination pose a great threat to the The protesters called for arrest of the culprits.

international peace and security.  Sahibzada Imtiaz Zafar said In New York, Secretary General of World Kashmir Awareness 

that the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) and the Forum, Dr. Ghulam Nabi Fai, and former AJK Prime Minister 

Disturbed Areas Act in Kashmir empowered police to arrest Barr is te r Sultan  Mehmood Choudhary, th rough a 
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 memorandum urged the Secretary General of the United especially downtown into a military garrison.

Nations, Antonio Guterres to play his role in resolving the Indian troops martyred 22 Kashmiris in 
Kashmir dispute. They said that the personal involvement of September
the UN Secretary General in the matter would help both India Srinagar, October 01 (KMS): In occupied Kashmir, Indian 

and Pakistan to initiate dialogue to ensure peaceful settlement troops in their continued acts of state terrorism martyred 22 

of the Kashmir dispute. Kashmiris including one in a fake encounter during the last 

Indian troops martyr four more youth in IOK month of September. According to the data compiled by the 

Srinagar, October 03 (KMS: In occupied Kashmir, Indian Research Section of Kashmir Media Service, the killings 

troops, in their fresh act of state terrorism, martyred four more rendered four women widowed and nine children orphaned. 

Kashmiri youth in two Srinagar and Kupwara districts. The During the period, 192 people were injured in the firing of 

troops killed two youth during a siege and search operation in bullets, pellets and teargas shells on peaceful protesters by 

Humhama on the outskirts of Srinagar, today. Indian troops and police personnel. As many as 143 people 

Earlier, three personnel of Indian Border Security Force were including Hurriyet leaders, activists and youth were arrested 

injured after unidentified gunmen entered the camp of 182 during the period. Fifty residential houses were damaged by 

battalion of BSF near the Srinagar Airport outside the Air the troops, paramilitary and police personnel during siege and 

force station at Gogo in Humhama in the wee hours, today. search operations and subjected one person to disappearance 

Intermittent firing between the gunmen and the troops was in custody of Indian army in the month.

going on till reports last came in. Indian forces' personnel have PDP furthering anti-Kashmir agenda of BJP and RSS: 

sealed all the routes leading to the airport while flights have Gilani

been suspended. Srinagar, October 03 (KMS): In occupied Kashmir, the 

On the other hand, the troops killed two more youth during Chairman of All Parties Hurriyat Conference, Syed Ali Gilani 

ongoing military operation in Tangdhar area of Kupwara has said that pro-India People's Democratic Party (PDP) is 

district. Meanwhile, a constable of Indian police was killed by serving as a pawn to facilitate fascist agenda of rightwing 

unknown attackers in Padgampora area of Pulwama district on Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and Rashtriya Swayamsevak 

Monday night. The policeman, Aashiq Hussain who was Sangh (RSS) in Jammu and Kashmir.

posted as Munshi in Awantipora Police Station of the district Syed Ali Gilani in a statement issued in Srinagar said that 

had gone to Padgampora to attend a marriage ceremony. The people of Jammu and Kashmir had no doubt about the 

attackers fired upon him after barging into the house. He died collusion between BJP and RSS, and PDP's role in facilitating 

on the spot. and promoting their fascist designs on Kashmir.

Hurriyat forum denounces house arrest of He said that execution of the secret deal promulgated by BJP 

Mirwaiz and RSS was a very serious issue, because PDP was being 

Srinagar, October 02 (KMS): In occupied Kashmir, the used as their stooge to promote their national agenda. Terming 

Hurriyat forum has denounced the continued illegal house it as Chanakyan tactic, he warned that undermining the core 

detention of its Chairman, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq. The realities would prove disastrous. “We have no misconception 

Hurriyat forum spokesman in a statement issued in Srinagar about their agenda. However, it is local stooges who are being 

said that Mirwaiz Umar Farooq had been placed under house utilised to implement the Indian agenda, and PDP is playing 

detention even on the sacred occasion of Ashura. Disallowing the key role in it,” he added. The APHC Chairman asked the 

Mirwaiz from carrying out social, political and religious Kashmiri people to be cautious. “These shameless elements 

activities is nothing but a political vendetta on part of the for their mean interests are bartering Kashmiri people to get 

authorities, he added. into power corridors and under the disguise of so-called 

He said that Mirwaiz had been addressing religious gatherings development, they have even agreed to do away with the 

on the eve of Ashura for last several decades and he was Muslim-majority status of the territory,” he said.

scheduled to address a gathering at Aalam Sahab (RA) The octogenarian leader stressed the need for strengthening 

Narwara to pay tributes to Hazrat Imam Hussain (RA) and right to self-determination movement at all levels saying that 

martyrs of Karbala. “However, due to constant house despite Indian political pressure and military power, 

detention, Mirwaiz couldn't make it to the venue,” he said. The Kashmiris' peaceful political struggle couldn't be sacked.

spokesman also denounced the authorities' decision to impose ***********

restrictions in 13 police stations converting entire Srinagar 





ACTIVITIES  

Students awareness raising campaign Pilot High School Rawalakot

thBriefing to participants of 14  Public Policy & Governance 

Course  Lahore by Director J&KLC Raja M.Sajjad Khan Group Photo participants of briefing 
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